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ON TWO WHEELS 

SEE squeezes into its tightest pair 
of spandex shorts and explores 
Edmonton's bike scene. 


NCLAGUON Dep 


ert. Alberta. TON SA 





regulars tougas p<7| cds p73] blurbs p32] art box pe36 
josey vogels pe3s| dan savage pe29| archive dive pg.3 


On Two Wheels 


_ Notes from the editors 


z The weather is finally cooperating 
are with city cyclists, but don’t get ahead 
‘ of yourself — there's still a lot of places 
you can’t reach via bicycle, as Jes- 
sica Earle points out in her look at 
the city’s bike path system. On the flip 
side, if you get hungry during your bike 
ride but forgot to pack a lunch, Paul 
Matwychuk has a bizarre new take 
on meals on wheels with his recipe for 
“Bright Lights, Bike Ziti.” 


a 


If bikes aren't your thing but you 
still want an environmentally friendly 
mode of travel, you'll have one fewer 
option at your disposal as the city says 
goodbye to the old trolley buses. An- 
gela Brunschot bids them farewell in 
her article “Last Trip For The Electric 
Trolley Bus.” 

Ona lighter note, what better way to 
celebrate a 20th wedding anniversary 
than by writing an album of love songs 


about cannibalistic insects? That's 
what The Handsome Family's Brett 
and Rennie Sparks did, showing that 
the language of love transcends cliche 
(and species). > 
Speaking of inseparable duos, Dar- 
rin Hagen talked to us about his latest 
theatre exploit: Buddy, about two 
male friends growing up in rural Alber- 
ta. But don't expect to see any guys in 
disguise in this multimedia drama. 











WWW. THEHAVENSOCIALCLUB.COM 780.756.6010 
15120A STONY PLAIN ROAD | EDMONTON 


thurs & Fri may 7 & 8 
TWO NITES! BOP ENSEMBLE CD 
RELEASE SHOW W/ SPECIAL 
GUESTS ANNE AND MATT EPP 


poors 7:30, sHow 8pm. 


saturday may 9 
MIKE EDEL AND JORDAN LEE 


LAUNCH OF: 


“blackout tuesdays” starting april 28 
ELECTRO NIGHT FEATURING JOUST! AND SO SERIOUS 


“wednesday jam” starting april 29 
HOSTED BY JONNY MAC 
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MONDAY 


TUESDAY 


~ BBC WORLD SERVICE 
BBC World Service updates weekdays at 8am, 9am 


22 AND 50 
SONGS 
Melanie 


FOURRE TOUT 
avec Chantal 


Lady ZZ Top 
Julie & Clarice 


THE RHYTHM 
METHOD 
Dwayne 


RANSOM RADIO 
Craig D & Clint 


DEMOGRACY NOW! 
Alternative News 


> BORROWED TUNES 
Joel 


BORSCHT 
IN SPACE 


BASS CULTURE 
Mick Sleeper 


FLYING SAUCER 
ROCK & ROLL 


Dan Electreau 


= BETWEEN YESTERDAY|= 


AND TOMORROW 
Alanna 


IN PROGRESSION 
Lawrence 


MAKIN’ WHOOPEE 
Chad & Colin 


CLOCKWORK 
ORANGE JUICE 
Moose Brothers 


PUT'ER IND 
FOR DANGLE 
June 


DUSTKICKIN’ 
AND RAILROADED 
Jay & Bobbi 


GET SOME WEST 
Babe Lloyd 


THE IPSO FACTORY 
Buster Friendly 


AE 


Ret 

THE BARCLAY HOUR 
Sherl Barcla 
MIKE DEANE 
Mike Deane 


. 20th CENTURY 


BREAKFAST IN = mS 4 
* The Charles Dickens 
HOCKLAND em Experience 


Devin 


g KILL EM’ ALL = 
Kath ball 


ASTERISK 
Aaron and Sam 


5 


COUNTERSPIN 
Countering Media Spin 


RISE UP: RADIO FREE 
EDMONTON 
Alberta Politics 


CATCH THE WAVE 
The Victoria Composite 
High School Kids 


THE TERRORDOME: 
The All-World Afrika 
News Service 


s 


POWER HOWER 
Rad Priggner 


CALLING ALL BLUES 


= 
Ss Grant Stovel 


AURAL GOUT 
ene BUGS ce THE SOUNDS OF 
Quinto FOLKWAYS 
NECROTECHS Farris 

UNITE 


Shadow THE SHOE BOX 


Brian & Pete 


BRINGIN 
IT DOWN 


» THE EROTIC DANCER’ 
Jose, James & Jordan |= 


= GUIDE TO FINE MUSIC 
- Al Burant 


= KAMIKAZE COMEDY 
Lars & Powerman 


= 


s ELECTRORPROLAPSE 
DJ Kuch 


THE DARKNESS 
OF MY SOUL 
Raven Esper 


LUNCHTIME IN 
LUXEMBOURG 
Don and Heather 
New Show TBA 


— News Programming « Split § 


C —Comedy * CL — Classical » CO —Country » CR — Classic Rock (CUSR Style)» DB— Drum & Ba 


_ PSE 
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listener supported, campus based community radio 


z 


- | Progressive Documentaries 


7 


& 


FRIDAY 


A GREAT FACE 
FOR RADIO 
Kevin 


FULL ENGLISH 
BREAKFAST 
Peter Chapman 


= 


FAMOUS LAST WORDS 
Sarah and Tish 


ACIMOWIN 
Phoenix 


3 


RDS ON RADIO 
Literary Arts 


MAKING CONTACT 


HEAVY METAL 
LUNCHBOX 
Sam Power & Metal Phil 


z 
E 


STRANDED 
Matt & Matt 
Australian Music Show 


NEWS ROOM 
News Magazine 


LYDIA LUNCH’S 
PANTYHOSE 
Vicky, Thomas 
& James North 


THE ‘68 
COMEBACK SPECIAL 
Tom & Craig 


HIT AND RUN RADIO 
Jay & Olga 


MOVING RADIO 
Film & Video 


YOUTH MENACE 
Mark Cherrington 


ADAMANT EVE 
Feminist Radio 


GAYWIRE 
Nancy, Vivian, 
Amanda and Jasmin 


SPEAKING 
SKEPTICALLY 
Heather and Desiree 


PRAIRIE PICKIN’ 
Doug & Rob 


z 


E SOUNDS UKRAINIAN 

Lada 
ASIKO PHANTOM 
PYRAMID 

Minister Faust 
& Bongbiemi 

5 CARIBBEAN 

CONNEXION 


RADIATION RULING 
THE NATION 
Matt 


ALTERED STATES 
The Professor 
*& The Juggernaut 


LIQUID CHATTER 
The Mikes & Sima 


= MIND COMPRESSION 
= DJ McNASTY 
NIGHTCRAWLER & Limey 
PRESENTS 
Dj Nightcrawler 


and guests 


MORE METAL AND 
= OTHER ASSORTED 
LOUD MUSICS 
Jesse 


SUNDAY 


GET YOUR 
JAMMIES ON 
Mark 


TURKISH PROGRAM 


JAZZOLOGY 
Steve 


SATURDAY 
BBC Wo 


New Show TBA 


rvice 


= 
= 
rd 


MUSICA NOVA 
Robin 


RADIO KATHMANDU 
j= ASUNDAY BRUNCH IN 
NEPAL 


RESISTANCE 


= RAGAS & RHYTHMS 
a 
Dave & Lex 


= 
= 
CO! Imran and Janine 


eS 


TRAINING SPACE VOICE OF ERITREA 
NEW DJS FINDING 


THEIR FEET 
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25 TO LIFE 
Andy & Aaron 


SIN FRONTERAS 


= CATCH THE BEAT 
3) Sergio 


Cam 


BPM 
David Stone 


POLSKIE RADIO 
Bogdan 


ELEKTRIK SEX 
TELEFON 
Eddie Lunchpail 


HOUSE 
© UNDERGROUND FM 
DJ Xu 


ETHIOPIAN BISERAT 


PULSE FM 


FS ARRAGTIDE BEESHA 
MC Deadly & Pale Force 


= Jaamac 


FRESH TRACKS 
Mother Peace 


DREAM MACHINE 
Daniel Buxton 


URBAN HANG 
SUITE 
Arlo Maverick 


THE SOUND OF MY 
OWN VOICE 
D. Jeffery Buchanan 


MELANCHOLY 
CACOPHONY 
: Keegan 
EVIL PETTING ZOO 
DXL & Thero 


LEGEND All programs are Eclectic unl 


— Shared Show, with alternating hosts * A —Africane AN —Ambharic Lanai 


° EI-E 
— Ind 
— Punk! 

lait 
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event | ARTON ART 
Froma photographer, toa 
musician, to a playwright, 
toa director, to actors: this 
unique creative experiment 
ropes them all into playing 
agiant game of artistic 
telephone, TransAlta Arts 
Bams, 8 p.m. 


may 


dance | LIFEIS A CABA- 
RET Expect some hilarious 
dancing as comics and belly 
dancers climb onstage and get 
shakin’. New City, 9 p.m. 


ay 


activism | RALLY AT 
THE LEGISLATURE Join 
Public Interest Alberta as 
they lead the fight for a public 
continuing care system. Hey, 
you're going to be old one 
day, too. Alberta Legislature, 
130p.m. 











( * a 


field trip | FROMTHE 
GALLERY TO THE GARDEN 
Vintage Japanese photog- 
raphy and a trip through the 
Devonian Botanic Gardens! 
What more could you want 
from a Mother's Day outing? 
Art Gallery of Alberta, 10:30 





“wavil 


awards | ACROSS THE 
PACIFIC Though the ship in 
this Second World War spy 
flick doesn't actually cross 
the Pacific, a traitorous Hum- 
phrey Bogart still makes 
waves alongside Mary Astor 
and Sydney Greenstreet. 
Royal Alberta Museum, 
8pm. 





may 





PMUSIC | TERRI CLARK 
| {n2004, Clark became the 
| first Canadian female to 
be inducted into the Grand 
Ole Opry. She sure wasn't 
kidding when she wrote that 
song “| Wanna Dot AIL” 
River Cree Resort and Casino, 
7pm. 





Jarmes| VIDEO GAMES 
LIVE Nothing spells trouble 
like Mario and Koopa show- 
ing up to the same party 

On the flipside, now's your 
chance to get your hands 

on that damned laughing 
dog from Duck Hunt. Man, 
we should lay off the NES. 
Jubilee Auditorium, 8 p.m. 


see magazine’s two-week forecast of events i in edmonton 
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Mo would put “jazz guitarist 
in training” on her business 
cards are ancient history. 
Perhaps she'll add a few 
more pages to the jazz 
history books tonight at the 
Yardbird Suite. 7:30 p.m. 


a 





| 








boorella, The Gogo Queen of 
theUnderworld,amanwho | 
plays an instrument called 

the “orgasm,” and of course, 

the big Khan himself. Starlite 
Room, 8 p.m. 


only question is this: If 

this show is a recreation of 
Queen's 1986 world tour, can 
we expect to see midgets 
running around the after- 
party with bowls of cocaine 
strapped to their heads? 
Jubilee Auditorium, 8 p.m. 
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bluesonwhy 


AROUND THE CORNER 
SONNY RHODES 
FROM NEW ORLEANS 
BRIAN LEE 
ROSS NEILSON AND THE 
Sufferin Bastards 


comedy | FUNNIEST | | MUSIC | FLEETWOOD | theatre | ASSAS- MUSIC | KIMMITCHELL lecture | ANGELS & 
PERSON WITH A DAY JOB MAC Asusual, Christine SINS Leaveit to Stephen This Ontario guitarist's DEMONS: FACTS AND 
(ROUND 3) Don't worry, McVie won't be showing Sondheim to think America’s career is one magical FICTION OF ANTI-MATTER 
all of you noble night-shift up, but no one likes a party habit of killing off its story — you could call it The You won't see Tom Hanks 
workers — we think you're | pooper anyway. Fortunately presidents would bea Chronicles of Sarnia. Ha! See here, but University of }= 
funny too. Maybe Rick | | Wecan still count on John, great premise for a musical. what we did there? Shaw Alberta physicist Roger 
Bronson will give you a shot | Stevie, Mick, and Lindsay. | Timms Centre for the Arts Conference Centre, 7 p.m. Moore will ensure you leave 
at fame next time. Comic | Rexall Place, 8 p.m. | (University of Alberta), with a better understanding 
Strip, 8 p.m. | 730p.m. of anti-matter. Telus World 

} of Science, 2 p.m. 
mayl9 | waved ( maval 
MUSIC | MO LEFEVER . | music | KING KHAN | theatre | QUEEN - 
QUARTET The days when | &THESHRINES Meet Bam- IT’S AKINDA MAGIC Our 

| 


THIS ONTARIO GUITARIST’S CAREER IS ONE MAGICAL STORY — 
YOU COULD CALL IT THE CHRONICLES OF SARR 


Sats theft i musicoe2 If film ines artsne? 








This Week MAY 7-MAY 9 
LEX JUSTICE & RESBEGT 


Went MAY 17 cow Metal 


Week ay 18.MAaY 23 wenera 
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8 EDMONTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 


school4you.ca 
4 uy minute walk / schoolayou.ca 4yo 


Fon ER fast 





THE SHERLOCK HOLMES PUB* 


' Bourbon Street, West Edmonton Mall 
Visit us online Ar : 780.444.1752 » www.edmontonpubs.com 


€dmontonpubs.com 


KARAOKE 


SUNDAY NIGHTS * 9 PM * HOSTED BY NICOLE 
DRINK SPECIALS 


WEST EDMONTON MALL 


MAY 7 -MAY 9 Adam FANCEY 
MAY 12-MAY 13 Jimmy WHIFFEN 


DOWNTOWN 


MAY 7-MAY9 Derina HARVEY 
MAY 12-MAY 13 Chuck BROWN 


» CAPILANO MALL 
“MAY 7 -MAY 8 Doug STROUD 












More Talk & 7, 
ext 
©mbo Contains 
Unlimiteg Mesaaci 
ext and Picture): 


- Spm Evenj 








(€Totele Merl || 






—— ] 1 Edmonton City Centre 
Walmart >< Bales KOOdO teresa 
: West Edmonton Mail 


(1) Includes International text and picture messages. Excludes premium messages. (2) Unlimited local calling from 5pm to 8am, Monday through Thursday and from Spm Friday to Gam Monday. (3) Taxes are extra. 
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Tar Sands 
Public Hearing 


hosted by 


Linda F. Duncan, MP 


Tuesday, May 12th 
TransAlta Arts Barns 
7:00pm 


Join us to discuss the future of 


the tar sands. 

Spec iests Chief Allan Adam 3 
of the Athabasca C hipewyan First Pe 
Nation and Chief Francois tie 
Paulette, Elder Spokesman for the 

Smiths Landing First Nation will 


speak and take questions. 


Everyone is welcome to attend. 





x University of Lethbridge 
Edmonton Campus 


Earn a Living 
While You Earn a Degree 


Now, you can work toward your Management degree 
and keep your day job too! 


Through evening and weekend programs at our Edmonton and Calgary campuses, 
you can eam a recognized Bachelor of Management degree even as you hold a 
full-time job...an opportunity that makes the U of L an attractive choice. 

© Study full-time or part-time 


¢ Starting in fall 2009, you can complete the full 4-year BMgt degree in 
Edmonton or Calgary 


© If you have a business diploma, you can complete your BMgt in as 
little as 2 years 


* If you have a non-business diploma, contact us to customize your degree 


® Choose from the majors employers demand: Accounting, Finance, Human 
Resource Management, Marketing, General Management, International 
Management 


* Enrich your future prospects with our international, work/study abroad, 
and co-op programs 


Learn from industry leaders and PhD-qualified specialists 


EDMONTON CAMPUS 780.424.0425 


EARNandLEARN.ca 


MANAGEMENT DEGREES WHILE YOU WORK 
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DAVE BABCOCK & THE NIGHTKEEPERS 
Saturday May 9th 
a bie 10th ) 





OPEN MIC NIGHT 


GOT JAM? 
8 PM. EVERY WEDNESDAY + HOSTED BY DUFF ROBINSON. 


WWW.EDMONT: SEs COM 


LIVE ENTERTAINMENT: 
MAY 8 -9 - GREG BOLGUR 

MAY 11 * ROD MCKENZIE 
MAY 13 * DUFF ROBINSON 


KARAOKE 


8 P.M. EVERY THURSDAY « HOSTED BY NICOLE 


MONDAY TO SUNDAY OPEN AT 11:30 AM. 
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NEWS: PUBLIC TRANSIT - BY ANGELA BRUNSCHOT | 632 words 


1 4 | LOST MY TROLLEYS.1’M SO UPSET WITH 
THE DECISIONS OF COUNCIL AND ADMINISTRATION. 


Last Trip For The Electric Trolley Bus 


EDMONTON'S TROLLEY BUSES 
ARE HISTORY, BUT THE 
DECISION TO GET RID OF THEM 
IS STILL CONTROVERSIAL 





Saying goodbye to Edmonton's trol- 
ley bus system on Saturday was es- 
pecially hard for James Paull, a vet- 
eran transit supporter who moved 
to his home on 118th Avenue so that 
he could ride the quieter buses into 
work each day. 

“T lost my trolleys,” he says. “I’m 
so upset with the decisions of council 
and administration.” 

The decommissioning of the city’s 
trolley system has been in the works 
for a long time. In 2004, council de- 
layed a firm decision on the system 
by voting to continue trolley bus 
service so that the transportation de- 
partment could compare the newer 
trolley buses with hybrid and clean 
diesel buses. 

According to the city report that 
went to council last May, while the 
energy costs for trolley buses were 
much lower than the other two op- 
tions, the cost of running the buses 
was approximately double because of 
the overhead wire required and the 
cost of the buses themselves. 

The other aspect the city looked 
at was the environmental impact of 
each bus, and the findings were sur- 
prising. Even though the trolley bus- 
es are emission-free locally, because 
they run on coal-fire power, the trol- 


ley emissions were higher than both 
the hybrid and diesel buses when the 
overall “well-to-wheel” emissions 
were considered. Council ultimately 
voted to discontinue the trolleys 

But 


Iveson, city administration failed 


according to Coun. Don 
to look at all the options. In its re- 
search, he says, city administration 
should have considered changes to 
the trolley routes or a future switch 
to a clean electricity source such as 
solar or wind. “In the blink of an eye, 
it's more expensive,” he says. “But 
over the full life cycle, they may be 
competitive. But administration nev- 
er seriously looked at that.” 

That desire to switch to wind or 
solar in the future was part of why 
Iveson voted against getting rid of 
the trolleys in the first place. “It’s ab- 
solutely true that our power is pretty 
dirty here in Edmonton,” he says, 
“but that clearly needs to change — 
not just for trolleys, not just for LRT, 
but for everything. And | hope that 
it will over the 20-to-25-year lifespan 
that new trolleys would have had.” 

The city decided to move up the 
last day for trolley service to May 2 
in order to save money during a tight 
budget year. The trolleys were origi- 
nally scheduled to go out of service 
next year. The earlier date is expect- 
ed to save $706,000. (Over the next 
two decades, the city expects to save 
approximately $100 million.) 

“It's disappointing that council is 





One Last Trip | A passenger boards one of the last trolley buses in regular service on May 2, at I0Ist Street and 102nd Avenue. PHOTO BY ANGELA BRUNSCHOT 


only looking at the financial side,” 
Paull says. “They are not looking at 
the long-term future of Edmonto- 
nians and our health.” 

With the arrival of 121 new buses 
this year, Edmonton Transit System 
(ETS) didn’t need the trolley buses 
on the roads in order to reach their 


service commitments, says Dennis 
Nowicki, director of community rela- 
tions for ETS. Since city council had 
already made the decision to decom- 
mission the trolleys, it was simply a 
matter of moving up the date. 

ETS is looking at repainting one 
of the trolley buses so that it can be 


preserved in the city’s historical bus 
fleet. The Reynolds-Alberta Mu- 
seum has also expressed interest in 
keeping one of the trolley buses in 
its collection. But unless another city 
offers to buy the buses, which are 
about 27 years old, the buses will be 
sold for scrap. 


Ss. 


COMMENTARY - PROVINCIAL AFFAIRS |992 words 


Irrational Fear Of The Swine Flu 








This past Sunday, a throng of 51,528 
people thundered through the streets 
of Spokane, Wash. for the annual 
Bloomsday Run, an event widely 
regarded as the world’s largest foot 
Trace. My son, a bunch of his friends, 
and an even larger group of Edmon- 
ton schoolkids would have supple- 
mented that total, but sadly they 


were all infected with a case of ISFP 
(Irrational Swine Flu Panic) and 
were forced to stay home. 

Symptoms of ISFP include mak- 
ing panicky decisions, a propensity 
towards bureaucratic thinking, and 
general stupidity. 

My son didn’t actually contract 
ISFP, but he is a victim of it none- 
theless. 

Last week, Edmonton's public and 
separate ‘school systems arbitrarily 
pulled the plug on all school travel due 
to the outbreak of Influenza HiN1, 
which was going under the vaguely 
threatening name “swine flu” until 
the powerful pig lobby complained. 
Not only did the school systems 
cancel future travel plans, but they 
ordered kids who were already in 
mortal danger of catching the flu 
to come home. Buses on their way 


-to Vancouver containing €dmon- 
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ton schoolkids were ordered to turn 
around and go home. And it gets 
worse. Students from Archbishop 
MacDonald High School, who were 
actually in Los Angeles for a five- 
night trip to perform in a music 
festival in Disneyland, prompt- 
ly hopped on a plane back to the 
security of Edmonton on orders 
from the Catholic board, scuttling a 
year's worth of planning. 

I am furious that my son's trip to 
Spokane was canceled. I can’t imag- 
ine how angry I’d be if he were in 
Spokane, only to be ordered home 


by the school system. If my son had 


been in Los Angeles after raising 
money for a year and was ordered 
to come home, I would have told the 
school board to ram a piccolo where 
the sun don’t shine. \ 
I've thought about this for a week 
now, trying not to write anything in 


the heat of the moment, but the heat 
hasn't cooled. I’m as angry about this 
a week later as I was on the day it hap- 
pened. There's just no way around 
this: both Edmonton school systems 
have embarrassed the city with their 
myopic, panicky, ill-informed ban 
on travel. Their decision flies in the 
face of common sense and medical 
advice. Alberta's chief medical offi- 
cer of health, André Corriveau, said 
last week in very diplomatic terms 
that the cancellations were “not 
something I feel is necessary.” But 
hey, what does he know? He's only 
Alberta's chief doctor. Bureaucrats 
know best. 

And what of the school trustees, 
the men and women we elect to run 
our schools? Only public trustee 
Gerry Gibeault had the guts the bring 
up the matter at a public school board 
meeting, but his motion to discuss 





the issue was denied because — ready 
for this? — it wasn't on the agenda. 

Wow. Truly, bureaucrats run the 
world. 

(A hearty shout-out to the parents 
and students at Bishop Carroll High 
School in Calgary, by the way, who 
voted to defy their school board and 
go ahead with their school music trip 
to New York. The Catholic board 
there — which actually discussed the 
matter, as opposed to the cone of si- 
lence that descended here — voted to 
give the final say to parents and kids 
over 18. What a concept!) 

If the school boards had applied 
just a little common sense, a smidgen 
of clear-headed thinking, all of this 
could have been avoided. é 

I could support a ban on travel to. 
Mexico, since that is home base = base 
the flu. But why didn’t the - 





| FROMTHE READER 
LETTERS 


the new 
Le HASSLING THE POWERS THAT BE 
Re: “Those Beach Photos Were Just The 
- | Start,” April 30, SEE #805 


os . A very entertaining piece, Maurice Tougas. 
Giving low prices a good home. | : : 
| Obviously the powers that be did not seem 


| to understand why anyone would think hav- 
ing a British beach passed off as being a part 
of Alberta was idiotic. You wonderfully took 
the supposed logic behind their defence of 
| doing so, squared it up, and delightfully in- 
| serted it where the sun does not shine, be it 
here or on any British beach. 

In an age when global warming scammers 
and economic schemers are either p*ssing 
money away or moving it from our pockets 
to their own, we already have enough trust 
| issues without having British beaches passed 
| off as the bonnie shores of North Cooking 
Lake (or any other). 

Again, a great job, Maurice. 
| RON THORNTON 








ONE-SIDED INTERVIEW 
Re: “Temporary Workers, Continuing Prob- 
lems" April 30, SEE #805. 
In Mr. Sean Steels’ article, the interview with 
the labour lawyer is a really bad, one-sided 
example of discussing the temporary work- 
ers program. First, this program Is racist to 
whom? Most immigrants are of a dominant, 
European descent. This isn't a race issue, so 
| people need to put that card away and leave 
it for real cases of racism in the workplace. 
Also, the temporary worker program may 
not be totally fair in its processes, but it was 
a reactionary way of getting people in for the 
boom. These people would then return home 
when the boom was over. | work in construc- 
tion and it is not about temporary workers 
| being laid off first; it's about companies 
downsizing and keeping the best employees. 
Temporary employees can be offered jobs. 

Fighting against racism and for human 
rights is a must, That being said, another 
pointis that we have biased lawyers tribunals, 
and activists exploiting peoples heart strings 
and pushing nonexistent "human rights” and 
“racism” issues to fill their own pockets and 
partisan agendas. We need a wake-up call 
from this embarrassing “everyone is racist 
Plans from because | say they are” nightmare. 

Let's have alittle faith in humanity once in 
awhile. 
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FEATURE « JUSTICE - BY MACKENZIE SINCLAIR | 744 words 


Punishment That Works For Victims 





Forgiving Son | Bruce Stanley at his job as a school bus driver. Stanley's father was killed while driving a school bus 
PHOTO BY BEN LEMPHERS 


DRUNK TEENS KILLED BRUCE 
STANLEY’S FATHER, BUT THE 
EDMONTON RESTORATIVE 
JUSTICE NETWORK HELPED 
HIM FORGIVE 





Bruce Stanley isn’t angry at the teen 
who killed his father. 

Through the Edmonton Restor- 
ative Justice Network (ERJN), he has 
been able to give one of his dad’s kill- 
ers a second chance in achieving a 
successful life. 

“I'm pleased to be part of the so- 
cial environment where it could help 
people in alternative ways,” Stanley 
says. 

Restorative justice focuses on 
crime and wrongdoing acted against 
an individual or community instead 
of the state. The person who has 
caused harm takes responsibility for 
his or her actions and the person 
who has been harmed plays a central 
role in the process. 

“Tt recognizes the harm that has 
occurred between people,” ERJN 
member Harvey Voogd says. “It cre- 
ates the opportunity for victims and 
offenders to meet for victims to ex- 
press the depths of the harm that has 
occurred and to ask questions about 
the offence.” 

Voogd says our current criminal 
justice system's approach doesn’t ad- 
dress the impact of the crime and the 
harm it causes the victims. He says 
the offender can complete his sen- 
tence, but it may not meet the vic- 
tim’s needs, fix the harm that’s been 
done, or increase the public's sense 
of satisfaction with the criminal jus- 
tice system. 

The event that brought Bruce 
Stanley to the ERJN occurred nearly 
Seven years ago. Early in the morn- 
ing on June 1, 2002, a group of teens 
was celebrating Grade 9 graduation 





with booze. The group headed to a 
Whitemud Drive pedestrian over- 
pass with a plan to drop rocks or 
bricks onto oncoming traffic trav- 
elling below. Some backed out, but 
others, fatefully, went through with 
the plan 

Two boys in the group, both heavily 
intoxicated, went to search for some- 
thing bigger to throw over the over- 
pass. They came across a 14-kilo- 
gram decorative boulder in a nearby 
yard and rolled it to the edge of the 
overpass. The boys hurled the boul- 
der over the edge, sending it crashing 
through the windshield of an oncom- 
ing school bus driven by 75-year-old 
Robert Stanley. 

The boulder smashed into his 
chest; however, the badly injured se- 


WWW.MRICCA FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT RESTORATIVE JUSTICE, CHECK OUT THE MEDIATION & RESTORATIVE JUSTICE CENTRE %* 


ior was able to pull over to the sid 
f the road and turn on his hazard 
lights. Stanley remained in the bu 


for more than two hours until a 


pass 


ing police officer discovered him un 


conscious me not breathing. An am- 
bulance was called, but Stanley had 
died of his injuries 

Bruce Stanley found out about his 
father’s death over the news. He then 
received a phone call from the police 
confirming the tragic event 

“It's as if the bottom just dropped 
out of my life,” he says 

It was several years before Robert 
Stanley's killers were caught. After 
an innocent man was charged with 
the murder, guilt forced one of the 
teens to come forward and confess 


In June 2006, at the recommenda 


tion of the Stanley family, the teen | 


was not put behind bars. Bruce Stan- 


ley says his family wasn’t interested | 


in putting the young man in a place 
where he could potentially become a 
criminal. Instead, he was given six 


months house arrest followed by 18 


months probation. 
Stanley and his family were asked 


to participate in a conference with | 
the Alberta Conflict Transformation | 
Society and become involved with | 


ERJN and help the young man (who 


is now in his 20s) learn from his | 
mistake. As a result, Bruce and his | 
family met with the killer for seven | 


hours and talked about his father’s 
death. 

Stanley says the experience was 
long, difficult, painful, and emotion- 
ally draining. 

Although he has not ever been able 
to fully forgive his father’s killer, he 
has accepted the fact that the man 
was young, an honour student and 
had no previous troubles with the 
law. 
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Culina Millcreek’ would like to invite our 
customers to share their favorite Culina 
experience with us. Please come into Cilina’s 
Millcreek or Highlands locations to fill-out a 
« Baller. You will be exreereid 80 win 2 tickers our 
“anniversary customer appreciation dinner on 
June 22nd. 


15 winners will be randomly chosen and notified by June 2nd. 
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COMMENTARY - DEATH TO APRIL | 868 words 


Never Mind The Language Barrier 





MY TOWN SCOTT LINGLEY 
APRIL GOT ME DOWN, BUT 
SLINGSHOT HIP HOP PROVIDED 
ASURPRISINGLY UPBEAT 
AFTERNOON AT THE LIBRARY 





April is the cruellest month, accord- 
ing to one leading dead poet, and I 
can't say that I totally disagree when 
it comes to the one we just got out 
of. Winter was being a total bitch 
about leaving for one thing, and its 
stain persists in the crust of dirt and 
tatters of garbage that upholster the 
edges of our various byways through 
the city. No point in tut-tutting here 
—Iassume the sort of oblivious jack- 
ass who still doesn’t know it's not 
alright to toss the remnants of one’s 
junk food feast or double-double on 
the sidewalk doesn’t read much. 

But spring garbage in Edmonton is 


like the dogshit smell that gets into 
the water with the spring runoff — 
inevitable, but a mere inconvenience 
compared to life's more persistent 
challenges. 

My own April malaise arose from 
the feeling that nothing seemed to 
be changing for the better. In ways, 
we were reiterating the mistakes of 
less enlightened times (I'm look- 
ing at you, Bill 44). Suddenly we're 
the ones living in the nation with a 
cramp-brained, tactless right-wing 
administration out of touch with the 
costs of its declining international 


corporate rainmakers and wizards 
are still running the world. I’ve been 
seriously considering cancelling my 
newspaper subscription 

I didn’t necessarily think that at- 
tending a Saturday afternoon screen- 
ing of Slingshot Hip Hop, Jackie 
Salloum’s documentary about rap 
music in the occupied territories of 
Palestine, at the Milner Library was 
going to do much to lift my spirits. 
Whatever narrative threads of uplift 
it might contain, the conditions un- 
der which Palestinians surrounded 
by Israel are forced to exist seems as 


lowed by extensive bombing, armed 
infiltration and other acts of violence 
against a mostly unarmed population 
which I, if not Ottawa, am unreserv- 
edly against 

As it turned out, Slingshot Hip 
Hop contains more than a little bit 
of uplift amidst its disturbing depic- 
tion of Palestine under occupation. 
The movie focuses on a Palestinian 
rap trio called DAM (Da Arabian 
MCs), who learned how to speak 
English from Tupac Shakur records 
and dreamed of mainstream hip hop 
success until the plight of their na- 


$$ 


SLINGSHOT HIP HOP CONTAINS MORE THAN A LITTLE BIT OF UPLIFT AMIDST 
ITS DISTURBING DEPICTION OF PALESTINE UNDER OCCUPATION. 


OSes nn a aa 


reputation for integrity and fairness. 
Seems like many of the violent con- 
flicts that were going on around the 
globe five years ago are still clipping 
along just as destructively, and some 
of them have been going on a lot lon- 
ger than that. A nasty flu has seeped 
across borders and leaped oceans. 
And despite all the incredibly stu- 
pid, reckless shit they've done, rich 


intractable as it is intolerable. For a 
snapshot of living conditions follow- 
ing Israel's siege of Gaza last winter, 
you can download special rapporteur 
Richard Falk’s report to the UN Hu- 
man Rights Council, downloadable 
from the UN website. It’s a quick, 
clear-eyed account of the humani- 
tarian disaster in Gaza arising from 
deliberate economic deprivation fol- 
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tion made them give up party music 
for politics. But more than that, the 
movie provides a street-level view of 
life inside Palestine. The camera fol- 
lows them into their family homes, 
into destroyed, dirty landscapes that 
stand mere miles from pristine, well- 
irrigated settlements, into the midst 
of interminable traffic jams caused 
by Israeli checkpoints within Pales- 
tine. 

Thanks to the iHuman Society and 
a lengthy list of sponsors, the well- 
attended screening was followed by 
a question-and-answer session with 
director Salloum and DAM (brothers 
Tamer and Suhell Nafar and Mah- 
moud Jreri). For guys who learned 
their English from hip hop records, 
they were surprisingly eloquent 
and down-to-earth in explaining 
the Palestinian situation from their 
viewpoint to various young audi- 


ence members who obviously hadn't 
heard about what was going on in 
that part of the world. There was 
certainly no invective against Israel, 
or denial of its right to exist — these 
guys just want peaceful cohabitation, 
freedom to travel and visit with other 
Palestinians, and the ability to enjoy 
the same rights as Israelis. 

After answering a lot of questions, 
DAM shouted out to the people of 
Chile and indigenous North Ameri- 
cans in solidarity with their long 
struggles. Then they shoved aside the 
tables and chairs and threw down. It 
didn’t matter that the rhymes they 
were spitting were almost all in Ara- 
bic — the beats were tight, the pants 
were baggy, and energy echoed all 
through the basement of the library, 
raising the hairs on the backs of 
necks at the meeting of the Jane Aus- 
ten Society (Edmonton chapter) just 
down the hall. DAM had everyone on 
their feet, crowding the edge of the 
stage and chanting along with their 
bust-out hit “Meen Erhabe? (Who's 
the Terrorist? ).” 

A rapidfire Arabic lesson with 
flashcards followed shortly thereaf- 
ter. There was a real feeling of con- 
nection despite the language barrier, 
and the sense that the young people 
present were going to leave that audi- 
torium with an enlarged view of the 
world, fresh compassion for people 
living on the other side of the world, 
and hope in the power of creativity as 
a tool for peace. In fact, | was starting 
to feel pretty good myself. 

I mean, April sucks and every- 
thing, but it’s behind us now. Chin up 
and all that. 








SWINE FLU (cont’d from pg. 7) 

systems examine trips on a case-by- 
case basis? At the time of the travel 
ban, there was a grand total of one 
case of HINI1 flu in Spokane. At last 
count, that number has not changed. 
There were more confirmed cases in 
Alberta than in Spokane, but Spo- 
kane was deemed a greater threat to 
our precious children’s health than 
staying at home in Edmonton. Even 
in California, deemed too dangerous 
for the band from Mac High, there 
were, at last report, only 110 cases 
in a population greater than all of 
Canada’s. There have been only two 
deaths in the United States, and, at 
last report, only 13 people have been 
hospitalized. Ordering a bus on its 
way to Vancouver to turn around and 
go home is simply indefensible. 

Simple solution: no travel to Mex- 
ico. For everyone else, sign a waiver 
absolving the school system of all 
responsibility, wash your hands, and 
have a nice trip. 

The whole fiasco brings to mind 
just how much control schools have 
over children. When did students be- 
come the possessions of the school 
system? Last time I checked, parents 


were the final arbiters, not the school 
system. If a parent believed it's too 
risky to send their child on a field 
trip, then it is the parent's decision to 
keep them home. And it is the par- 
ent’s decision to let them go if they 
feel that the trip is worth the “risk.” 

This whole situation could have 
been avoided if the school systems 
had simply considered the phrase: 
what are the odds? j 

What are the odds of an Edmonton 
school kid getting the HINI1 flu on a 
trip to California? Or Spokane? It 
could happen, sure. Lots of bad 
things could happen, but we don't let 
them stop us from going about our 
daily lives. 

As my son pointed out, he had a 
better chance of getting killed in a 
crash on the drive to Spokane than 
he had of dying from the flu. 

Our school systems have sent a 
powerful message to the students 
they are supposedly teaching. 

Ignore common sense. 

Ignore medical evidence. 

Obey bureaucratic orders. 

Don't ask questions. 

mauricetougas @live.com 
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MAY 2, 2009 | 12:28 PM | PHOTO BY MERYL SMITH LAWTON 
Participants in The Walk for Darfur march down Whyte Avenue. 








OUR COMMENT ON THIS WEEK'S NEWS BY THE NUMBERS 

EDMONTON - DEVELOPMENT EDMONTON - HERITAGE | CANADA - POLITICS BAILING OUT CHRYSLER 

GROW UP, NOT OUT PROTECT THE KELLY-RAMSEY BUILDINGS | EVENOUTEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE LOANS GIVEN TO CAR ee IN CANADIAN DOLLARS 
= i DA 





Mayor Stephen Mandel’s state of the city 
address this week included some very 
exciting comments about development in 
Edmonton. 

He talked about the need to fully inte- 
grate public transit into the city, so that the 
LRT would serve large numbers of people. 
He took a firm hand with NIMBYs who would 
like to keep density out of their neighbour- 
hoods. 

Mandel also finally came as close as he 
ever has to declaring a position on the City 
Centre Airport by challenging supporters to 
make their case clearly, As we've said before, 
that land should be redeveloped with 
mixed-used, high-density buildings. 

But will city council have the guts to go 
though with these grand ideas? Will the 
Mayor support the kind of spending a real 
big-city LRT system would need? We're 
Walting to see the actions before we come 
to any conclusions. 


< 





The 1927 Kelly building on Rice Howard Way, 
along with the Ramsey building next door, 
are up for sale after an arson fire in March. 

Before fire struck the buildings’ upper 
floors, there were discussions around placing 
the beautiful buildings on the city's heritage 
list, but that may not be possible now. As 
Edmonton saw with the Arlington apart- 
ment building at 100 Avenue and 106 Street, 
this is a real point of danger for any historic 
building. If the new owners of the Kelly- 
Ramsey buildings decide the land under the 
buildings is worth more than restoring it —a 
teal possibility considering their location in 
the heart of downtown — the city could lose 
yet another historical resource. 

Acity is more than just economic activity 
and public services, Architectural beauty and 
a connection with its past can make a city 
feel more inviting and interesting. Edmonton 
needs to keep its older buildings, and the 
Kelly-Ramsey buildings should be protected. 
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While we can't say that we support the un- 
democratic way in which Michael Ignatieff 
ascended to the Liberal throne, we do like 
his ideas on Employment Insurance. 

At the Liberal convention in Vancouver 
this weekend, Iggy recommended that the 
federal government even out the work 
requirements for receiving El from a high 
of 700 hours of work in some regions to a 
Canada-wide 360 hours. 

The federal government should look at 
loosening requirements, improving benefits, 
and most importantly, allowing for more 


| training while workers receive benefits dur- 


ing the current recession. That's just smart 
economics, not bleeding-heart socialism. 

As the Centre for Policy Alternatives says on 
its blog, Relentlessly Progressive: “High and 
tising unemployment means that more and 
more unemployed workers and their families 
will be running out of benefits in the weeks 
ahead.” 
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LIFE DRINKING {807 words 


Blasting Off With The Shuttle 








Handy Bottle | The Shuttle retails for about $4.50. 
PHOTO SUPPLIED 





BOOZE MUSE MELISSA PRIESTLEY 
ANOTHER WINE INVENTION 
FROM THE AUSSIES ARRIVES 
FOR A SUMMER OF FESTIVALS 
AND SPORTING EVENTS 





Wine snobs thought it was bad when 
screwcaps came out; I can’t wait to 
see the uproar caused by the newest 
innovation in wine packaging: the 
“Shuttle.” 

This decidedly different take on 
wine packaging is the brainchild of 
Hardys, an Australian wine mega- 
producer. The Shuttle unites wine 
bottle and glass into one complete 
package: a small plastic glass inverted 
over the neck acts as the seal to the 


USTRALIA 


sooKNAY 
mu0N 


single-serve 250mL bottle of wine. A 
screwcap is built into the bottom of 
the glass, so a simple twist opens it 
up. Keep this in mind if you're play- 
ing around with it in the liquor store; 
I quickly found myself with an open 
bottle of wine after trying to figure 
out how it worked. At least they're 


small bottles. (Read: I secretly want- 
ed wine anyways, so I “accidentally” 
twisted it too far. Oops. Guess I'll 
have to drink that now. Can't let it go 
to waste.) 

Hardys launched the Shuttle in 
Australia at the 2006 Cirque du So- 
leil. Wine sales jumped over 160 per 
cent at events during the season, and 
the Shuttle quickly spread to sport- 
ing events and other large venues 
Their success at home prompted 
Hardys to take the Shuttle on the 
road, so to speak; the company has 
just launched it internationally. 

The Shuttle comes in red (the 
2008 Shiraz-Cabernet Sauvignon) 


than the red 

Being an unabashed wine geek, 
however, | conducted a quick taste 
test comparing the wine when it's 
served in the Shuttle versus a regu- 
lar wineglass. It's better out of the 
glass. This should not be surprising; 
acrylic does not enhance the flavours 
of wine 

However, one must keep things 
relative. The Shuttle is not meant 
to be served at fancy dinner parties. 
Acutally, it’s not even a good choice 
for an everyday drinking wine: the 
Shuttle comes in a pretty small bottle 
and the built-in glass isn't necessary 
if you have easy access to other serv- 





CON #1: RECYCLABLE ITEMS DON’T ALWAYS GET 
RECYCLED, ESPECIALLY DURING THE CLEANUP 
AFTER A LARGE EVENT. 





and white (the 2007 Chardonnay- 
Semillon). Both are part of Har- 
dys’ entry-level series of wines, and 
should run around $4.50 per glass 
Taste almost seems like a second- 
ary consideration in such packaging. 
Put simply — because this is simple 
wine — the wine is okay. Not great, 
not even good, just okay. It’s com- 
parable to any standard entry-level 
Australian wine. The white is better 
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ing vessels. 

Rather, the Shuttle is best left to 
the types of events that gave rise to 
it in the first place: hockey games, 
rock concerts, circuses, rodeos, sex 
shows, any place where having a 
glass of wine was previously im- 
possible, or at least highly improb- 
able. This is exciting news for wine 
drinkers. Sure, the Hardys stuff isn’t 
amazing, but maybe other wine pro- 
ducers will follow suit. 

Heck, I’m even optimistic enough 
to think that maybe this is a step 
towards a more liberal societal view 
of alcohol. The Shuttle practically 
screams to be taken on the road; 
popping one open on a picnic or dur- 
ing a stroll in the park just makes 
sense. Maybe the introduction of 
such travel-friendly alcohol packag- 


ing is a sign that our society is slowly 
creeping towards greater acceptance 
of social drinking. Maybe one day 
you'll be able to drink a glass of wine 
or a can of beer openly and proudly 
in Hawrelak Park and not be afraid 
of getting slapped with a fine 
One of the Shuttle’s features that 
Hardys is quick to point out is its 
environmental friendliness. Pro #1: 
the entire thing can be recycled. Pro 
#2: it weighs considerably less than 
a glass bottle of the same size, so it 
uses less fuel during transportation. 
However, after envisioning thou- 
sands of these things circulating 
through the crowd at Rexall, I’m not 
sure I’m sold on its eco-friendliness. 
Con #1: recyclable items don’t always 
get recycled, especially during the 
cleanup after a large event. Con #2: 
if a person orders two or three (not 
inconceivable due to the small size), 
the garbage is considerably increased 
than if they were just refilling their 
glass from a larger container. Con 
#3: will Bottle Depot staff even rec- 
ognize this as an alcohol container? I 
can't shake the feeling that this thing 
will create more garbazge in the end. 
The Shuttle is also extremely tacky 
— at least, that was certainly the ad- 
jective that came to mind when I saw 
the contraption for the first time. But 
it definitely fulfils a legitimate pur- 
pose in the beverage alcohol world, 
and therefore I can't condemn it 
outright. Personally, I’d rather drink 
wine out of the Shuttle than choke 
back a cup of pissy domestic swill. 
Last summer it was wines pack- 
aged in Tetra Paks; this summer it's 
the Shuttle. I can’t wait to see what 
the Aussies dream up next year. 
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Odin’s Bill 


LOCAL VOCAB - BY TRENT WILKIE 


NOUN - Emergency bill passed by the Government of Alberta.. 

“After a bill that would allow parents to pull their children out of classes 
discussing the topics of evolution and homosexuality was leaked to the public, 
people began to think that the Alberta government is a group of uneducated, 
God-fearing honkies bent on forcing their beliefs onto helpless children. This 
couldn't be farther from the truth. So, to counteract the sentiment of the bill, 
they passed Odin’s Bill, which is designed to ‘Impress chicks by talking about 
how much we like to do it.’ We will right this ark one way or another.” 


H2N2 


NOUN - Michael Bay-directed sequel to the swine flu, aka “HIN1.”.“ In H2N2, the 
earth is attacked by exploding pigs bent on exploiting and exploding the world.” 


Notnomde 


NOUN - The dimensional opposite of Edmonton, Alberta, Canada. “In Notnomde, 
drivers are courteous, people stab each other with affectionate glances, and our 
schools are filled with ideas rather than religious posturing. Oh yeah, and every- 
one’s insides are on their outsides. Damn, | just got mustard on my intestines!” 


check out new vocab every week 
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DINING  CASUAL-ELEGANT - BY SCOTT LINGLEY jas1 words 


Reserved For A Special Occasion 


AMEAL AT PACKRAT LOUIE 
DOESN'T COME CHEAP, BUT THE 
EXPERIENCE IS WORTH THE 
EXTRAVAGANCE 





PACKRAT LOUIE 
10335-83 Ave,, 433-0123 





Tax season during the global eco- 
nomic downturn — doesn’t feel like 
there's so much to celebrate there. It’s 
the mixed blessing of living in Soviet 
Canuckistan: on the one hand, social 
safety net; on the other, the only way 
to avoid paying taxes is by earning so 
little money that the Receiver Gen- 
eral can't be bothered with you. 

Luckily, springtime arrived just 
slightly ahead of my tax bill and 
filled me with the urge to splash out. 
A meal at Packrat Louie, the long- 
standing landmark just off Whyte 
Avenue, seemed in order. 

I confess, every time I line up a 
meal at Packrat — and even a week 
ahead of this occasion, we could only 
secure a table in the lounge — I be- 
seech whatever deity hasn't yet giv- 
en up on us that the kitchen will be 
cooking up some ostrich that night. 
In an earlier age, the gawky, flight- 
less, and reputedly vicious bird was 
a standard feature of the Packrat 


menu and, by some fluke, happened 
to be a featured special the last time 
I visited them something over a year 
ago. Its an unbelievably tender and 
toothsome meat, and unlike most 
birdflesh, safe to consume cooked 
rare. Long story short, PL served up 
an especially mouth-watering prepa 
ration of ostrich and I’d never hesi- 
tate to order it, no matter the price 
any time they cared to whip it up 
Alas, the preponderance of big 
tables on this recent visit meant no 
specials board, and maybe this was 
just as well. It forced me to reckon 
with the regular menu. Which made 
the choosing much harder. Just like 
the main dining room, the lounge 
side was teeming with revelers — I’m 
not the only one who thinks of Pack- 
rat when I think of special occasions 
— and, though she had her hands 
full, our young server was attentive 
and seemed pretty relaxed. She got 
us seated, poured us some wine and 
took the time to tell us about the food 
on the menu amidst the clamour. 
Even then, it wasn’t very easy to 
decide. The Chilean sea bass and 
crusted halibut were both exerting 
a pull, but the sound of roast loin of 
venison ($36) was too good to turn 
down. My usual co-diner opted for 


the New York strip loin ($32), and 
our guests for the evening ordered 
the grilled pork chop ($30) and an 
ostensibly humbler shrimp pizza 
($14) from their 
and a half caesar salad ($6) 


wood-fired oven 


Despite the commotion caused by 


two big tables in our near-vicinity 





THE TAB: $112 FOR FOUR 
(FOOD ONLY) 

THE GIST: YOU GET 
WHAT YOU PAY FOR 
TRY: THE ROAST LOIN 
OF VENISON 
REMEMBER: BOOK AHEAD 





full of people loudly greeting one 
another and passing around babies 
we managed to enjoy a little wine and 
conversation while the kitchen craft- 
ed our entrées Appearances aren't 
everything, but the PL kitchen seems 
to know something about mak- 


ing their food look good. My roast | 


venison, for example, was split into | 


matching puce-centred obelisks and 
an avalanche of pan-fried spatzle on 
a dark mirror of demiglaze flanked 
by melon-balled morsels of zucchini 
and carrot and bright green shafts 





EVENTS 


ANEVENING WITH THE AUTHORS AUDREY'S BOOKS, 
10702 JASPER AVE., MAY 7 Some of Alberta's top short-listed 
authors such as Su Croll, Lisa Martin-DeMoor, Shawna 
Lemay, and Erica Wiens will read their work. Doors at7 p.m. 
Info: 422-8174, 

ART ON THE BLOCK: ANNUAL ART AUCTION ART GAL- 
LERY OF ALBERTA, #100 10230 JASPER AVE,, MAY 13 Purchase 
original art while supporting the Art Gallery of Alberta's 
exhbitions and education programs. More than 75 items, 
including works from Sandra Bromley, Catherine Burgess, 
Edward Burtynsky and more. Doors at 6:30 p.m. Tickets: 
S100. Info: www.artontheblockalberta.com. 

ARTS MARKET CARROT COMMUNITY ARTS COFFEEHOUSE, 
9351-118 AVE, Artists and artisans from the community and 
beyond, sharing unique gifts with local flavour. Every Sat. 
From 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Info: www. therarrot.ca. 

BENEFITS OF REMEMBERING PARK MEMORIAL 
RECEPTION CENTRE, 11015-101 ST, MAY 9 Presented by The 
Edmonton Bereavement Centre and Park Memorial Funeral 
home, Time: 10 a.m. till 11:15 a.m. Info: 454-1231. 

BLOOMIN’ GARDEN SHOW & ART SALE ALBERTA AV- 
ENUE COMMUNITY CENTRE, 9218-118 AVE, MAY 9 Featuring 
local art, flower baskets, plants, vegetables and workshops. 
Doors at 9 a.m. Info: www.artsontheave.org or 722-3733, 
BOOKS TO EAT GALA STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY, #7 

SIR WINSTON CHURCHILL SQUARE, MAY 9 Edmonton Public 
brary annual fundraiser to include an evening of food, 
Music anda silent auction. Info: www.epl.ca/bze. 
BUTCHER OF PENETANG READING AUDREY’S BOOKS, 
10702 JASPER AVE, MAY 8 Award-winning CBC News 
Reporter Betsy Trumpener reads from her debut collection 
of short fiction, The Butcher of Penetang. Doors at 7:30 p.m. 
Info; 423-3487, 

DAVID CARRADINE PROHIBITION, 11026 JASPER AVE, MAY 
7 Autograph signing with actor. Doors at7 p.m. 

DOCTORS AND DERRIERES SILENT ART AUCTION 
ENTERPRISE SQUARE, 10230 JASPER AVE, MAY 8 Local Artist 
Showcase that features medical students who have volun- 
teered to pose nude. All proceeds go to Change for Children's 
Emergency Social Health Fund, Infowww.doctorsandder- 
rieres. blogspot.com. 

ERIC BRAEDEN RIVER CREE RESORT AND CASINO, 
WHITEMUD DR. AND WHITEMUD RD. ENOCH, MAY 9 Meet 
theman who plays Victor Newman in The Young and The 
Restless. Doors at Ip.m. 

FESTIVAL VOLUNTEER FAIR TRANSALTA ARTS BARNS, 
10330-84 AVE, MAY 13 Doors at 3 p.m. Info: www.volun- 
teeredmonton.com. 

FRANK MCKENNA LUNCHEON CROWN PLAZA — CHATEAU 
{ACOMBE, 1011 BELLAMY HILL, MAY 8 Doors at 1:30 a.m. 
Info: edmontonchamber.com. 

FREE FAMILY ART NIGHTS NINA HAGGERTY CENTRE, 
5704-IN1AVE. For Parents and children upto 7. Every Thu. 





| FUNDABLE DOCUMENTARY WORKSHOP FAVA 9722-102 


| HOST FAMILIES REQUIRED STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY, 


Doors at 6:30 p.m. Info: 780-474-761. 


| FROMTHE GALLERY TO THE GARDEN ART GALLERY OF 


AGA exhibitions followed by a trip to the Devonian Botanic 
Gardens. Doors at 10:30 a.m. Info: www.artgalleryalberta. 
com. | 


ALBERTA, #100 10230 JASPER AVE., MAY 10 Guided tour of | 


ST.MAY 9 Hosted by award-winning director and producer 
Jennifer Fox. Doors at | p.m. Info: www.ewss.ca. 
GARNEAU COMMUNITY LEAGUE CITY ARTS CENTRE, 
10943-84 AVE, MAY 13 Annual General Meeting. Doors:7 
p.m. members, 8 p.m.non members. Info: Kathy 439-5264, 
GRAND OPENING REFRESH ORGANIC BISTRO, 10151-82 
AVE, MAY9 


#7SIR WINSTON CHURCHILL SQUARE, TO MAY 28 A one- 
Month Program For 12 students between 12-18 years old 
from Spain, travelling to Edmonton to improve their English 
and experience life in Canada. Info: www.ted-leaf.com or 


| 499-6799, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





| HUNGRY FOR JUSTICE - THE WORLD FOOD CRISIS AND 


YOU KINGS UNIVERSITY COLLEGE, 9125-50 ST., MAY7—9 
Offer several workshop options and keynote speakers. Info: 
wwwaalbertasynod.ca. 

MAXIMUM IMPACT LEADERSHIP SIMULCAST 
PARAMOUNT THEATRE, 10233 JASPER AVE., MAY 8 Featuring 
10 speakers communicating the art and science of whole 
leadership. Lunch provided by Axis Cafe. Tickets: $99 in 
advance, $109 at door. Info: 423-2489, 

MULTICULTURAL FAIR CENTRE FOR IMMIGRANT WOMEN, 
3RD FLOOR, 1010-105 ST., TOMAY 8 Info: www.changing- | 
together.com, 

RISE CELEBRATION C/TADEL THEATRE, 9828-1014 AVE, 
MAY 7 Recognizing Immigrant Success & Excellence. Doors: 

6:30 p.m. Tickets $25. Info:www.emcn.ab.ca. 

RALLY AT THE LEGISLATURE ALBERTA LEGISLATURE 
BUILDING, 97TH AVE, & 107TH ST., MAY 9 The member 
organizations of Public Interest Alberta's Seniors Task Force 
are going to be mobilizing Albertans to put pressure on the 
government to commit to a public continuing care system. 
130p.m. 

REEL FEMME FILM FESTIVAL METRO CINEMA, 9829-101 
AVE, MAY 8- 9 Info:www.ew!s.ca. 

SPRING CRAFT FAIR GOLDBAR HALL, 4620-105 AVE, MAY 

9 Showcase and Sale of Local Artists and Craftspeople. 10 
am-4pm. 

‘STAND UP FOR PUBLIC HEALTH CARE ALBERTA LEGIS- 
LATURE BUILDING, 97TH AVE, & 107TH ST,, MAY 9 Friends of 
Medicare Rally, 1:30 p.m. Info: 423-4581. 

STARS ON ICE REXALL PLACE, 7424-118 AVE, MAY 9 

Featuring Sasha Cohen, Kurt Browning, Jamie Sale & David 
Pelletier, Jeff Buttle, and many more. Doors at 7:30 p.m. 
Tickets: www.ticketmaster.ca. 

STORY CAFE: “WILD WOMEN” ROSIES BAR AND GRILL, 
10475-80 AVE, MAY 7 Featuring Dawn Blue, Enaid and Jennie 
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| Frost. Doors at7 p.m. 


SWING DANCE AT SUGAR FOOT STOMP ORANGE HALL, 
10335-84 AVE., Beginner lessons followed by dance. Every 
Sat. Doors at 8 p.m. 

WOMEN’S DAY 2009 CHURCH ON 99TH, 9908-67 AVE, 
MAY 9 Invited women of all Ages for brunch, makeovers, gift 
baskets and door prizes. Tickets: $15. Doors at 9:30 a.m. info: 
www.churchon99,com. 

WRITERS’ CIRCLE CARROT COMMUNITY ARTS COFFEE- 


| HOUSE, 9351-18 AVE, Writing workshop every Tue of month. 


Doors at 7 p.m. 


UEER 


BISEXUAL WOMEN'S COFFEE GROUP VILLAGE LIFE- 
STYLES, 10429 79TH AVE. Asocial group for bi-curious and 
bisexual women. Every second Tue of the month. 8:00 p.m. 
Info: http://groups yahoo.com/group/bwedmonton. 

MEN TALKING WITH PRIDE PRIDE CENTRE, 9540-I/AVE., 
A social discussion group for gay, bisexual and transgen- 


| dered men to discuss current issues and to offer support to 
| each other, Every Sun. Doors at 7 pum. Info: tobwells780@ 


hotmail.com. 

PFLAG PRIDE CENTRE, 9540-IIIAVE., Parents and Friends 
of Lesbians and Gays: A support group for family members 
and friends of GLBT people. An excellent resource for people 


| whose family members and friends have just come out. 


First Wed of monith. Doors at 7 p.m. Info: edmontonabéal 
pflagcanada.ca, 

SENIORS DROP-IN PRIDE CENTRE, 9540-INAVE. A social 
and support group for seniors of all genders and sexualities 
to talk, have tea and offer each other support. Every Tue and 
Thu. Doors at | p.m. Info: tuff@shaw.ca. 

TESG PRIDE CENTRE, 9540-INAVE. Transgender Education 
and Support Group: Education and support for transgender, 
transsexual and questioning people in any stage of transi- 
tion. Second Tue of month. Doors at 730 p.m.info: admingl 
pridecentreofedmonton.org. 

TTIQ PRIDE CENTRE, 9540-I1IAVE. A mixed gender open 
support group addressing the needs of transsexual and 
transgendered individuals. First and third Sun of month. 
Doors at 1Z p.m. Info: admin@ipridecentreafedmonton.org. 
WOMONSPACE BOARD MEETING PRIDE CENTRE. 9540- 
TIAVE. A social and recreational society run 

by volunteers to provide opportunities for lesbians to in- 
teract each other in safe environment. First Sun of month. 
Doors at 10:30 a.m. Info: wspresident(@hotmail.com. 
YOUTH MOVIE PRIDE CENTRE, 9540-INIAVE. Movie chosen 
byyouth (aged 14 ~25), usually with LGBT themes. Popcorn 
is served. Doors at 6:30 p.m.info: brendan@pridecentre- 
ofedmonton.org. 

YOUTH UNDERSTANDING YOUTH PRIDE CENTRE, 9540- 
TNAVE. A place where LGBTQ youth under 25 can gather 

to have fun ina safe, supportive, and caring environment. 
Doors at 7 p.m. Info: yuy@shaw.ca. 








of broccolini. There was also a small 
raft of creamed leeks on the shore of 
the dark reduction 

The co-diner across from me was 
slightly taken aback by the massive 
bone-in pork chop set before him 
ntly so. Lesser pieces of meat 
Fred 
The kitchen had graciously subbed 


and rig 


over Flinstone’s car 


tipped 


roasted babies potatoes, and he too 





enjoyed tender-crisp broccolini with 
carrots. To my left, another co-din 
er looked over a photogenic New 
York striploin with mashed pota 
toes, roasted turnip and broccolini 
Discretion forbade me from closely 


examining the pizza, but its orderer 





proclaimed it her favourite 
Words fail me when I cast my mind 


back to that first morsel of venison 


ia?) 
—1 


tne tront 


to pass my lips. This particular New 
Zealand red tail had lived an espe- 
cially virtuous life, because its roast 
ed loin practically yielded to the edge 
of my fork and practically vanished 
into a ric h, earthy sensation across 
my palate. I wasn’t crazy about the 
squibs of homemade noodle, which 
were a bit dry, but the soft shreds of 
creamed leek were an inspired ac- 
companiment to the game and its 
dark sauce 

Sure, Packrat Louie isn’t the 
cheapest dining room in town, but 
not every occasion can be special. As 
always, Packrat gives you what you 
pay for in service, atmosphere, and 
kitchencraft. And anytime they’re 


fixing ostrich, they can charge m« 


whatever they want 
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BIKES - COMMUTING - BY JESSICA EARLE | 973 words 


The Cycling Commuter's Conundrum 


> 4 gars 
Committed Cyclist} Molly Tumbull, 


BIKE COMMUTING WOULD 
BE A GREAT OPTION, IF ONLY 
EDMONTON HAD A BETTER 
BIKE PATH SYSTEM 








It's 8:30 am. on a sunny spring 
morning and I'm stuck in traffic 
waiting to cross the Quesnell Bridge. 
A flashing sign tells me there’s been 
an accident, which explains why I 
haven't moved in the past half hour. 
While I watch drivers angle their ve- 
hicles in a futile attempt to extract 
themselves from the mess, it hits 
me: | really miss biking. 

The long stretch of cars is an ugly 
sight, and it speaks to what | think all 


of us already know — there are too 
many vehicles on Edmonton roads. 

Robert Park is a full-time bike 
mechanic and cycle commuter. He 
finds it ironic most people tell him 
they drive because it's quicker, since 
he often ends up beating them when 
he rides. 

“The traffic is so bad, I actu- 
ally outpace it,” he says about rush 
hour on the High Level Bridge. “I 
only go about 30 clicks... I think it’s 
hilarious.” . 

While Park prefers the efficiency 
of biking over public transit — a trip 
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from the Commonwealth Stadium to 
West Edmonton Mall takes 45 min- 
utes by bike and 90 minutes by bus, 
he says — he’s also often frustrated 
with the piecemeal infrastructure 
in our city. “In Edmonton, we have 
this half-assed bike path system,” he 
says. “It's great for what it is, but it's 
too short.” 

That's the problem with cycle com- 
muting in this city: some trips are 
feasible, while others just plain aren't. 
For example, from my home near 


Southgate, I find riding to Whyte Av- 


enue is pleasant if I cut through the 
community of Allendale; the roads 
aren't used much by cars, the lanes 


of the organizers of Edmonton's Bikeology festival coming up in June. with her six-year-old twins. Turnbull rides her bike to work year-ound, PHOTO BY MERYL SMITH LAWTON 


nitely don't feel safe with motorists 
coming off long trips at high speeds, 
and hoping they are going to see me 
when there's no shoulder and I'm 
forced to share their lane. 

Similarly, when I have to travel to 
the deep west end for work, it’s not 
practical to ride. There is no direct 
route and all the construction on 
the Quesnell forces me to take long 
detours. The cornmute takes at least 
an hour and a half in each direc- 
tion, which just isn’t practical on a 
daily basis. 

The city’s updated bicycle trans- 
portation plan, which was presented 
to the Transportation and Public 


more timid riders on roads specifi- 
cally designed for their use. 

“One of the things the plan looks at 
is expanding our network out,” says 
Claire Ellick, a city engineer with the 
Office of Sustainable Transportation, 
“because Edmonton has grown a lot 
since we last updated our bike plan in 
1992. Our new citywide network ... 
will address reaching our bike routes 
out to newer parts of the city.” 

While the plan calls for $35 million 
over the next three years, Ellick says 
only $17 million has been promised. 
And the bike plan must share that 
money with Edmonton's sidewalk 
strategy, meaning funds will be di- 





“WHEN YOU HAVE MORE PEOPLE ON BIKES AND MORE PEOPLE WALKING, YOU HAVE 
A QUIETER, CLEANER CITY. YOU HAVE FEWER PARKING PROBLEMS. YOU KNOW YOUR 
NEIGHBOURS. YOU HAVE HEALTHIER PEOPLE SHOWING UP FOR WORK.” 


are wide, and there are few lights 
that interrupt the trek. It's also easy 
to carry on north by using the High 
Level Bridge and zigzagging through 
the more quiet streets of downtown. 
My bike trip times are almost on par 
with driving for these destinations 
(especially if parking is factored in). 

But getting to South Edmonton 
Common is another story. No mat- 
ter which road I take, I always end 
up sandwiched between semis and 
SUVs, many of which are just get- 
ting off Queen Elizabeth II Highway. 
I'm an experienced rider, but I defi- 


Works Committee back in March, 
acknowledges these issues. The re- 
port calls for $100 million over the 
next decade to be directed towards 
creating a citywide grid of multiuse 
trails and bike lanes that would link 
up with neighbourhood connector 
systems, adding 489 kilometres of 
bikeways to the existing network. 
Its comprehensive approach would 
also provide end-of-trip facilities for 
cycling, bike racks for all ETS bus- 
es, and improved signs along biking 
routes. The goal is to make all areas 
of the city bike-accessible, getting 


vided among on-street bike routes, 
multi-use sidewalks, and 
wheelchair-accessible curb ramps. 
(The bike and sidewalk plans will be 
presented to city council in August.) 

Molly Turnbull, a mother of six- 
year-old twins who cycle-commutes 
year round, believes the bike plan is 
worth the investment. “It makes me 
a whole lot happier,” she says. “We're 
built to move. It’s one of the best 
parts of my day. Even if it’s in traffic, 
it's just a different pace of life. And 
when I get to work, people tell me I 
look really healthy and awake.” 


trails, 





Turnbull says biking also benefits 
the community at large. She believes 
planning a city for cyclists is a matter 
of vision: “As Los Angeles found out 
many decades ago, if you build just 
for cars, you get a very dangerous 
city — one where it's frightening to 


walk not only because of the traffic, 
but because no one is on the street. 
You get terrible pollution. You get 
big, ugly freeways cutting through 
your cityscape everywhere. 

“When you have more people on 
bikes and more people walking, you 
have a quieter, cleaner city. You have 
fewer parking problems. You know 
your neighbours. You have healthier 


people showing up for work.” 

Back on the Quesnell during ac- 
cident day, Turnbull's ideas are food 
for thought. It's a crisp, ride-perfect 
morning, but that notion is lost on 
us car commuters, stressed out by 
the delay. One determined motor- 
ist revs to the front of the queue by 
driving half on the shoulder, half on 
the grass, while the woman beside 
me drums her fingers nervously on 
the steering wheel. The scene is one 
of restless lethargy. I’ve been driv- 
ing for two months, and I already 
want out. 
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BIKES AUCTION - BY ANDREW PAUL |1:127 words 


The Land Of Misappropriated Bikes 


STOLEN BIKES RARELY MAKE 
IT BACK TO THEIR RIGHTFUL 
OWNERS, AND INSTEAD END UP 
AT THE POLICE AUCTION 





You wake up to the sounds of rum 
maging coming from the backyard 
As you crawl out of bed and look 
out the kitchen window, you notice 
that your garage door is open. That's 
when it hits you, like a punch in the 
gut — you've been robbed 

You rush outside with hopes that 
you. might catch the evil sons of 
bitches in the act, but alas, you enter 
your once-secure garage and real- 
ize that you have been pillaged. The 
worst part is — they stole your bike 

If you've ever had your bike stolen, 
you know it’s different from just hav- 
ing some of your stuff jacked — your 
bike is something personal. It’s your 
mode of transportation, your ticket 
to the city. Once it's gone, so is a tiny 
bit of your independence. It means 
you have to take the bus, pay for a 
cab, or worse, bum a ride. 

But what happens to your two- 
wheeled friend once it’s been ripped 
from your possession? 

Well, the ones that manage to es- 
cape the unpleasant fate of being 
chopped up for parts and are actu- 
ally recovered by police often end up 
at Fenske Auctions at 12135 William 
Short Rd., where they are resold to 
the highest bidder. This is purgatory 
for stolen bikes. 


The monthly auction sees an av 
erage of 150 bikes cross the auc- 
tion block and once the dust settles 
many of the bidders will walk away 
with some great bargains. “It's amaz 
ing some of the bikes that come 
through,” says Sonny Van Deel Piep- 
ers, a ring man for Fenske Auctions 
“We get some bikes that are worth a 
couple grand brand new or more.” 

The bikes that reach the auction 
floor come from all over the city 
explains Const. Murray Burke from 
the EPS bike unit. Bike theft is main- 
ly a crime of Opportunity that sees 
thieves stealing unlocked bikes from 
yards and the curbside. However, 
even those who think that storing 
their bike in a garage or some other 
locked shelter still fall victim to junk- 


ies and other criminals looking for a 





uick buck 

“It's the people who go around 
and do a lot of breaking and enter- 
ing,” Burke says. “They're looking 
for property to either pawn off or for 
a mode of transportation. They’re 
stealing it, they're pawning it, and 
they get their money for their dope 
and they're gone again.” 

The speed at which a bike is sold or 
stripped for parts makes the recovery 
of stolen bikes extremely difficult, 
Burke says. Often bike owners don’t 
make the process any easier, as many 
fail to take the proper precautionary | 
measures to ensure that the search 
for reclaimed bikes is as effective and | 


rs ee ea 
“IF YOU WOULD LOCK YOUR VEHICLE UP AT NIGHT, WHY | 


WOULDN'T YOU LOCK UP YOUR BIKE?” 


-—_eee eee eee | 


Inside the auction house, Alvin 
Fenske, the owner of Fenske Auc- 
tions, sits behind a giant plywood 
workbench like a judge presiding over 
a backwoods courtroom. In front of 
him, 75 men and women who look 
like they should be attending a curl- 
ing bonspiel in northern Alberta, 
sit on old office chairs bidding on a 
prosthetic leg that Fenske is waving 
over his head. 

“Why can't criminals have nicer 
stuff?” mutters my friend Dave as 
someone raises the bid to $5. 

He’s commenting on the police 
auctions that Fenske holds on the 
first Saturday of every month, where 
people from all over come to bid on 
unclaimed items seized or turned 
into the EPS. 

“Never mind the leg,” I answer. 
“We're here for the bike auction. 
That's where we'll see the real goods. 
Let's go outside.” 

Out in the auction yard, about 100 
customers circle a pile of bikes like 
sharks about to feed on a school of 
fish. They've already been here for 
an hour scoping out the competition 
and jotting down item numbers in 
anticipation of the bidding war that’s 
Sure to come. 
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as easy as possible. When a stolen 
bike comes into police possession, | 
the make, model, and serial number | 
are stored in an EPS database that 
keeps track of repossessed inventory. 
“A serial number is the only way you 
can identify your bike,” Burke says 
“A lot of people don't report their se- 
rial numbers when their bike is sto- 
len, so we can't trace them.” 

The crowd browsing the bikes looks 
a lot different from the one inside 
haggling over the fake leg — 1 even 
spot Greenpeace activist Mike Hude- 
ma and CJSR new director Saman- 
tha Power milling about the crowd. 
“We're here to support sustainable 
transportation and trying to encour- 
age more people to get on bikes,” 
Hudema says. “And this is one way 
people can get a cheap bike.” 

It was their first time at the bike 
auction, and they were hoping to 
spend no more than $200 each — a 
perfectly reasonable expectation, ac- 
cording to Paul Macdonald, who has 
been attending these auctions for 
about four years now. Macdonald is 
here in hopes of grabbing a couple 
of mountain bikes for a friend. He 
explains that it's important for any 
bargain hunter to do their research 








before bidding at the auction to make 
sure they're getting the biggest bang 
for their buck 

“You just need to know bikes,” he 
says, “and be willing to walk away 
from a price if it's too high because 
you can always come back. The worst 
thing you want to do is pay too much 
for something that's just not worth 
it. It's better to walk away and come 
back later. Last year I got a $700 bike 
brand new for $15.” 


The most Macdonald ever paid 





Going Once, Going Twice... | Alvin Fenske, owner of Fenske Auctions, presides over a bidding war during his monthly p 


for a bike was $450, but that’s quite 
rare, he says 
At 10 Mr 


emerges from the auction house and 


a.m Fenske himself 
takes his place atop a table in the yard 
and explains the rules. Cash only, he 
says, so anyone bidding better have 
the dough for the cashiers, or else 
More 100 


around the table as the ring men 


than people crowd 
hand cycle after cycle up to Fenske 
where he rambles on at light speed, 
doling out bikes to the highest bid 


lice auction at 12135 William Short Rd. PHOTL 





BY ANDREW PAUL 


ders 


In the end, most walk away 
happy. A number of children smile 
as they wheel away their shiny new 
bikes, and Hudema manages to get 
a new bike for $130. The only losers 
are the poor saps who didn’t lock ur 
their bike properly in the first place 
To keep that from happening to 
you, try taking Const. Burke's advice 
“Treat your bike as your vehicle,” he 
says. “If you lock your vehicle up 
at night, why wouldn't you lock up 


your bike? 
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BICYCLE STREETERS = MACKENZIE SINCLAIR 


Marc and Sara Bence, both 27 
Do you think it’s a good idea for the city 
to spend $100 million on new bike paths? 
SB: Good! 
MB: It’s an awesome idea 
Where is the best place to bike in the city? 
MB: Right here [River Valley]. 
And the worst? 
MB: We just tried getting up to St, Albert... 
SB? It's impossible. They should have ——— 
a bike lane all along St. Albert Trail. 


Michael Dunn 
Where is the best place to go cycling? 
Anywhere that the city has so far provided. I 
love it all. 
Why do you bike? 

I've been doing it for years. I just love doing it. 
About how many months per year are you 
able to bike? 

From April to ... | put it away in October. 








Do you think the city should spend 
$100 million to improve and 
extend the city's bike paths? 

Oh yeah, for sure 
Where is the best place to bike in the city? 
I'd say here [River Valley] and pretty much by 
McKernan School. 
Why do you bike? 
Oh, for fitness reasons. I’m getting old. 
How often do you bike? 





Where is the best place to bike in the city? 
RF and LJ: River Valley 
Where's the worst? 
LJ: Probably downtown 
RF: The Whitemud. 
Why do you bike? 
LJ: For leisure and enjoyment. 


I go a couple times a day, so I'd say lots. 


Why do you bike? 
SB: 'Cause it’s cheap. 








BIKES - ADVENTURES IN GASTRONOMY - BY PAUL MATWYCHUK | 921 worus 


What Wine Do You Serve With Bicycle? 


ISIT POSSIBLE TO EAT A BIKE? 
SEE'S INTREPID (AND VERY 
HUNGRY) REPORTER DECIDED 
TO FIND OUT 


Lisa: “When Krusty wants to, he can 
still blow them away.” 

Bart: “Yes. He can take a simple, 
everyday thing like eating a bicy- 
cle and make it funny.” —from the 
“Homer the Clown” episode of The 
Simpsons 


A man enters an Edmonton bicycle 
shop. He is tall, long-legged, but too 
fleshy to fit anyone's image of the 
typical cycling enthusiast. And yet 
he examines the items in stock with 
unusually avid interest, pausing here 


and there, crouching before one bike 
to feel the spokes of the wheel be- 
tween his fingers, reaching out to an- 


other to give the metal frame a ten- 
tative squeeze. Occasionally, you can 
notice him licking his lips, and at one 
point he even runs his thumb along 
the handlebars, lifts it to his mouth, 
and gives it a furtive lick. 

He stops. One of the bicycles seems 
to have caught his interest. A sales- 
person approaches him. “I see you're 
looking at the Piuma Ti,” he says. 


easy to repair —” 

“Yes, yes, yes,” interrupts the man. 
“But ... is it delicious?” 

Enough with the mystery: the 
man is me, doing some research for 
my contribution to SEE Magazine’s 
special bicycling issue. This issue 
posed a challenge to me: I wanted to 
do my part and write some kind of 
bicycling-themed article, only to be 


strange case of Michel Lotito and 
my mission became. clear. Lotito, 
you see, is the Frenchman whose 
appetite for seemingly indigestible 
objects earned him worldwide fame 
under the whimsical name “Mon- 
sieur Mangetout,” or “Mr. Eat-Every- 
thing.” Search for his name on You- 
Tube and you'll find a charming video 
of Lotito, a portly gentleman who re- 


SEARCH FOR HIM ON YOUTUBE AND YOU'LL FIND A CHARMING VIDEO OF MICHEL LOTITO 
SITTING DOWN TO DINNER WITH HIS WIFE AND EATING A PILE OF METAL SCREWS. 


“Yes,” comes the reply. “I think I'm 
interested in this one.” 

“Well, I can tell you that it's an ex- 
cellent road bike. It looks terrific, it’s 
classically designed, it's lightweight, 
it's efficient, it's long-lasting, it's very 


confounded by one seemingly insur- 
mountable obstacle: I hate exercise. 
I do, however, like food — but what 
good would that do me in a story 
about bicycles? 

And then I stumbled across the 


sembles the character actor Michael 
Lerner, sitting down to dinner with 
his wife and eating a pile of metal 
screws, a lightbulb, a wineglass, and 
even, horrifyingly, a couple of ra- 
zorblades. His most spectacular feat 


was consuming an entire Cessna 150 
airplane — a task that took him more 
than a year — but he also ate various 
television sets, beds, shopping carts, 
and chandeliers, nine tons of metal 
in all, before he died in 2007 at the 
age of 57. 

But for our purposes, let’s focus on 
the 18 bicycles that Lotito ate in his 
lifetime. Gastroenterologists never 
quite figured out how Lotito survived 
such a bizarre diet — some credit the 
unusual thickness of the lining of 
his stomach, while others note the 
large quantities of water and min- 
eral oil that he drank to help grease 
his dinner’s path down his super- 
human gullet. 

Watching Lotito at work, the thing 
that strikes me most oddly is the fact 
that he ate all 18 of those bicycles 

GASTRONOMY cont’d on pg. 17 
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GASTRONOMY (cont'd from pg. 16) 

es, no butter, no garlic, 

ven a few lashings of Thou 

sand Island dressing to make it all go 

down more easily. If | w going to 
follow Lotito’s ex 

mor¢ 
As I rode my ne\ chase home, | 
1 through 1 vourite recipes 


head e the Piuma Ti was 


ly hit me: ziti! What could be a 
delicious reward after an after 
noon pedalir p and down Edmon 


ton's hills? Plus, I figured, the light 


I whipped out a h 

work reduci e frame to a 
pile of inch-long cylinders and threw 
them into a pot of boiling water to 
allow them to become a little more 
al dente. Meanwhile, I bustled about 
the kitchen improvising a recipe, 
which I present to you here. I call it 
“Bright Lights, Bike Ziti.” 


‘2 cup of puréed spinach 

1 cup ground veal 

2 eggs 

‘/2 cup of grated Parmesan cheese 
'/2 teaspoon of marjoram 

V2 clove of garlic, minced 


‘2 cup of chopped bicycle tire 


a 


Low 


'/s cup of minced brake tubing 
Combine the above ients 
and add enough cream to allow it to 
congeal into a paste. Then, take the 
pieces of the bicycle frame and fill 
ver it all with 
onions, celery, 


gears, and ped 


suppose | shou varn you that 


inaugural bicycle meal took me 


: nore unpleasant 
hours on the toilet afterward — after 
I flushed, y could hear the waste 
clanging all gc nm the pipes) 
My refrigerator is filled with Tup- 
perware contain of sauce and 

ziti” noodles, z I still have more 
than half a bicycle on the floor of my 
kitchen eftovers. (What will I do 
with the chz Should | treat them 
like angel-hair pasta, or more like 
calamari?) Well, at least it'll never go 
bad. But how am I going to get rid of 
all this food? I've eaten five rolls of 
Tums, and it still feels like the entire 
U.S. Postal Pro Cycling Team is rid- 
ing through my intestines. 
Maybe I should have started small 
instead. Like with a unicycle. Mmmm 
now, that’s good eating! 


Paul Matwychuk is a paid writer, 
and accustomed to flights of fancy. 


Please do not try this at home 


est. 1934 - 75 years 
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MUSIC PROFILE - LOVE STORY - BY PAUL MATWYCHUK j776 words 


The Handsome Family's Second Honeymoon 


THE SONGS OF BRETT AND REN- 
NIE SPARKS FIND 

ROMANCE IN CRACKED WIND- 
SHIELDS AND DEAD INSECTS 





Rennie Sparks doesn't think the 
story of how she met her husband 
Brett is especially romantic. “He was 
waiting for another girl that he had a 
date with,” Rennie says with a laugh 
“I'm not sure if he wasn’t sure what 
his real date looked like or what, but 
I saw him and sat down next to him 
and we started talking. By the time 
his real date showed up, it was too 
late! We never really spent much 
time apart after that. We've been to- 
gether ever since.” 

And what about the other girl? 
“Oh, the poor thing,” laughs Rennie. 
“We all went out to get a drink to- 
gether, but it soon became clear that 
I wasn’t going anywhere. | offered 
to give her some of my tequila as a 
parting gift. I felt bad for her, but | 
wasn't leaving!” 

That was some 20 years ago, and 
no matter what Rennie says, it was 
the beginning of one of alt-country’s 
great romances. At the time, she 
was living in New York trying her 
hand writing fiction, and the idea of 
becoming a songwriter, much less 
being in a band, had never crossed 
her mind. But falling in love with a 
musician has a way of changing your 
career path: the couple married and 
began performing together and re- 
cording albums under the name The 
Handsome Family. Their first album, 
1995's Odessa, set the template: 
Rennie would write the lyrics, Brett 
would handle the music, with his 
distinctive baritone croon adding a 
mournful, out-of-the-past, Southern 
Gothic flavour to their alt-country 
arrangements. 

“I've always loved the way bands 


like The Mills Brothers or The Ink 
Spots used to sing,” Rennie says 
“It's a very gentlemanly, polite way of 
Singing about very emotional things 
In rock music, people tend to think 
that to express emotion you have 
to go out of tune or say something 
crudely, but there are other ways to 
do it as well. If I sang some of these 
songs, they'd probably go over the 
line, but Brett has that deep voice 
that lends them some weird authori- 
ty. It feels real. It’s hard to find that.” 

Those influences have never been 
plainer than on the new Handsome 
Family album, Honey Moon. With 
their 20th wedding anniversary ap- 
the ‘Sparks decided to 
write an entire album’s worth of love 


proaching, 


songs, but with melodies that could 
have come from the pen of Stephen 
Foster or Hoagy Carmichael and the 
constant, rapturous images of plants, 
insects, trees, and animals (“I am the 
puddles in the street waiting for your 
falling leaves / Twine your vines 
around me, drop your branches in 
my path”), no one would ever mis- 
take them for conventional Diane 
Warren-style power ballads. 

“I live in a city,” Rennie says, 
“which is why I feel it’s important to 
write songs like this. It’s very easy to 
forget about the natural world when 
all you see are manmade things. 
Rocks, plants, sky — it’s a good feel- 
ing to be reminded of that stuff. But 
I didn’t want the album to be escap- 
ist; | wanted there to be a nod to the 
reality of parking lots and highways 
and garbage. That's part of the land- 
scape these days, no matter where 
you live. The song ‘A Thousand 
Diamond Rings’ [which describes 
smashed windshields and neon signs 
looking like jewels in the sunset] sort 
of sums up where we live. When the 
light hits it just right, even the ugliest 


WHEN THE LIGHT HITS IT JUST RIGHT, EVEN 
LOOKS INTERESTING. 


THE 


Hey, Good Lookin’! | Brett and Rennie Sparks 


parking lot looks interesting.” 

In the hands of The Handsome 
Family, even the idea of a female in- 
sect devouring her mate can seem 
bottomlessly romantic: “Darling, 
My Darling,” Honey Moon’s strang- 
est song, is sung from the point of 
view of a male praying mantis sur- 
rendering to his lover: “Darling, my 
darling,” Brett sings, his voice aching 


with sincerity, “your snapping fangs 





(aka The Handsome Family) make beautiful music together on Honey Moon. PHOTO BY MARK OWEN 


don’t scare me / I'll leap on your 
spine and love you till you gnaw me 
down to my wings.” 

“I was reading Darwin's Origin of 
Species,” Rennie says, “and there’s a 
whole section in there about insects 
that's really sexy. It was surprising to 
see the amazing lengths insects will 
go to in order to attract each other 
It's all they care about. Their whole 
lives, from the second they’re born, 






are devoted to these intricate mat- 
ing rituals and dances and singing. 
They're way more romantic than 
human beings, if you think about 
it. They will risk everything for that 
one little moment! In a lot of ways, I 
think it’s the most romantic song on 
the album.” 


The Handsome Family’s Honey 
Moon (Mint) is in stores now. 








Emm Butterfly | Withia dazen albums under her bet, the Ontario singer/songwaiter Emm Gryner isa Goddess inaction, Well, a 
demigoddess atthe very least: PHOTO SUPPLIED 
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HOT TICKETS : MUST-SEE SHOWS 





SNOW ANGEL 


Haven Social Club « May 14 

$12 | Ticketmaster 

David Bowie once called Gryner one of his 
favourite Canadian acts (the Sarnia-born 
temptress used to sing and play keyboards 
in his band). Give Goddess, her latest album, 
a solid once-over, you'll be inclined to agree 
with Mr. Stardust. It's a wintry-feeling album, 


with the snowy Canadianlandscape featured | 


Prominently on tracks like the introspective 
“Skating Rink" and the sweeping, majestic 
“Die Evergreen” — and the songs are gor- 
geous enough to make you half-wish spring 
could delay its arrival just a little bit longer. 





aia FROM THE WESTERN PROVINCES 
States 

Black Dog Freehouse « May 13 
Free 






te em: 


We'll give props to any band that can record 
an album in eight days, including travel time 
from Winnipeg to Austin, Texas, and not end 
up strangling each other. That's the feat this 
Prairie quintet pulled off in 2008 when they 
headed south to Premium Recording Studios 
to polish off their second album, Bye and, Bye. 
To cap it all off, the group decided to execute 
the project old-school without any digital 
technology. Hold on, Western States: do you 
seriously expect us to believe you can make 
good music without a computer? 





JET SET 

Lorelei Loveridge 
Blue Chair Café» May7 
$15] At the door 


Lorelei Loveridge's latest CD, Bakhoor, is a 
musical account of the 1] years she spent 
living in Saudi Arabia. If you're thinking her 
Story has to be full of religious zealots, ter- 
rorism, and violence ... well, you'd only be 
half-right. There's also earthquakes, tsuna- 
mis, and that war in Lebanon, all of which 
influenced this 15-track opus. Bakhoor was 
recorded in Canada, India, and Saudi Arabia, 
and even though she lives in Manchester, UK, 
Loveridge has decided to release it right here 
in Edmonton. Wow, this gal gets around! a 
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MUSICPREVIEW - HE SEES SHAPES - BY CURTIS WRIGHT | 572 words 


Of Space, Songwriting, And Synaesthesia 


NASA! COOL BRAIN DISORDERS! 
EVERYTHING ABOUT THE 
FLOWERS OF HELL'S GREG 
JARVIS SOUNDS LIKE IT CAME 
FROM A SCI-FI NOVEL 





THE FLOWERS OF HELL 
w/ Flora. Brixx Bar & Grill (10030-102 St, downstairs). Thu, 
May 14 (doors at 8pm, show at 9pm). Tickets: $8 at the door. 





The ultimate show for a space-rock 
band would be a concert literally in 
outer space. Not too many bands can 
say that they've gigged in front of 
extraterrestrial life, or brought their 
dark energy into dark matter. 

The Flowers of Hell haven't actual- 
ly played in space, but they've come a 
lot closer to than most. And when the 
16-piece, trans-Atlantic band shuttle 
through Edmonton next Thurs- 
day, chances are they'll be bringing 
some of their psychedelic spaciness 
with them. 

The Flowers of Hell's relation- 
ship with regions beyond Earth's 
atmosphere is rooted in more than 
their sound, which has been aptly 
(if wordily) described as “beauteous 
quasi-classical folk-blues cum mo- 
torik shoegazing pop.” The band’s 
highly eclectic, very cinematic sound 
has a great range, and apparently so 
does its fanbase. When Greg Jarvis, 
the creative force behind The Flow- 


ers of Hell, started receiving e-mails 
from the ridiculously smart (and, it 
seems, musically passionate) Na- 
tional Aeronautics and Space Ad- 
ministration about how much their 
eclectic orchestra was loved around 
space headquarters, the band was a 
little blown away. “It was pretty great 
to find out that the people at NASA 
are into space rock,” Jarvis says. 

According to Jarvis, it all started 
when a guy who actually worked at 
mission control got hold of some of 
their stuff and synced a FOH track 
with video of the launch of Discov- 
ery's latest mission. From there, he 
says, “the song became sort of a viral 
hit at the space station.” In fact, the 
latest e-mail Jarvis received from a 
NASA fan was sent from an orbiting 
shuttle just before it re-entered the 
earth's atmosphere — you know, just 
a quick out-of-planet note stating, 
once again, how much they enjoy the 
band’s stuff. 

The love the NASA crew are show- 
ing for the band makes sense once 
you learn about the scientific forces 
behind Jarvis’ music. Jarvis has the 
neurological phenomenon known 
as synaesthesia, which in his case 
means that different sound timbres 
literally cause his brain to superim- 
pose different shapes and images 
upon the reality he is seeing 





That's One Crowded Touring Van | There are 16 members in The Flowers of Hell... including one of the rock world’s very few clarinet players. PHOTO SUPPLIED 


“Drums will be like a set of dots,” 
he says, “[and] a distorted guitar kind 
of looks like a furry brushstroke run- 
ning across things.” (He describes 
his condition as walking around with 
an iTunes Visualizer in his mind.) 
In fact, this phenomenon gives him 
such pleasure that when making 
an album he focuses on “really just 
making a record that is going to light 
up my synaesthesia,” and composing 
the songs often becomes a matter of 
arranging those various shapes 


And judging from the sound of 
FOH's latest effort, Come Hell or 
High Water, there’ were a lot of 
shapes coming from Jarvis’ speak- 
ers. “The only time [synaesthesia] 
can be distracting,” he says, “is 
when you're in noisy environments 
or if you're trying to concentrate on 
something and there's a lot of talking 
going on.” 

And even if the people who hear 
his music don’t see the same trans- 
lucent shapes that Jarvis does, he 


enjoys how FOH’s sound-shapes 
“kind of shut people up for a while.... 
The idea of being briefly taken away 
somewhere else is the level we try to 
hit with the live show.” 

Whether that place is outer space 
ora location deep within Jarvis’ mind 
remains unconfirmed; however, we 
can say that NASA has no plans to 
launch any probes into his brain, 
which means that currently, the only 
way to access it is by seeing his band 
play live. 








MUSIC PREVIEW « GU! TAR! - BY PIOTR GRELLA-MOZEJKO | 473 words 


Youthful Keeper Of The Guitar Harem 


DANIEL BOLSHOY IS 
HOPELESSLY DEVOTED TO 
FOUR MUSICAL PARTNERS — 
AND HE LIKES THEM YOUNG 





DANIEL BOLSHOY 

Presented by the Edmonton Classical Guitar Society. Muttart 
Hall, Alberta College (10050 Macdonald Drive). Fri, May 8 
(8pm). Tickets: $20-25. 





Years ago in Poland, where | grew up 
during the now almost forgotten days 
of communism, a cute, “officially 
approved” rock ‘n’ roll song became 
very popular. In it, the (fernale) sing- 
er revealed that “A boy with a guitar 
would be great to pair with.” 
Guitarist Daniel Bolshoy was ex- 
actly the kind of guy she was looking 
for — in fact, he plays no fewer than 
four guitars, a veritable guitar harem. 
But lately he’s been in love with one 
of them in particular, an instrument 
created by the famous Polish luthier 
Bogustaw Teryks. “This guitar,” 
Bolshoy explains, “combines pow- 
erful sound with beautiful timbre. 
It's an amazing instrument, perfect 
for playing with orchestras and in 
larger venues. The Teryks was only 
just made. As opposed to violins or 
violoncellos, guitars do not age well. 
New instruments are preferred; the 


20 + May? -May 13, 2009 see magazine : edmonton 


younger the guitar, the better.” 

Bolshoy is in Calgary, preparing to 
perform with the Calgary Philhar- 
monic, with his Edmonton solo de- 
but (arranged for by the Edmonton 
Classical Guitar Society following six 
days later. Bolshoy is currently based 
in Montréal, but was born in Russia 
Soon thereafter, the family moved to 
Israel. “Only the Jews were allowed” 
— and expected! — “to leave the So- 
viet Union,” he explains, “and Israel 
was often their only option.” 

He moved to Canada in 1993 and 


a noted guitarist as well as violinist], 
flamenco, this sort of thing. But | 
have a passion for new works and I 
always look for such —” 

“But,” I interject, “this new stuff is 
often accused of being tough to swal- 
low!” 

“Not necessarily,” Bolshoy replies 
“Believe me, | perform quite a few 
pieces which are new, yet there is 
nothing ugly about them — and they 
are not products of artistic conces- 
sion! They are strangely beautiful — 
very melodic, but you can tell they're 





“I PERFORM QUITE A FEW PIECES WHICH ARE NEW, 
YET THERE IS NOTHING UGLY ABOUT THEM!” 





Israel's loss was Canada’s gain, for 
Bolshoy is a remarkable virtuoso, 
a sensitive, able, and what is more, 
very practical artist who knows 
what he wants and how to reach his 
goals. It is heartening, in fact, to hear 
such a young musician talk so much 
sense. (By the way, he can talk sense 
fluently in five languages. Not bad.) 
“How do I choose what I play?” he 
asks. “Classical guitar is usually as- 
sociated with older music, like the 
popular Diabelli, Giuliani, or Pagani- 
ni pieces [yes, that Paganini — he was 


recent. My audiences love them! 
Modern classical composers get a lot 
of bad press, but I feel it is the media 
that bear responsibility for saying ir- 
responsible things.... Good music is 
being written today as it was written 
in the past. This is precisely why | 
won't hesitate to play newer works 
next to Bach’s!” 

Bolshoy’s Edmonton recital is just 
that: a mixture of old and new, a 
journey in sound from J.S. Bach to 
Canada’s gifted Patrick Roux. Great 
guitarist, great programme. 


5 





Acoustic Guitar, How Lovely You Are | And the nimble-fingered Daniel Bolshay is pretty photogenic too, PHOTO COURTESY OF 
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MUSIC PREVIEW - DAMAGED BY ART BY TRENT WILKIE | 403 words 


SWASHBUCKLE WOULD FEEL RIGHT AT HOME THE UPCOMING PHILIP SEYMOUR HOFFMAN FILM THE BOAT THAT ROCKED |S SET 


The Stills Look Up 





OUTSIDE MUSIC 


THE MONTREAL BAND 
PLUNGED ITSELF INTO AN 
EXISTENTIAL CRISIS WHILE 
CREATING THEIR NEW DISC, 
OCEANS WILL RISE 





THE STILLS 

w/ Gentleman Reg. The Starlite Room (10030-102 St). Tue, 
May 12 (8pm). Tickets: $20, available through Ticketmaster, 
Blackbyrd Myoozik and Listen Records. 





“Every time you make a record, you 
try to expand on what you have 
learned in order to make better re- 
cords,” says Tim Fletcher, guitar- 
ist/vocalist for the Montreal band 
The Stills. “There’s a host of sub- 
conscious things going on and un- 
conscious motivations. | think as a 
musician and artist, the task is more 
to feel things rather than to overin- 
tellectualize your process. It's just a 
time in our lives where we wanted 


We Hope This Is Their Good Side | The Stills show off their noble profiles and their solemn expressions. PHOTO COURTESY OF 


that others may have,” Fletcher 
says. “We wanted to make a record 
and be like, ‘You know what? We 
are going for this and we are going 
to make a record we love on our 
own terms and it’s going to be good 
and that's it.’ Hopefully, because we 
will it, we'll find some success in 
that.” 

If his art school background gave 
Fletcher any tools as a musician, it 
would be a microscope rather than a 
microphone. In other words, Fletch- 
er is, first and foremost, an art fan 
— an amateur in the literal sense of 
the word. “I went to film school,” he 
explains, “so I write songs and pic- 
ture music in a very cinematic way. 
Everyone has got movies playing in 
their brain when they listen to music 
or when they read a book or when 
they engage with art. My art school 
influence is that it more profoundly 





“WHENEVER WE'RE IN DIFFERENT CITIES, 
[KEYBOARDIST LIAM O'NEIL] AND I WILL HIT DIFFERENT 
MUSEUMS. EVERYTHING CAN BE INSPIRING.” 





to do something different from our 


previous two albums. A lot of these 
songs translate live very well as well. 


There's a level of intricacy that our 
previous work doesn’t have — which 


is not a knock on our previous work. 
It's just different.” 


Phew. As you can tell, Fletcher 
understands the nuances of artistic 
conception. His understanding of his 
role as an artist can be described as 


borderline existential. And so get- 


ting their head out of their work in 
order to gain perspective on it be- 
came was the simple task The Stills 
faced with their new album, Oceans 
Will Rise (their third disc, and their 
first for the trendsetting label Arts 
& Crafts). Well, it was simple in 

* own destiny and create lives for our- 

* 


theory, anyway. 
“We really wanted to es 1 


ourselves and silence any of our 
own doubts or any external doubts 


informed me of what other artists are 


up to and have been doing through- | 


out the years. We are constantly 
searching and getting into things and 
showing each other different kinds 
of music, and that’s what keeps us 
vital and interested. Whenever we're 
in different cities, [keyboardist Liam 
O'Neil] and 1 will hit different mu- 
seums. Everything can be inspiring; 


everything can inform your outlook | 


on life.” 

There's a saying in the art world 
that a piece is never finished; it’s ei- 
ther due, abandoned, or you die. In 
the case of The Stills’ music, Fletch- 
er invokes a sense of poetic duty to 
himself and his bandmates. 

“We're just trying to create our 


selves,” he says. “We owe it to our- 
selves, and I guess in a way, we are 
creating our own hope.” 
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ON A PIRATE RADIO STATION BROADCASTING FROM A SHIP ANCHORED OFF THE BRITISH COAST IN 1966. 


MUSIC PREVIEW « A SCURVY CREW - BY TOM MURRAY |542 word: 


Arrrr For Arrrr’s Sake 


| SWASHBUCKLE COMBINES THE 


CRAZED ENERGY OF THRASH 
METAL WITH THE FUN OF 
TALKING LIKE A PIRATE 





| PAGANFEST 2 


| 
| 
| 





Featuring Swashbuckle, Blackguard, Moonsorrow, 
Primordial, Korpiklaani. The Starlite Room (10030-102 
St). Mon, May TI (Spm). Tickets available at the door and 
through Ticketmaster (451-8000/ticketmaster.com). 





It's demonstrably a bad time for 
brigands, what with the Pirate Bay 
website founders facing jail time and 
Somalian pirates under siege. What 
better moment, then, for pirate metal 
band Swashbuckle to ride their ship 
to the rescue and fix a reputation sul- 
lied by their incompetent brothers 
in-cutlasses? 

“Aye, that's the question,” ponders 
bassist Admiral Nobeard. “The So- 
malians. We don’t hold with takin’ 
American ships, because that’s our 
country, but what else can they 
do? Someone needs to gather them 
up, and then they can come party 
with us.” 

So this is the new wave of piracy? 
No walking the plank or destroying 


| ; 
each others’ vessels? 


“Well, we do rape and pillage,” he 
says a little apologetically. “But these 
be fellow pirates! We will welcome 
them with open arms, take their ma- 
chine guns, and then destroy them 
from the inside — with metal.” 

Sounds cunning — though unfor- 
tunately a little lacking in bloodshed. 
Speaking after the group’s New York 
show with the rest of the Paganfest 
2 lineup, Nobeard is fired up on 
(presumably) rum and a 20-minute 
opening set that he says had the pit 
in full effect. 

“Arrr, matey” — no, really, he actu- 
ally says this — “these moshers are 
crazy fuckers. After we play, we like 
to get out and party with the crowd, 
but for now I will talk with ye.” 

Yes, Swashbuckle are perennially 
stuck on International Talk Like a 
Pirate Day, but if they can’t get away 
with it, who can? The three-piece 
started their seafaring adventures in 
New Jersey, a noted stop for many 
of their (non-musical) historical 
brethren, including Captain Mor- 
gan and Blackbeard, who terrorized 
the shores of the state in the early 
18th century 

Little wonder, then, that Nobeard 
and his fellow crew members Com- 
modore Redrum (guitar) and Cap- 
tain Crashride (drums) would take 
up the mantle — it’s in their blood! 

“That's correct,” he affirms. “New 
Jersey is like that. There’s many a 
shar, many a darty wat'rin’ hall’ 

Uh — could you repeat that? 

“Sorry about the bad accent,” he 
sheepishly replies, now mixing clas- 
sic working-class Joisy tones with 
the occasional “ahoy” and “arrr!” 
“There's many a shore, and many a 








of their time on the high seas rocking out. PHOTO SUPPLIED 


dirty watering hole. But really, when 
it comes to ‘Pirate metal,” that’s just 
a term people use. Yeah, we're pi- 
rates — and proud — but we don’t sit 
around playing jigs on folk guitars 
or nothin’. We do thrash metal. We 
sing our sea shanties, and about be- 
ing pirates, sure, but we're a metal 





Avast, Me Heartles! | “We do rape and pillage” admits Swashbuckle bassist Admiral Nobeard, But the band spends the majority 


as 


apparel. Nobeard admits that the 
band gets funny looks from some 
of the audience when they first 
walk on stage in full buccaneer re- 
galia, but that the dismissive atti- 
tude usually changes within a song 
or two. 

“Some people laugh, others cheer, 


ee ee ee ee ee 
“WE'RE PIRATES — AND PROUD — BUT WE DON'T SIT 
AROUND PLAYING JIGS ON FOLK GUITARS OR NOTHIN’. 
WE DO THRASH METAL. WE SING OUR SEA SHANTIES, 
BUT WE’RE A METAL BAND.” 
SS 


band. Still, if people wanna put us 
under that flag, we'll gladly sail 
with it.” 

Their first release, Crewed by the 
Damned, is definitely in the vein of 
traditional thrash metal, though the 
topics are exactly what you'd think 
they'd be, considering the group’s 


but usually by the end of the show 
they have their perspective changed. 
Sometimes not, but whatever — 
we're cool with either; they do what 
they want, we do what we want. 

“It's about having fun — if you can't 
have a ball at a metal show, what the 
fuck are you doing?” 
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| MUSICBUZZ: MUNICIPAL HAPPENINGS [652 ards 


Huzzah! I Bring 





WILDLIFE FISH GRIWKOWSKY 

YOUR STEADFAST GOSSIP- 
MONGER HAS ACCOUNTS OF 
MEDICAL CALAMITIES, ROWDY 
DONNYBROOKS, AND CHRISTLY 
TROUBADOURS 





Ask Nickelas Johnson by what 
twist of cruel fate he wound up walk- 


| ing around with white construction 


tape tightly wrapped about his fin- 
ger during the Whitsundays tour 
and he might tell you a tale, should 
you feed him bacon. The guitarist, 
who, like most any man, hopes each 
morning for the continued use of his 
fingers, performed some much-bal- 
lyhooed “home medicine” after what 
shall from now be known as “a Bad 
Break for Smokey,” that latter so- 
riquet being the embryonic giant's 


stage name. 


To truly understand the events that 
ed to the injury, one must be familiar 
with the hive mind of a touring band 
ully and strangely in early love 


| Past the peak of a musical collec- 


tive’s career when each member eyes 





ealously the otherwise invisible mi- 
nutiae of the other's backstage tour- 
ing wagon is long well late for such 
amicable monkey business. Thus, a 
price comes to definition. We might 
posit that, regardless of rising suc- 
cess, there shall always be highway 
pain between men (adding logical 
confirmation with endless anecdotal 
evidence, of course). 

But enough with the burlesque 
taunting and onto dinner! Lyle 
Bell, who we also know in our on- 
spinning narrative circle as Whitey, 
decided that what he needed to do 
was hoist Smokey upon his back 
and subsequently slide down a ban- 
ister in the manner of a fey elfin lord 
seen doing so in the picture shows. 
The unhappy results of these high- 
spirited shenanigans, as you have 
by now doubtlessly surmised, bore 
the full weight of two grown men 
on poor Johnsons finger in a tumble 
of complicated though retrospec- 
tively presage-able physics. The re- 
sultant yelp, though unrecorded, is 
nonetheless also quite elementary 
to imagine. 

Smokey, the artist of thin lines 
behind smokeydraws.com, enjoyed 
the intoxication of our bodies’ “free 
bar” of defence chemicals, but even- 
tually decided to bind his throbbing 
digit, occasionally going so far as to 
compare its relative length without 


Fresh Scuttlebutt! 


definitive result. To complicate mat- 
ters, a question: are you, ask yourself 
frankly, completely confident that 
your own hands and feet form a per- 
fect twin set without such banister 
maladjustment? 

The punchline comes. Interviewed 
“postgame,” Smokey had this indi- 
rect but knowing advice for those 
among my readers unwise or fool- 
hardy enough to attempt a similar 
slide: “It fukken hurts.” 


But perhaps you as newspaper- 
clutcher desire some news not from 
the front, but inside our own factory 
setting where we now learn it's quite 
possible to have the portals of your 
vehicle smashed mindlessly and 
be thrown to the pavement not by 
criminals as such, but by bewildered 
enforcers of law! Moving one level 
upward from our police-dangerous 
streets, we find ourselves in the 
company of unknown friends at the 
Darren Frank show during its open- 
ing act, an outfit of minstrels named 
Yes Nice. 

Purportedly and certainly lyri- 
cally affectionate towards the Cult 
of Christ, the band is easily one of 
the most dynamic and flavourful 
playing our venues. My own shared 
theory that bands of a religious stripe 
commonly demonstrate superlative 
intense passion of unquestionable 
sincerity (Danielson Family, Will 
Oldham, etc.) stood again confirmed 
against an evaporating tide of po- 
tential religious unease. As striking 
singer Nathaniel Wong cheered 
on the apocalypse between fevered 
numbers, common footing was 
seamlessly brick-laid with his utterly 
soul-doomed congregation. 

If I, a sin-soaked devil, find my- 
self doing my part to hoist them 
onto the mountaintop, it is only in 
sincerest and most earnest gratitude 
for a performance that in the mod- 
ern tongue would simply be called 
“wicked.” 


No more of the past, a cry is sensed. 
What does fate have in store for us? 
After direct consultation with The 
Owl Man of Mount Parnassus, the 
answer follows: Roland Pemberton 
IIL is now DJing at metropolitan cen- 
tral Prohibition Wednesday nights, 
where for $3 under cutrate chan- 
deliers, you the lonely might find 
a friend in the form of whiskey or 
rabbit-decorated hops. 

But! Decide carefully, reader, for 
if by happenstance you read this 
on “publication Thursday,” David 
Carradine, onetime thespian of 
the tele-serial Kung Fu will there 
in bocce take on all tossers tonight, 
the seventh of May, two-thousand- 
aught-nine. : 
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CD REVIEWS 





bs Haunt-Core 
PATRICK WATSON 
Wooden Arms 
(Secret Cty) 
kkk kk 


Part Radiohead, part Kevin Hearn, Patrick Watson's Wooden Arms is an auditory dream composed of 

do-it-yourself soundscapes, hushed vocals, and inspired structure, Watson tickles the shit out of my 

fancy with this wondrous collection of songs — symphonically rich yet still catchy enough to hold on to a 
fadio-raised mindset. Let me put it this way: if you were to 80 to an expo in hell, the heaven pavilion would be playing Wooden Arms on 
repeat. “Where the Wild Things Are” is a visit to my childhood, "Tracey's Waters" is a visit to my future, “Fireweed" recalls all the years in 
between, and Katie Moore's vocals on the riveting “Big Bird in a Small Cage” practically dare me to play it at my funeral. As for the title 
track ... well, for me, it conjured up memories of Italy in the '30s — and |'ve never been to either of those places! Is this review too wordy? 
Pretentious? Precocious? Are the '30s even a place? Listen to Wooden Arms, and all those troubling questions will disappear. This is one 


of the best start-to-finish albums I've heard ina long time — it may scare off some radio stations, but it will outlive any of them 
TRENT WILKIE 








Teenage Kicks | 
JAPANDROIDS 

Post-Nothing 

(Unfamiliar) 

tok kat 

Sometimes | think about the culture | wish I'd known about back in high school: Kurt Vonnegut novels, Re- 
placements albums — things that are designed to have maximum impact on teenagers but for whatever 
reason passed me by completely. It’s just idle musing, but when something comes along like Post-Nothing, 
the exhilarating debut from Vancouver fuzz-punk duo Japandroids, | stop daydreaming and wish for a complete do-over of my teen 
years, starting right now. Guitarist Brian King and drummer David Prowse play with the reckless abandon — not to mention volume — of 
people still giddy over the sounds they've figured out how to make. And from the crazed hormones of “Wet Hair” to the homing missile 
chorus of “Young Hearts Spark Fire,” every bit of It Is blisteringly loud and press-repeat infectious. So teenagers, take note: this is the 
proper soundtrack for electric blue Slurpees and parking lot loitering. You'll thank me when you're older, 

MICHAEL HINGSTON 


JAPANDROIDS 


POST-NOTHING 








Optimus Primate 

ENDANGERED APE 

Ape Shall Not Kill Ape 

(independent) 

tok ba 

When Lethbridge’s Endangered Ape last played Edmonton, the male vocalist immediately took off his 
shirt and paraded around the stage, getting in the audience's faces like Les Savy Fav's Tim Harrington, 
then led the band through a cover of The Mekons' “Where Were You.” Needless to say, it didn’t really mat- 
ter what they sounded like: Endangered Ape live is an enjoyable spectacle regardless of-the music. So | was excited to hear Ape Shall 
Not Kill Ape and see these guys also know how not just to craft a cohesive EP. but also to translate most of their live show's energy to | 
disc, The full and frantic “Ghost Countdown’ kicks off the disc in energetic fashion, flowing perfectly from a catchy synth-punk verse 
toa more Misfits-sounding chorus. But the EP's centrepiece is the three-part song cycle “Tales of a Survivalist Horror” which, as fabas 
Ican make out, tells the story of a man being hunted in the bush. | Particularly like the straight-up first-wave punk of “Part 3," withits 
repeated imprecations to “Stay alive!” There's an intelligence, an accessibility and an ambition to this disc that suggests Endangered 
Ape will be alive as well for a long time to come. 

MIKE DEANE 


ENDANGERED APE 
¥ ATM. 


ape shall nor kill ape 









Me Leica Very Much! 

_. CAMERA OBSCURA 

| _ My Maudlin Career 

(4A0) 

th kt 

“| don't want to be sad again,” sings Tracyanne Campbell on Camera Obscura's new disc My Maudlin Career. 
Then she'd better not listen to “The Sweetest Thing,” in which a woman talks about going out on a date in 

a (probably futile) attempt to forget about the man she really loves — the one with a voice so sweet, she'd 


trade her mother to hear him sing. Or “James,” which marks the first anniversary of her boyfriend breaking up with her — and, to add insult 
to injury, telling her “He hopes that we can still be friends.” ("Oh James, you broke me,” Campbell croons. "I thought | knew you well.”) And 
maybe she should avoid “Forests & Sands" — on that one, she describes wishing she could just will her blood to freeze to avoid falling in 
love all over again with a new boy. All things considered, Campbell should really just skip right to the joyful final track, "Honey in the Sun,” 
and its peppy chorus about her heart feeling “as warm as saxophones and honey in the sun.” But that's just Campbell; anyone else who 
likes tunefully melancholy pop music sung with a self-deprecating Glaswegian accent should snap up My Maudlin Career right quick. 
PAUL MATWYCHUK 





Forgetfulness 
82 GREAT NORTHERN 
er; Remind Me Where the Light Is 
(Eenie Meenie) 
woke 
Great Northern's sophomore album moves away from the intimate sound of the band's debut, Trading 


| we loved are submitted to 


he knows everyone “has” to 
| see him play and will continue 
| to pay to do so. 


| adonthe cover might be 
| worth beating offto as well 





Twilight for Daylight, trading pianos and ethereal melodies for guitars, drums, and often, genericness. The 
second half of the album, a return to their comfort zone, is where the album finds its groove. If you're a 
sucker for male-female vocal pairings, guitarist Solon Bixler and keyboardist Rachel Stolte's voices play well off each other, and Stolte 
in particular is adept at adapting her sound to each sone’s style. On “New Tricks," she plays up her breathier, more sublime qualities, but 





she can be commanding enough not to get lost in the heavier rock sound, as on “Houses,” where her vocals are the only thing keeping the | 


song from becoming too forgettable. The biggest gripe here, a common one for blissful dream pop like this, is that the lyrics feel like an 
afterthought. Remind Me Where the Light Is is well-crafted mood music, but it’s too uneven and unmemorable to be transcendent. a 


CLARA LOGINOV 





Agenda | the front | music| on screen | arts | sex | classifieds | the back 


| LISTEN: BY FISH GRIWKOWSKY — 


BOB DYLAN 


| TOGETHER THROUGH LIFE 


| Wemake concessions for Bob Dylan — any 


fan of his does. When we see him live, we 
give the singer unparalleled latitude to 

basically fuck with us as he pleases in his 
spaghetti jam sessions. Songs 


deepest-ocean pressures, 
leaving no recognizable 

skeletal structure. Yet it's 
economically democratic 


When it comes to his new music, Dylan cult- 
ists act the same, swooning with excuses. 


| No,no—that much zydeco is absolutely 

| necessary at all times! The wavering tempo 
| isjust keeping up with his head shaking as 

| he walks down the street. Still, Together 


Through Life is, after a number of listens, not 


| bad at all. Molasses blues with occasion- 


ally sinister underwater bass lines (like on 
“Forgetful Heart"). And that cement mixer 
voice is played to extreme effect onthe 
sassy “Life Is Hard.” 

The best song on Together Through Life is 
oddly the last, sort of Dylan's take on “Beau- 
tiful World” — Devo's last listenable song. 
Called “It's All Good,” it sees Bob slowly 


| turning the lyrical screw from cheerful hot 
| country philosophy to a naked accusation 


of human neglect, 
I'm keeping the CD for this 
song alone, though the CK 


tok kde 


GAB’N 

THINGLISH THANGUAGE 
“Words that are words that are said like they 
aren't." That's quite a gummy mouthful. But 
it's exactly what local rapper Gab'n goes on 
about for two sides, four mixes of the same 
song. He means, basically, squashed puns. 
Actually, linguistic mashups would be more 
accurate: Specognize, Texpect. Grinven- 

tor. Face-ism. Whacktivities, Dotcompiex. 









MUSIC 





Freeating. Gab'n snaps off these “Thinglish" 
weirdisms like fliercrackers — oh shit, now 
I'm doing it too, What is this, Pontypool? 
The paint is; they're more than kind of infec- 
tiously effective — infective? Effectious? 
Jesus, get out of my branium! 
The rap Itself is pretty Sugar Hill 
old school, back when hip hop 
was considered a novelty by 
the thick-legged. This nostal- 
gic effect is partially due toa 
vintage bubble recovd player, 
mostly because it's totally 
whacked-out, acid-trip weird 
Mixes by various Shout Outs ease - 
the crazy rhymes closer, and there's also ana 
Cappella version on Side A for the serious DJ. 
No question I'm going to be slampooning 
Thinglish hybrids into the sexicon from now 
on. You don't like it? As Gab'n says, “Write a 
letter to the headitor.” 
wk kr 


OLD SCHOOL 

VARIOUS ARTISTS 

THE MAHABHARATA (ORIGINAL 

SOUNDTRACK) (1893) 

After all that intentional gibberish, a cleans- 

ing soak is order. The most relaxing disc | can 
think of (outside of Lebowski-style bathtub 

whalesorig) is the original soundtrack to 

BBC's attempt to interpret the longest poem 
in history, the Sanskrit Mahabharata, more 

than 100,000 stanzas long. 

Full of flutes, hypnotic Taiko 

drumming and Hindu myth 
and wisdom narrated now 
and then by Frenchman 
Philippe Eidel and luxuri- 

ously sung into one piece by 

Sarmila Roy — the soundtrack is - 

utterly pleasant, 

That's especially true of the reboot creation 

story of Markeneya, the only man to escape 

the complete devastation of the Earth, 

who wearily comes upon a small child under 

a fig tree. | won't spoil the ending ... though 

we do currently exist in a “universe,” after 

all. 

FOO Ie 
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DJs/Club Nights FORBIDDEN FRIDAYS EMPIRE BALL- | JIMFINDLAY BLUE CHAIR CAFE, 9624-76AVE. Admission | iE MUD DR. AND WHITEMUD RD, ENOCH, MAY 8-9 7pm. 
HIGHER LEVEL THURSDAYS ROOM, #2667, WEM, 8882-170T. | by.donation. aoe Tibi Johnny Cash tribute. Doors at 7 p.m. COAST TO COAST PUB AND GRILL 552 CALGARY TR. Doors 
LEVEL-Z-LOUNGE, 607 JASPER FORMULA FRIDAYS LEVEL-2- | KEITHBAKER YELLOWHEAD CASINO, 12464-153ST-Tom | HLLY RINGO TOUCH OF CLASS GAMING ROOM, 11727 at9pm. 
AVE LOUNGE, TIGO7JASPERAVE. MoD | Jones tribute. KINGSWAY AVE, MAY 8-9 Doors at 830 p.m. CROWN PUB 10709-109 ST. Doors at 2pm. 
MIAFELLOW BUDOY'SPUB CLUB HALO LOUNGE, BSMT, 10538 | MCCUAIG BLUES ON WHYTE, 10329 WHYTE AVE. BLACKBOARD JUNGLE CASINO EDMONTON, 7055 ARGYLL | LB'SPUB#7I0,23 AKINS DR, ST ALBERT Doors at 4:30 pam 
TSB JASPER AVE JASPER AVE. MELISSA GOODCHILD WHITEMUD CROSSING LIBRARY, RD, MAY 8-9 MORANGO’S TEK CAFE 10118-79 ST. Doors at7 p.m. 
PUNK RAWK BINGO NEW CITY 427106 ST. Doors a2 pm. BOP ENSEMBLEHAVEN SOCIAL CLUB, ISI20ASTONYPLAIN. | ORLANDO'S2PUB& GRILL 12509-12757. Doors at 3 p.m. 
1008) IASPER AVE. Doors at 9pm. SATURDAY MISS UNDERSTOOD ON THE Lashom RO.MAY7-8 With Ann Vriend and Matt Epp. Tickets: ww. SUNDAY 
SURELY TEMPLE THURSDAYS Live Musi MUSIC ON A SUNDAY AE TERROON WENTERRID CROSS. toenidiesqere.com: 
TEWPLE 10030-1025 Doorsat 9pm. AVE MUSIC ING LIBRARY, 477-106 ST. Featuring cainetist Melissa CHUCKBROWN SHERLOCK HOLMESPUB, IOIZIOTAAVE, | DUSTER'SPUB640Z-I8 AVE. 
URBAN SUBSTANCE THURSDAYS GINGUR SKY BOBBY CAMERON BLUE CHAIRCAFE,9624- | Goodcitd. Doors at 2pm. MAY 2-16 EDDIE SHORTS 10713124 ST. Doors at 9 p.m. 
LOUNGE. 5505-118 AVE T6AVE. Tickets: S15. PETER CHERNIAWSKY SECOND CUP, 12336-124 ST. Doors | COLLEEN RAE YELLOWHEAD CASINO, 2464-153 ST. MAY8-9 | HOOLIGANZ PUB 10704-124 ST. Doors at 730 p.m. 
GREGGS HILL TOP PUB, 8220-106 AVE. at2pm. With Comerstone. HULBERT’S 7601-115 ST. Doors at7 p.m. j 
FRIDAY JUNE MANN QUARTET JEFFREY'S CAFE & WINE BAR, PETRO POLUJIN CHATEAU LOUIS, I7Z7 KINGSWAY AVE. DERINA HARVEY SHERLOCK HOLMES PUB LOOP LOUNGE367ST. ALBERT RO.ST. 
Z : 9640-142 ST Tickets S10. Doorsat5 pan. 10012-101A AVE, MAY 7-9 ALBERT Doors at 3p.m. 
Live Music KATE HAMMETT-VAUGHAN YARDBIRD SUITE 7, TOMMY | REGGAE SUNDAYS HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB, SIZOASTONY — | yqy6 STROUD SHERLOCK HOLMES NEWCASTLE PUB & GRILL 6108-90 
AMBER SUCHY TRIO SOBEVS, IO404JASPERAVE Doors | BANKS WAY With Bll Coon Duo. Doors at 9pm. Tickets: PLAINRD. With Souljah Fyah. Doors at 9pm. PUB CAPILANOMALL, MAY78 AVE Doossat3pm. 
atSpm wwwticketmastenca. DJs/Club Nights DUELING PIANO SHOWS IVORY O'BYRNE’S IRISH PUB 10616 
DANIEL BOLSHOY MUTTART HALL, ALBERTA COLLEGE, KIMBERLY SPEARS HULBERT’S, 7601-115 ST. Doors at 8 DURUDY ELECTRO BUDDY’S PUB, TT25BJASPER AVE CLUB, 2940 CALGARY TR. Shows ft} WHYTEAVE. Doors at 9 p.m. 
10050 MACDONALD DR. Doors at 8 pum. Tickets:$25. info: | Pam. Tickets: $10-at door. every Thu 8pm. Fri& Sat 9 p.m. é 
489-9580/wwwedmontoncasscalguitarsocety org LIONEL RAUL AND THE ROCKIN RADISHES SOBEIS 734K) AV DUFF ROBISON ATLANTIC TRAP MONDAY 
GREGGS 18'S PUB, #770, 23 AKINS DR., ST. ALBERT Doors COLLEGE PLAZA, 8225-112 ST. Doors at 5 p.m. : 2 ‘AND GILL, 704-104 ST. MAY 7-9 IVORY CLUB 2940 CALGARY TR. 
at9pm. MIKEEDEL HAVEN SOCAL CLUB, IS2OASTONYPLAINRE. | Live Music DWAYNE CANNAN OSCARS PUB, 21 Doorsat 8 pm. 
JESSICA JALBERT STEPS TEA LOUNGE, 12411 STONY PLAIN | With Jordan Lee. METAL MONDAYS LIKWID LOUNGE, 1008] JASPER AVE. CHIPPEWA RD, SHERWOOD PARK, MAY ROSE BOWL IO/II-II7 ST. Doors at 9p.m. 
RD. Doors at 8:30 p.m. NORTHERN HARMONY, THE CANADIAN A CAPPELLA PAGANFEST 2 STARLITE ROOM, 10030-102 ST. With Kor- 8-9 Doors at 8:30 p.m. WUNDERBAR HOFBRAUHAUS 8120-101 57 
JETLAG FRESH START BAKERY & BISTRO, 484 RIVERBEND | FESTIVAL CITADEL THEATRE, 9826-1014 AVE. With Epsilon, | i iaani, Eluveitie, Primordial, Swashbuckle, MoonSorrow. | GRAHAMLAWRENCE JULIAN'S PIANO BAR, 11727 Doors at 930 pm. 
SQUARE Doors at 7 p.m. Tickets: $5 at door. OnCe, Tune In and Asani. Doors at 7:30 p.m. Tickets: Doors at 5 p.m. info: www.myspace.com/paganfestusa. KINGSWAY AVE, MAY 8-9 Doors at 8 p.m. 
425-1820. ROD MCKENZIE DEVANEY'S IRISH PUB, 9013-88 AVE. GREG BOLGER DEVANEY'SiRISH PUB, 903-88 AvE,MAY | || JES[)AY 
; 89 
kine ty HOUSE KATS SBEVS COLLEGEPLAZA 825-105 MAY | Le puyB qn. Z3ANISDR, SC ALBERT Dosat 9pm 
5 Een Glee pay SIDELINER’S PUB 11016-12757. Doors at8 p.m. 
ECLECTIC NONSENSE BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE, 10425 
pracy sane waren tea ase (WEM),MAY | SpORTSMAN'S LOUNGE 8770-50 ST Doors at 8pm. 
TUESDAY BE Reco. WINE BAR, 9640-4257, Mave-9 | \NIET)\IFSPJAY / 
: Sabi EDDIE SHORTS 1071-124 ST. Doors at 9pm. 
Live Music POM OM Sd EEN ASE HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB 5IZ0A STONY PLAIN RD. Doors at 
DON BERNER QUINTET YARDBIRD SUITE, #11, TOMMY WHYTEAVE. MAY 7-9 730pm. 
BANKS WAY Doors at 730 p.m. MILL CREEK COLLIERY BAND CONVOCATION HALL, HODLIGANZ PUB 070426 7 Dowsat 30pm. 
THESTILLS STARLITEROOM, 10030-10257. WithGentie- | UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA, TST. & 91AVE,MAY8-9Doorsat | srry es qWER OPEN STAGE 8006-9957. Doorat 8 
4 | man Reg. Doors at 8 p.m. Tickets: www.ticketmaster.ca. 730 p.m. Tickets: www.tixonthesquare.a. pm. 
| Dis/Club Nights MN NG MOOD ONTHEROGNS TAO ASPERAVE., | PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY HALL 1086057 AVE. 
| DJ ARROWCHASER BUDDY’S PUB, I725B JASPER AVE. NIGHT ON BROADWAY ROYAL GLENORA CLUB, 11160 RIVER poet do ST-Doorsat Bp. 
| DJHOT PHILLY RED STAR, 10538 JASPER AVE. VALLEY RD,, MAY 8-9 With the Edmonton Columbian Choirs. . 
Doors at 6 p.m. Info: www.EdmontonColumbianChoirs.com. 
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SEEN IT LIVE : GREAT GIGS YOU MISSED LAST WEEK 


Here Comes The Nice | Creating beautifully layered music not just for us, but Jesus too, Nathaniel Wong fronts the Yes Nice show upstairs at New City over the weekend, a8 isn't the 
fiddle the devil's instrument? PHOTO BY FISH GRIWKOWSKY 
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superslims 


1 superslim menthol cigarettes in @ superslim pack size 


WARNING 
YOU'RE NOT THE ONLY ONE SMOKING THIS CIGARETTE 


The smoke from a cigarette is not just inhaled by the smoker. It becomes second-hand smoke, 
which contains more than 50 cancer-causing agents. 


Health Canada 
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NATAR UNGALAAQ IS BECOMING TO CANADA'S INUIT 


COMMUNITY WHAT 


WERE TO NORTH AMERICAN INDIANS IN THE 1970S. 





MOVIE REVIEW - CANCON - BY PAUL MATWYCHUK (563 words 


No Language In His Lungs 


FOR AN INUIT TRAPPED IN A 
QUEBEC HOSPITAL, A HUMAN 
CONNECTION IS ONE OF THE 
NECESSITIES OF LIFE 





THE NECESSITIES OF LIFE 

Directed by Benoit Pilon. Starring Natar Ungalaag, Eveline 
Gélinas, Paul-André Brasseur. Opens Fri, May 8. 

5 oe a 





The scene is remarkable for its un- 
derstatedness. It is 1952, and the 
government medical service boat has 
arrived in Baffin Island to examine 
the Inuit population. There, deep 
within the ship's bowels, a hunter 
named Tiivii is told that he is sick — 
nonplussed, he says a brief goodbye 
to his wife and two daughters and 
watches them ascend the stairs as 
he remains behind in the hull. The 
next time we see him, Tiivii is being 
driven to a hospital in Quebec City 
where he will take up residence in the 
tuberculosis ward — a title card tells 
us that it took three months by ship 
just to get there. And when he asks a 
nurse how long it will be before he's 
well enough to go home, she takes 
out a calendar and flips over page 
after page. He won't see his family, 
or the familiar landscape of Baffin 
Island, for another two years 

The opening half hour of The Ne- 
cessities of Life creates a profound 
sense of cultural dislocation. The 
shot of Tiivii in the back seat of that 
car, looking curiously through the 
window at his new surroundings, re- 
call those scenes of Pocahontas arriv- 
ing in England at the end of Terrence 
Malick’s The New World — how alien 
and peculiar all those quaint little 
houses, churches, and belltowers 
now appear! When he arrives at the 
hospital, he gets a new, short haircut 
and a fresh pair of striped pyjamas; 
as for his old coat and boots, the nun 


TB Sheets | Natar Ungalaag arrives in the disorienting world of a Quebec tuberculosis ward in The Necessities of Life. PHOTO COURTESY OF El ENTERTAINMENT 


in charge tells one of the nurses to 
throw them out. His first meal in the 
ward is a plate of spaghetti, and the 
other patients are greatly amused by 
his awkward attempts at eating it. 
Tiivii doesn’t speak French, and his 
face falls when he realizes they're 
laughing at him, not with him. 

It's to director Benoit Pilon and 
screenwriter €mond’s 
credit that none of this plays out as 
mawkishly or melodramatically as 
it easily could have. They convey a 
vivid sense of Tiivii's profound lone- 


Bernard 


liness and linguistic isolation, but 
there’s also very little outright vil- 
lainy among the white characters. 
There's plenty of callousness and 
condescension, sure, but also a sen- 
sitivity to Tiivii’s plight, especially 
on the part of Carole, a nurse (Eve- 
line Gélinas) who makes an effort 
to keep Tiivii in touch with his fam- 
ily. She also finds an Inuit boy, Kaki 
(Paul-André Brasseur), and brings 
him to the ward, where his ability 
to speak both French and Inuktitut 
finally allows Tiivii to communicate 


with the world and regain some of 
his humanity. 

Tiivii is beautifully played by 
Natar Ungalaaq, who also played 
the title role in Zacharias Kunuk’s 
Atanarjuat: The Fast Runner and 
is becoming to Canada’s Inuit com- 
munity what Will Sampson or Chief 
Dan George were to North Ameri- 
can Indians in the 1970s. Ungalaaq 
has such screen presence that he 
barely needs to speak to communi- 
cate Tiivii's confusion and despair, 
but I think my favourite parts of his 





performance are his two long mono- 
logues, in which he narrates a couple 
of eerie folktales. 

The most haunting of those two 
stories is the one he tells Nurse 
Carole, about a woman who mar- 
ries an invisible man. Clearly, Un- 
galaaq sees himself as the invisible 
man — a tragic figure whose beauty 
only becomes visible to the outside 
world after he dies. The solemn, 
soulful beauty of The Necessities of 
Life, on the other hand, is impossible 
to miss. 














The Dreams in Which 'm Drowning Are The Best ve Ever Had | Dave haseepses ee as Doni Dao 
sister Samantha in the stralght-to-DVD sequel S. Darko. PHOTO COURTESY OF 20TH CENTURY FOX HOME ENTERTAINMENT 
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DVD DICTATOR : THE MOVIES YOU MUST BUY THIS TUESDAY 





MAD WORLD! 


CAST | Daveigh Chase, Briana Evigan, Ed 
Westwick, Elizabeth Berkley 


Richard Kelly’s 2001 film Donnie Darko was 
never theatrically released in Canada, but 
that didn't stop it from acquiring a cult fol- 
lowing on DVD. A potent brew of ’80s nostal- 
gia and David Lynch/Philip K. Dick headtrip- 
pery, spiced with a wicked sense of humour, 
people across the internet are still analyzing 
its mysteries. Kelly had zero involvement with 
this incomprehensible sequel, which finds 
Donnie’s little sister Samantha stranded in 
a weird little town in Utah, but at least that 
spooky rabbit is back for more! 





MAD FATHER! 


CAST | Liam Neeson, Famke Janssen, Maggie 
Grace, Xander Berkeley 


When a pirated copy of the new Wolverine 
movie appeared on the Internet, pundits pre- 
dicted the leak would do untold damage to 
the film's grosses. But online leaks don’t nec- 
essarily spell box office doom: Taken was also 
available online weeks before it opened in 
North America, and it still set a record for the 
best opening day for a Super Bowl weekend. 
It probably helped that this Liam Neeson ve- 
hicle about an ex-ClA agent going Jack Bauer 
on his daughter's kidnappers was the most 
stupidly enjoyable film of the spring. 





MAD PREACHER! 
CAST | Brad Dourif, Ned Beatty, Dan Shor, Harry 
Dean Stanton, Amy Wright 


The wild-eyed Brad Dourif has been in every- 
thing from One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest to 
the Child's Play franchise — the Dictator par- 
ticularly loved him as Doc Cochran on the TV 
series Deadwood — but this 1979 adaptation 
of Flannery O'Connor's Southern gothic clas- 
sic by director John Huston is just about the 
only time he was ever given a lead role wor- 
thy of his talents. He’s Hazel Motes, founder 
of the “Church Without Christ,” whose career 
as a religious leader takes almost as many 
peculiar turns as Jesus Christ's did. 
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MOVIE REVIEW - “SHROOMS GALORE! - BY JONN KMECH |450 words 


Fungal Boogie 





Shiitake Night In Canada | Larry Evans isa friend to the lowliest of funglin Know Your Mushrooms. PHOTO COURTESY OF SPHINX 
PRODUCTIONS 


KNOW YOUR MUSHROOMS 
CONTAINS MORE MYCOLOGICAL 
INFORMATION THAN ANY 
OTHER FILM IN HISTORY 





KNOW YOUR MUSHROOMS 

Directed by Ron Mann. Featuring Larry Evans and Gary 
Lincoff. Metro Cinema (Zeidler Hall, The Citadel). Sun-Wed, 
May 10-13, 

eK 





You'd think a director would have 
to be high to produce an entire 
documentary dealing solely with 
the fungus among us. (What's next, 
an in-depth exposé on moss?) But 
Ron Mann, the Canadian director 
of Comic Book Confidential fame, 
isn't as much of a lunar freakonaut 
as you may think, even though his 
film Know Your Mushrooms is an 
oddly devout ode to 'shrooms of all 
types, from edible to hallucinogenic 
to deadly. 

Know Your Mushrooms follows 
fungi fanatic Larry Evans as he at- 
tends the four-day Mushroom Fes- 
tival in Telluride, Colo. Between 
footage of Evans talking about 
mushrooms and leading tourists on 
shroom-searching missions in the 
woods, Mann intersperses testimo- 
nials, both expert and hippie, on the 
wonders of fungi, along with some 
cutesy animations, '5Os archive foot- 
age, and mushroom-based facts. 

While undoubtedly odd, Mann's 
film succeeds thanks to the doe-eyed, 
childlike enthusiasm of its subjects. 
There's not one person in this film 
who isn’t seriously passionate about 
mycology. Evans, who seems to be 
4 cross between an aging hippie and 
John Acorn the Nature Nut, practi- 
cally centres his life around mush- 
ooms, and his eccentricity makes 
him the film's centrepiece, despite 


how ungainly he may be to look at. 
Meanwhile, mycologist Gary Lin- 
coff occasionally drops in to add a 
more scholarly perspective, provid- 
ing details about such topics as the 
health benefits of shiitake, a variety 
of mushroom that can cleari up oil 
spills, and the North American pub- 
lic’s unreasonable fear of this sur- 
prisingly helpful fungus. 

Though educational, Know Your 
Mushrooms does suffer frorn docu- 
mentitis, an ailment common to 
many low-budget films that settle for 
a mildly amusing “plotline” instead 
of a deep investigation of the topic 
at hand. In that sense, Know Your 
Mushrooms never really takes any 
risks — it's a bit scattered, much like 
the spores coming off of the film’s 
subjects, and with only a-73-min- 
ute running time, topics like the 
cultural relevance of mushrooms 
or how magic ‘shrooms are totally 
trippy and wigged out seem get 
only glancing coverage. As well, the 
multiple-choice quizzes about mush- 
room factoids get irritating pretty 
quickly, since it's pretty obvious 
that all the answers are going to be 
fungi-related. 

Still, Know Your Mushrooms is 
more entertaining than an entire film 
about the fruiting bodies of fungi 
has any right to be. From the scene 
where Lincoff describes voyaging to 
the Andromeda Galaxy during his 
first mushroom trip, to the scene 
where a tie-dyed hippie explains how 
mushrooms can open up our subcon- 
scious, Mann's film is probably the 
best tribute to puffballs, fly agarics, 
and death caps that any mushroom 
lover could hope for. A celluloid jour- 
ney will never be as mind-blowing 
as one made with psilocybin, but it's 
worth the price of admission. 
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KNOW YOUR MUSHROOMS DIRECTOR RON MANN HAS PREVIOUSLY MADE FILMS 
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MOVIE REVIEW - CANCON - BY JONN KMECH | 463 words 


Nice.Earnest.Dull 


IS, IF YOU CAN STAY AWAKE 





NURSE.FIGHTER.BOY 

Directed by Charles Officer. Starring Clark Johnson, Karen 
LeBlanc, Daniel J. Gordon. Metro Cinema (Zeidler Hall, The 
Citadel). Sun-Wed, May 10-13. 

wk 





Is it possible for a film to be emo- 
tionally captivating but also dull? 
Hard-hitting but also tedious enough 
to keep you constantly checking 
your watch? The Canadian drama 
Nurse.Fighter.Boy pulls off this 
paradoxical feat: while its engross- 
ing cinematography, lighting, and 
acting have an undeniable effect on 
the heartstrings, there also isn't a 
whole lot in the movie that actually 
happens — and when it does, it’s at a 
sloth’s tempo. 

Spoiler alert: the movie centres 
around the relationship between 
a nurse, a fighter, and last but not 
least, a boy. The nurse, Jude (Karen 
LeBlanc), is a single mother whose 
health is gradually deteriorating due 
to sickle cell anemia. Regardless, she 
does her best to raise her son Ciel 
(Daniel J. Gordon), a free spirit who 
loves his mother but has few friends 
other than Hannah, the young girl 
who lives next door. Following the 
death of his mentor, a fighter named 
Silence (Clark Johnson, from Ho- 
micide and The Wire) takes over 
the boxing club, even as the rest of 
his mundane life falls to pieces. Si- 
lence meets Jude in the hospital af- 
ter getting injured in a street fight, 
and together they slowly begin a ro- 
mantic relationship; the boy and the 
fighter get closer too, as his mother 
gets sicker. 





COURTESY OF MONGREL MEDIA 


Fans of intuitive lighting and cam- 
erawork will fall in love with this 
film, as director Charles Officer 
pretty much puts on a cinematog- 
raphy clinic. Lamps glow like liquid 
balls of plasma suspended in the 
air, both the hospital and Silence’s 
bedroom are bathed in a depress- 
ing aura of austere blue, and street- 
lights illuminate the dark nighttime 
alleyways. Factor in the soundtrack, 
whose mix of hip-hop, blues, and 
reggae perfectly accentuates __ the 
multicultural urban setting, and 
Nurse.Fighter.Boy is a testament to 
how filmmaking techniques can set a 
mood. The cast of relative unknowns 
also put in remarkably versatile and 
sombre performances. 

Even though everything looks re- 
ally pretty, Nurse.Fighter.Boy’s plot 
still suffers from stodgy pacing. The 
dialogue is sparse, which enhances 
the emotional power of the scenes 
where the characters do speak, but 


if? a 
Tragic Johnson | Clark Johnson is a boxer facing the twilight of his career in the Canadian drama Nurse Fighter Boy. PHOTO 





it still makes for a foot-tappingly 
slow viewing experience. When Ciel 
struck up his friendship with Silence, 
1 half-expected the film to take a Ka- 
rate Kid-esque turn and that Silence 
would start giving the kid boxing les- 
sons. Luckily, the film avoids that 
cliché and goes somewhere more 
poignant — even though the theme 
that “the people you love never go 
away” never feels completely real- 
ized. The relationship between Ciel 
and Hannah also never really goes 
anywhere, even though it figures 
prominently throughout. 

Without Officer's superb direction, 
Nurse.Fighter.Boy would be just an- 
other romantic drama. Perhaps it's 
best recommended to students of | 
cinema interested in studying how | 
artful filmmaking can take a slow, 
warmed-over story and make it reso- 
nate. The average filmgoer, however, 
will likely only see the slow, warmed- 





over story. 


ONLINE MOVIES - JURISPRUDENCE | 493 words 


Barbet’s Advocate 





FREEDOM OF CHOICE 6.4. LEWMER 
BARBET SCHROEDER ADDED 
ANOTHER MASTERPIECE TO 
HIS UNPREDICTABLE OEUVRE 
WITH TERROR’S ADVOCATE 





Diversity and directors’ careers 
rarely go hand in hand. The eco- 
nomics of filmmaking, and the so- 
cialization against diversity, practi- 
cally guarantee that any filmmaker 
who achieves any level box-office or 
critical success will be forced to 
remake the same film again and 
again (with some subtle variations) 
throughout their lifetime. That's what 
makes the unpredictable oeuvre of 
Iranian-born, French-based filmmak- 


General Idi Amin Dada) interspersed 
with unusual and challenging fic- 
tion features (Maitresse, Barfly) 
With the success of 1990's Rever- 
sal of Fortune, Schroeder became a 
gun for hire in Hollywood, churning 
out a series of interesting genre pic- 
tures (Desperate Measures, Murder 
by Numbers) that hold considerable 
merit for those treasure hunters 
looking for buried gems. Schroeder 
abruptly shifted gears in 2000;-and 
now has embarked upon a new phase 
of making anything he wants at 
any time. 

This brazen disregard for his criti- 
cal standing has left him as a com- 
fortable outsider in the ruthless 
world of filmmaking. What better 
director to take on as heinous an in- 
dividual (on the surface) as French 
lawyer Jacques Vergés in the aston- 
ishing documentary Terror’s Advo- 
cate. Verges is famous throughout 
the world as the lawyer whose clients 
are a who's who of some of the most 








er Barbet Schroeder so fascinating 
(and unlikely). 

Starting as a producer in Paris in 
1960 while in his early 20s, Schroed- 
er, through his company Les Films 
du Losange, was responsible for 
producing many of the French New 
Wave's greatest works (especially 
the early films of Eric Rohmer and 
Jacques Rivette). After switching to 
directing in the late 1960s, Schroed- 
er spent the next 20 years making a 
fascinating stream of exotic docu- 
mentaries (Koko: A Talking Gorilla, 
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despised individuals of the 20th 
century: Nazi Klaus Barbie, Khmer 
Rouge leader Khieu Samphen, ter- 
rorist leader Carlos the Jackal. 

Sitting comfortably in his office, 
Vergés answers Schroeder's ques- 
tions, discussing his life, his cli- 
ents, and the misconceptions that 
people have about his personality 
and his work. Countering his nar- 
rative are interviews with friends 
and colleagues, along with his- 
torical footage outlining his career 
and the events that shaped it. Ter- 
ror’s Advocate gives the viewer both 
a comprehensive overview of the po- 
litical turmoil that shaped the 20th 
century, as well as an action-packed 
history of terrorism since the Sec- 
ond World War. The film moves like 
a100-mph bullet train, with so much 
information, interviews, and docu- 
mentation of events that it leaves 
you exhausted. It pulls you into 
the eye of the tornado and returns 
you shaken, battered, and bruised 
outside your comfort cottage of 
indifference. 

What Schroeder doesn't do is pro- 
vide easy answers for the viewer — or 
his subject. What starts as a compli- 
cated journey ends as a masterpiece 
of ambiguity and uncertainty. Just 
like life, but a lot messier. For some 
unfathomable reason, Terror’s Advo- 
cate never played theatrically in €d- 
monton, Do yourself a favour: escape 
from the mediocrity and conformity 
that the culture force-feeds us on a 
daily basis, watch Terror's Advocate, 
and descend into the underworld that 
exists within us all. 
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KNOW YOUR CULKINS! RORY CULKIN HAS APPEARED IN SUCH FILMS AS SIGNS AND YOU CAN COUNT ON ME On SC ree nN 
KIERAN, MEANWHILE, IS THE ONE WHOSE CREDITS INCLUDE /GBY GOES DOWN AND THE DANGEROUS LIVES OF ALTAR BOYS : Sh ee 


MOVIE REVIEW - DYSFUNCTIONAL FAMILIES! « BY LUKE DE SMET {sia wows 


What Makes These Characters Tick? 





brothers in Lymelife, PHOTO COURTESY OF SCREENMEDIA FILMS 





Macaulay Is Nowhere To Be Found | Real-life siblings Kieran and Rory Culkin (or sit the other way around?) play fictional 


IF THE '70S SUBURBAN ENNUI 
DOESN'T KILL YOU, THE 
DISEASE-GARRYING INSECTS 
WILL IN LYMELIFE 





LYMELIFE 

Directed by Derick Martini. Starring Rory Culkin, Alec 
Baldwin, Kieran Culkin, Emma Roberts, Jill Hennessy. Opens 
Fri, May B, 

Ka 





Suburbia is something of an easy 
and bloated target, and luckily so 
for Derick Martini’s directorial de 
but Lymelife. A joint effort between 
Derick and his brother and writing 
partner Steven, the film takes shaky 
aim at the world of picket fences and 
nuclear families living out the Amer- 
ican dream. The opening sequence 
flashes through the backyards and 
front porches of miniature houses 
situated in a picturesque “model” 


community If at this point you 





haven't figured out that such idyl 
lic imagery is largely artificial and 
not nearly all it's cracked up to be, 
the rest of Lymelife will surely erase 
any doubt 

A coming-of-age comedy set at the 
threshold of the Reagan era, Lyme- 
life plays out against the backdrop of 
an America in transition, the Iranian 
hostage crisis unfolding in the living 


rooms of families whose way of life 
s become untenable, yet who re 
main unsure of what's to come. This 
state of limbo is a drama played out 
in the microcosm of the Bartlett far 
ily, as father Mickey (Alec Baldwin 
focuses on moving his family into a 
newer and larger house (a suburban 
endemic, surely, that can be read into 
our current economic crisis) while 


his homemaking wife Brenda (Jill 
Hennessy) nostalgically dreams of 


the days when she lived in Queens 





away from the lifeless Long Island 
suburbs and their Lyme disease 
carrying ticks 

The film centres on young, with 
drawn Scott (Rory Culkin), who im 
merses himself in Star Wars action 
figures and has daydreams where 
he isn’t bullied at school, or sexually 
frustrated by his precocious friend 
Adrianna (Emma Roberts), or alien 
ated both by his bored mother’s dot 
ing and his father's salesman brava 
do. The Bartletts are clearly a family 
merely going through the motions 
united only in their unhappiness 
with their here-and-now 

Perhaps befitting the décor of its 
time period and setting, Lymelife 
is a drab and colourless film. This 
wouldn't bea problem, were it not 


that it often lacks the humour its 


genre typically requires. As a con 
sequence, the disintegration of both 
Scott's and Adrianna’s families play 
out much more bleakly than I’m sure 
was intended 

The film does come alive, how 
ever, in the (all too sparing) pres 
ence of older brother Jimmy (Kieran 
Culkin). In a roundly well-acted 


film, the elder Culkin sets himself 
apart as a son returning on leave 
after joining the army to escape his 
family. Sparkling with the swagger 
and confidence of a young military 
man, Culkin shines through his drab 
milieu while still skilfully crafting 
a character that is both the prod 





uct and victim of his failed family 
For all his newfound independence 
we still see in him the vestiges of 
younger brother Scott. Written and 
acted by real-life brothers, the sib 
ling pathos is genuine, and it is only 
during scenes between Jimmy and 
Scott that Lymelife rings true as a 
family story. 

Otherwise, Lymelife is too obvious 
and hamfisted to work as social com- 
mentary, and too lifeless to work as a 
quirky coming-of-age story. As high- 
lighted by a final scene that borders 





on absurd, this is a film that grasps 
neither the gravity nor the comedy it 


so earnestly reaches for. 





Seed Productions presents 
www.seedproductions.info 


DEEPAK 


OVER 80% OF CANADIAN WOMEN 


ARE ACTIVELY SEEKING DEEPER 
MEANING IN THEIR LIVES 


GIVE HER A MOTHER'S DAY GIFT 


THAT LASTS LONGER THAN FLOWERS 
Give the gift of an evening with the leading 


authority in the mind-body-spirit connection 


CHOPRA 


DEEPAK CHOPRA ~ 
ONE OF TIME MAGAZINE'S “TOP 100 HEROES” 
DEEPAK HAS INSPIRED MILLIONS WORLDWIDE _~ 


l ase & CL 


THU DAY JUNE 4TH, 7:30PM « EDN NTON, N THLANDS 
Tickets from $65 ® Limited VIP Tickets $17 (6-7:30PM) 
Call 780.451.8000 WWW.TICKETMASTER.CA 


cgi ste 
Mofo suedrwnicly gravee, & eomovron sour, CME ae chia 
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Lymelife 
Nightly 
6:50 & 9:00pm 





Sat - Sun 
matinees at 2:30pm 





RATED 144 COARSE LANGUAGE 
SEXUAL CONTENT 






The Necessities of Life 
Nightly 
7:00pm & 9:10PM 


Sat - Sun 
matinees at 2:00pm 











RATED PG 





CE QUiIL FAUT 
POUR VIVRE 









Visit us online @ magiclanterntheatres.ca 


‘IS WAY COOL’ 





X-MEN ORIGINS SOLVES THE 
| NOT-VERY-INTERESTING 

MYSTERY OF WHERE 

WOLVERINE CAME FROM 





| X-MEN ORIGINS: WOLVERINE 

Directed by Gavin Hood. Starring Hugh Jackman, Liev 
| Schreiber, Danny Huston. Now playing. 

| kee teas 





He's comparatively young as super- 
| heroes go — Marvel introduced the 
| character in 1974 — but Wolverine 
might be one of the most popular 
heroes in comics today. He’s a killer 


with a code of honour, a hero with an 
| uncontrollable berserker rage. But 


"STAR TREK’ IS A BURST OF PURE 
FILIMIMAKING EXHILARATION AND 
AN IRRESISTIBLE INVITATION FOR F 


WHAT MORE COULD YOU A 
OF A SUMMER MOVIE?” 


because of a hilariously convoluted 
backstory, it seemed a filmed version 
of his exploits would be impossible ... 
or at least, that was the conventional 
wisdom among the fanboys. 

Now comes X-Men Origins: Wol- 
verine, which leads up to the events 
of the first (and best) X-Men movie. 
It tells the story of the mutant Lo- 
gan/Wolverine’s (Hugh Jackman) 
epically violent past, his complex 
relationship with Creed/Sabretooth 
(Liev Schreiber), and the ominous 
Weapon X program led by the evil 
Colonel Stryker (Danny Huston). 
Along the way, Wolverine has en- 
counters many other mutants, in- 






= 
STARTS FRID AY! CHECK THEATRE DIRECTORIES 
= FOR LOCATIONS AND SHOWTIMES 
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| MOVIE REVIEW « RIDICULOUS FACIAL HAIR! : BY JAMES HAMILTON | st words 


Being At Home With Claws 


Pointy, Pointy | Hugh Jackman rocks the adamantium claws in X-Men Origins: Wolverine. PHOTO BY MICHAEL MULLER 


cluding surprise appearances by sev- 
eral legends of the X-Meniverse that 
will have those savvy to the plight 
of Mutant-kind (and any fans of the 
three previous X-Movies) keeping a 


scorecard 
After a promising title sequence 
that follows Logan and Creed 


through every major conflict of the 
past century, the action in Origins 
immediately eases off as director 
Gavin Hood hunkers down into the 
dull sections in Wolverine’s biogra- 





phy. He takes so much time, in fact, 
introducing us to a whole new roster 
of superhumans, a new anti-mutant 
conspiracy, and a love story, that 


he leaves himself very little room 
for all the mind-blowing action the 
trailers promise. Sure, things blow 
up — just not as frequently as one 
would expect. 

But through it all, Jackman's fond- 
ness for the character that helped 
make him “The Sexiest Man Alive” 
is very much apparent — it’s about 
the only thing that keeps Origins 
from _ being forgettable 
“fights ’n’ tights” superhero yarn. 
Jackman is Wolverine, a gritty hero 
who tries not to take life too seri- 
ously — that is, until he must give 
in to his feral bloodlust. Schreiber, 
the acclaimed stage actor whose film 


another 





appearances are usually limited to 
prestige projects like RKO 281 and 
The Painted Veil, seems like a weird 
casting choice as Wolvie's teammate/ 
nemesis Creed, but it’s very cool to 
see such an intelligent performer 
snarling and sneering in a role that 
could have been wasted on a more 
bankable but less talented action- 
oriented actor. 

Origins plays things pretty cau- 
tiously, sticking to the easy-to-digest 
aspects of Wolverine's origin story 
(revenge against the secret govern- 
ment agency that made him), and by 
the final credits the audience's safely 
promised a blank slate on which any 





MAYBE WE'LL SOON SEE ALL THE OTHER INCARNATIONS OF WOLVERINE 
THAT HAVE APPEARED IN THE COMICS OVER THE YEARS: SAMURAI WOLVIE, - 
OR CRIMEBOSS WOLVIE, OR CYBORG WOLVIE, OR END OF THE WORLD WOLVIE. 

BUT REALLY, DO WE NEED THEM? 





number of Wolverine sequels can be 
written. Maybe we'll soon see all the 
other incarnations of Wolverine that 
have appeared in the comics over the 
years: Samurai Wolvie, or Crimeboss 
Wolvie, or Cyborg Wolvie, or End of 
the World Wolvie. 

But really, do we need them? Any 
Saturday morning X-Men cartoon 
can usually deliver the same tame 
thrills as X-Men Origins: Wolverine 
... but I guess then we'd miss all the 
shots of Jackman’s naked ass run- 
ning through the wilderness. And for 
the loud ladies swooning in the row 
behind me, that alone seemed worth 
the price of admission. 
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WE'RESTILL FIGURING OUT HOW TO DECIPHER THEM, THOUGH THE CODES THAT APPEARED THROUGHOUT THE MAY 4 EPISODE OF THE COLBERT REPORT 
(FEATURING STAR TREK DIRECTOR AND PUZZLE ENTHUSIAST J.J. ABRAMS) ARE 264V, 283H, 122E, 433U, 346X, 361K, AND I7IM. 
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MOVIE GUIDE - WHAT’S PLAYING IN THE THEATRES 





Enterprise Squares | Zachary Quinto and Chris Pine are fresh out of Starfleet Academy in JJ. Abrams’ Star Trek prequel. PHOTO COURTESY OF PARAMOUNT PICTURES 


OPENING THIS WEEK 


ACROSS THE PACIFIC 

Humphrey Bogart, Mary Astor, and Sydney 
Greenstreet star in The Maltese Falcon direc- 
tor John Huston's 1942's WWII espionage lark 
about an American agent trailing Japanese 
spies to Panama. Royal Alberta Museum: 
Mon, May 1] (8pm) 


KNOW YOUR MUSHROOMS 

A lively documentary from Ron Mann (Grass) 
about enthusiasts converging at the Telluride 
Mushroom Fest, some in search of gourmet 
treats, others looking for more psychedelic 
pleasures. Metro Cinema: May 10-13 (Sun, Tue 
@ 7pm; Mon, Wed @ 9pm) 


LYMELIFE 
Alec Baldwin, Kieran Culkin, Rory Culkin, and 


Jill Hennessy star in director Derick Martini's 
drama, set in Long Island in the 1970s, about 
a pair of suburban families falling apart as an 
outbreak of Lyme disease converges on their 
neighbourhood. 


THE NECESSITIES OF LIFE 

Natar Ungalaag, Eveline Gelinas, and Paul- 
André Brasseur star in director Benoit Pilon's 
drama — Canada's official submission to last 
year's Oscars in the Foreign Language Film 
category — about an Inuit hunter who bonds 
with a young orphan boy while recuperating 
from tuberculosis in a Quebec City sanato- 
rium. In French and Inuktitut with English 
subtitles. 


NURSE.FIGHTER.BOY 
Karen LeBlanc, Clark Johnson, and Daniel J. 
Gordon star in director Charles Officer's Ca- 





nadian drama about a past-his-prime boxer 
whose life becomes intertwined with that 
of a singer mother and her musical prodigy 
son. Metro Cinema: May 10-13 (Sun, Tue @ 
8:30pm; Mon, Wed @ 7pm) 


REEL FEMME '09 

The Edmonton Women's Film Society pres- 
ents a selection of fiction films and docu- 
mentaries by female filmmakers from across 
Canada. Highlights include Beirut: The Last 
Home Movie, Jennifer Fox's 1988 verité look 
at a life in the bombed-out Lebanese capital. 
Metro Cinema: Fri-Sat, May 8-9 


STAR TREK 

Chris Pine, Zachary Quinto, Karl Urban, Si- 
mon Pegg, and Zoe Saldana star in Mission: 
Impossible III director J.J. Abrams’ reboot of 
the venerable sci-fi franchise, chronicling the 





2 eg ; Pa ream a: = 
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early days of Kirk, Spock, McCoy, and the rest 
of the Enterprise crew. 


ALSO PLAYING 


FAST & FURIOUS 

The cast of the original The Fast and the 
Furious returns to the franchise for a victory 
lap — and sadly, the film is just as routine an 
exercise. 

wk yrs 


FIGHTING 

Are we here in the SEE film department be- 
coming pushovers in our old age? Or is this 
black-market boxing saga actually a pretty 
decent B picture? It certainly delivers bet- 
ter drive-in thrills than the Fast & Furious 
sequel. 

kkk 


GHOSTS OF GIRLFRIENDS PAST 

This modemized version of A Christmas Carol 
removes Dickens’ story from its Christmas 
context and turns it into a romantic com- 
edy about a womanizer (Matthew McCon- 
aughey) in need of reforming. The calories 
are empty, but they're tasty enough 
Kk Kk ee 


MONSTERS VS. ALIENS 

This amiable spoof of '50s sci-fi— complete 
with a blob, an alien invader, and a 50-foot 
woman — has an expensive look and an even 
bigger-budgeted voice cast, but the story 
and the jokes lack that extra spark of mad- 
scientist invention that could have pushed it 


Ns pe 





over the top. 
kkk 


OBSESSED 
Here's a rule of thumb: Idris Elba on TV (The 
Wire, The Office) = awesome; Idris Elba on 
film (RocknRolla, The Unborn, Obsessed) = 
godawful. 


weirder 


THE SOLOIST 
Jamie Foxx scores a rare Oscar-bait triple 
play with this performance: he's playing (1) 
a real-life person (2) with mental illness 
(3) who's also a musician. But it’s Robert 
Downey Jr's work as a jaded reporter that's 
the movie's heart and soul. More watchable 
than it looks! 
kk KY 


STATE OF PLAY 

This nicely produced thriller aims at a ripped- 
from-the-headlines immediacy, but its cel- 
ebration of old-school shoe-leather journal- 
ism (and its disdain for online news) feels like 
a dispatch from a bygone era 

bo akan 


TWO LOVERS 

Joaquin Phoenix's decision to give up acting 
and become a rapper is a shame — we sure 
don't need anymore terrible rappers around, 
but we definitely need more performances 
like the one he gives here in this nuanced 
romantic drama from the always-interesting 


writer/director James Gray. 
Kk kK 
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BEYOND THE BLURBS - ALTERNATIVE CRITICS HAVE THEIR SAY 











“| Want My Nazi Scalps!” | Brad Pitt and Quentin Taran- 
tino hope to achieve Cannes gloury with Inglounous Basterds. 
PHOTO COURTESY OF THE WEINSTEIN COMPANY 


THIS WEEK: REACTIONS TO 
THE CANNES FILM FESTIVAL 
LINEUP 


Robert Koehler, filmjourney.org | “For better or 
worse, the Palais will be the site of a blood- 
bath this year. Consider the following: The 
Devil (theoretically) gets vicious with Wil- 
lem Dafoe and Charlotte Gainsbourg (Lars 
von Trier’s Antichrist); Nathaniel Brown gets 
nearly mortally wounded (Gaspar Noe's En- 
ter the Void); a violent Corsican gang rules 
a prison (Audiard’s A Prophet); young Nazis 
prepare for power (Haneke's The White Rib- 
bon); Johnny Hallyday’s daughter's family is 
massacred, and Hallyday comes for revenge 
(To's Vengeance); Mussolini hanky-panky 
(Marco Bellocchio's Vincere); victims’ body 


parts are chopped off and mutilated (Bril- 
liante Mendoza’s Kinatay); a medical ex- 
periment turns a priest into a vampire (Park 
Chan-wook's Thirst); Rinko Kikuchi works 
nights in a fish market and days as a con- 
tract killer (Isabel Coixet’s Map of the Sounds 
of Tokyo); and a motley crew is rounded up 
by Brad Pitt to collect Nazi scalps (Quentin 
Tarantino's Inglourious Basterds).” 


Peter Bradshaw, The Guardian | “Looking at the 
list of films, this year, as ever, | go into a mildly 
delirious state — names include Pedro Alm- 
oddévar, Jane Campion, Quentin Tarantino, 
Michael Haneke, Lars von Trier, Ang Lee and 
Ken Loach. Variety has called it a ‘heavy- 
weight auteur smackdown’ and that looks 
about right. [But] the first thing that leaps 


out at me is ... Lars is back. Von Trier, that 
reliable Cannes big-hitter, imperial couturier, 
and prince of the wind-up, the potentate of 
the mickey-take and Malcolm McLaren of 
world cinema. He has returned with his film 
Antichrist, after a subdued period in which 
he claimed that he was suffering from de- 
pression and even hinted that his filmmak- 
ing days could therefore be numbered. Well, 
that talk, however non-seriously meant, 
appears to be forgotten. But what on earth 
is his film about? My colleague Xan Brooks 
shrewdly commented that judging from the 
trailer, Antichrist looks like a run-of-the-mill 
genre horror. So it can’t be, can it? And surely 
Cannes wouldn't have chosen something like 
that, no matter how distinguished its direc- 
tor? We shall see.” 


Dave Calhoun, Time Out London | “It's \udicrous\y 
early to tip any one film for the Palme d'Or 
but if | was forced to put my money on 
something, I'd go for Haneke and The White 
Ribbon. Early word on his latest is that its 
exploration of school life in a German vil- 
lage in 1913 is partly an examination of the 
roots of National Socialism — so, a deeply 
serious, potentially controversial subject 
that may appeal to critics and the jury. 
There's only one snag: Isabelle Huppert 
star of two Haneke films, is the president 
of this year's jury. How will she feel about 
deliberating over the film of such-a-ctose 
collaborator? We'll have to wait and see: the 
festival opens on May 13 and the prizes will 
be announced at the closing ceremony on 
May 24." 
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8712-109 STREET © 4330728 
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470250 Sh. leduc © 9862728 


Scotiabank Theatre Edmonton 
with IMAX’ 


SHOWTIMES MAY 8-15, 2009 


X-MEN ORIGINS: WOLVERINE aA 
FréThurs 12:00, 12:45, 1:30, 2:30, 3:30, 4:15, 5:10, 6:30, 7:00, 7:50, 
9:10, 9:45, 10:30, No passes. 








TWO LOVERS 14a 
Nightly 7:00, 9:15; Sot & Sun maintees 2:00. 


Rocky Horror May 16th — Tickets on Sale Now. 





10337 - 82 AVENUE © 4330728 


LYMELIFE i Sa: 
Vig 6:50, 9:00; Sat & Sun matinees 2:30. Coors langage, sexu 
content. = pa SF _ tse 
THE NECESSITIES OF LIFE °G 
Nighy 7:00, 910; Sat & Sun mafinees 00. 


STAR TREK PG 
Nightly 6:55, 25; matinees Sat Sun & Tues 12:55, 3:25 Vilence. 
EARTH PG 


Nightly 6:45, 9:00; mafinees Sat Sun & Tues 12:45, 3:00. 


GHOSTS OF GIRLFRIENDS PAST “PG 


Nightly 7:10, 9:15; matinees Sot Sun & Tues 1:05, 3:15. Crude content, 


HANNAH MONTANA: THE MOVIE icf 





Nightly 6:50, 9:05; mofnees Sot Sun & Tues 12:50, 3:05 

X-MEN ORIGINS: WOLVERINE 

10; motinees Sot Sun & Tues 1:00, 3:10; Movies for 
0. 


4A 





OTA AVENUE (ZEIDUER HALL, CITADEL THEATRE) © 425-9212 
BEIRUT: THE LAST HOME MOVIE STC 
Fri 700. 

NORM W/WAKE OF CALUM MACLEOD & LA LILI A GILLES STC 
Fri 9:00. 


SEXY INC W/LOVING LORETTA, CURSING HANLEY AND 


MEET-MARKET.CA STC 
Sat 7:00. rl 

GENERATION XXL W/DIAMONDS IN A BUCKET & HOMECOMING STC 
Sot 9:00 

KNOW YOUR MUSHROOMS PG 
Sun & ves 7-00; Man & Wed 9:00, e: 
NURSE.FIGHTER.BOY STC 


Sim & Joes 8:30;Mon& Wed 700. 
EDMONTON INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL PRESENTS: 


WORLD'S HOTTEST COMMERCIALS STC 
Thers 7:00. ¢ - ee ee 
2 STC 
Thurs 8:45. 


GRAN THEATRE 


_ GRANDIN MALL, SIR WINSTON CHURCHILL AVE, =. ALBERT © 4589622 





MONSTERS VS. ALIENS 6 
Daily 1:15, 3:05, 455, ae 
STATE OF PLAY PG 


Daily 6:45, 9:05. Violence, language may offend, not recommended for 
yung ditieer 5 

















17 AGAIN “PG 
Daily 1:20, 3:20, 515,715,920 ¥ 
HANNAH MONTANA: THE MOVIE 6 
Daily 1:00, 3:00, 5:00, 7:00 Pee 
FIGHTING 14a 
Daily 9:00, 4 bal 
X-MEN ORIGINS: WOLVERINE 14A 
Daily 1:05, 3:10, 5:10, 7-20, 925, ° 

STAR TREK °G 


Daily 1:45, 4:15, 6:50, 9:10, Violence. No passes. 
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X-MEN ORIGINS: WOLVERINE 
Nighy 6:55, 9:25; matneesFiSot Sun 12:55, 3:25. 
GHOSTS OF GIRLFRIENDS PAST °G 
Nighy 7-00, 9:15; matnees Fr St Son 1:00, 3:15. Language may 
offend, not recommended for young children. 


17 AGAIN 

Nighy 7:10, 9:20; matnes Fri St Sun 1:10, 3:20. Cude con 
FIGHTING 

Nightly 7.05, 9:30; matinee Fi Sot Sun 1:05, 3:30 


WETASKIWIN CINEMA 4 PLEX 


34056, Wenn © 525922 


STAR TREK PG 
Vighly 6:55, 9:95; moines Sot & Sun 1255, 3:35, Violence 


X-MEN ORIGINS: WOLVERINE Ts 








14a 


GHOSTS OF GIRLFRIENDS PAST PG 
Nightly 7:05, 9:15; matiness Sat & Sun 7:05, 3:15. Language may 
offend, not recommended for children. 

FIGHTING 

Nightly 7:10, 9:35; matinees Sot & Sun 1:10, 3:35 


SOUTH EDMONTON 


___1525 99 Sheet © 4368585 
STAR TREK PG 
FreWed 12:0, 12:30, 1:00, 3:15, 3:45, 4:15, 6:30, 7:00, 7:30, 9:30, 
10:00, 10:45; Thurs 12:00, 12:30, 3:15, 3:45, 4:15, 6:30, 7:00, 7:30, 
9:30, 10:00, 10:45; Stor & Strollers Screening Thurs 1:00. Violence. No 


4A 


posses. 
MUNDE U.K. DE (PUNJABI W/E.S.T.) STC 
FreThurs 12:15, 4:00, 8:00. 

GHOSTS OF GIRLFRIEMDS PAST PG 


FreThurs 1:45, 4:45, 7-50, 10:35. 
Language moy offend, not recommended for children. 


X-MEN ORIGINS: WOVERINE 144 


Flues, Thus 12:15, 12:45, 2:15, 3:30, 4:00, 5:15, 6:20, 645, 900, 
9:25, 9:50; Wed 12:15, 12:45, 2:15, 2.0, 40, 5:15, 6:20, 9:00, 
9,25, 9:50; FeThws 1:30, 4:30, 7:15, 10:20. No poses. — 




















OBSESSED MA 
Frethurs 12:50, 3:55, 7:20, 10:25. aes 
FIGHTING 14a 
fet 120 oe 
EARTH PG 
FrrThus 12:00, 2:30, 4:55, 7:15, 9:45. et et 
STATE OF PLAY 14a 
Frtus 1:15, 345,640,935. 
HANNAH MONTANA: THE MOVIE G 
14h 
freTbus 3:50, 6:50, 9:15. bases 
MONSTERS VS. ALIENS G 
FaeTs 12:10, 2:35, 4:50, 7:00,9:20. 
METROPOLITAN OPERA: LA CENERENTOLA STC 
See ee 2 
ANGELS & DEMONS STC 
Midnight Thurs 12:01. No passes. 
NORTH EDMONT 
i —_MOS1aT Avene 7322003 
STAR TREK PG 


FitTues, Thurs 12:15, 1:00, 1:45, 3:15, 4:00, 4:45, 6:30, 7:15, 7:45, 
9:30, 10:15, 10:40; Wed 12:15, 1:45, 3:15, 4:00, 4:45, 6:30, 7:15, 
7:45, 9:30, 10:15, 10-40; Stor & Strollers Screening Wed 1:00. Violence. 
No posses. 

GHOSTS OF GIRLFRIENDS PAST PG 
FreThurs 1-50, 4:40, 7:30, 10:05 

Leonguage may offend, not recommended for children. 














OBSESSED 4A 
FThus 12-50, 4:10, 7:25, 10-00 

FIGHTING 4A 
Tete Me Sie 
EARTH PG 


FrrTues, Thus 12:10, 2:20, 4:50, 7:10, 9:25; Wed 4:50, 7:10, 9:25 
Stor & Strollers Screening Wed 1:00. 











STATE OF PLAY 14a 
fico) eg wk 
17 AGAIN PG 
FreThus 1:40, 4:30, 7:05, 9:50. Gude content. rz 
HANNAH MONTANA: THE MOVIE 6 
FreThus 1:20, 3:50, 6:50, Ess E 
FAST & FURIOUS 4A 


Fri Sun 2:00, 5:05, 7:40, 10:20; Sat 5:05, 7:40, 10:20; Mon-Thurs 
4:20. 





MONSTERS VS. ALIENS G 
FreThurs 12:30, 2:45, 5:00, 7:20, 9:40. - 
| LOVE YOU MAN 14a 


FrrSun 9:20, Coarse language, crude content. 


METROPOLITAN OPERA: LA CENERENTOLA “SiC 
ee errs DS 
ANGELS & DEMONS stc 


Midnight Thurs 12:01. No posses. 
CITY CENTRE 9 EMAS 
SRD FLOOR PHASE NI; 101 st. & 102 AVE. © 421-7020 


STAR TREK PG 
FreThurs 1:00, 4:00, 7:00, 10:00. No passes 





X-MEN ORIGINS: WOLVERINE 4A 
FreThurs 1:15, 4:15, 7:15, 10:15. No passes 

STATE OF PLAY 4A 
Frefhurs 3:25, 6:40, 9:40, 7 : 
FIGHTING 148 
Frethus 12:25, \ 

OBSESSED 4A 
freThurs 12:55, 3:35, 7:10, 10:10. - 

X-MEN ORIGINS: WOLVERINE 4A 


FovThurs 12:45, 3:45, 6:45, 9:45. No passes 


GHOSTS OF GIRLFRIENDS PAST ’ PG 
FreThurs 12:35, 3:20, 6:50, 9°50, Language may offend, not 
recommended for children. 


THESOLOIST = °G 
FreWed 12:15, 3:30, 6:30, 9:30; Thurs 12:15, 3:30, 6:30, 9:20 
Disturbing content, coarse languoge, nat recommended for children. 


CLAREVIEW 10 CINEMAS 


4201-139TH AVENUE # 4727600 




















FAST & FURIOUS 4A 
Fehrs 715, 9:50. oe a 

17 AGAIN PG 
fri MorThus 4:15, 6:50, 9:10; SatSun 1:20, 4:15, 6:50, 910. 
OBSESSED 4A 
Fri Mon-Thuss 4:10, 7:20, 9:55; SotSun 1:25, 4:10, 7:20, 9:55, 
FIGHTING 4A 
Fri Mon Thurs 4:20, 6:40, 9:00; SatSun 1:40, 4:20, 6:40, 9:00, 
THE SOLOIST PG 
Fri Mon-Thurs 3:40, 6:35, 9:20; SatSun 12:50, 3:40, 6:35, 9:20. 
Disturbing content, coorse longouge, not recommended for children. 
X-MEN ORIGINS: WOLVERINE 14a 


Fri, Mon-Thurs 4:30, 7:30, 10:15; SotSun 1:30, 4:30, 7:30, 10:15; Sot 
Sun 12:00, 3:00, 6:45, 9:45. No passes. 

GHOSTS OF GIRLFRIENDS PAST 

Fri Mon-Thurs 3:50, 7:10, 9:35; SatSun 1:15, 3:50, 7:10, 9:35. 
Longuoge may offend, not recommended for children, 














STAR TREK PG 
Fi, MorThurs 3:30, 4:00, 6:30, 7:00, 9:20, 10:00; SotSun 12:30, 
1:30, 3:30, 4:00, 6:30, 7:00, 9:30, 10:00. Violence, No posses. 


WATCHMEN 
FreSat 1:00, 4:15, 7:45, 11:10; Sun-Thurs 1:00, 4:15, 7:45. Gory 
scenes, brutal violence. 





18A 


























HANNAH MONTANA: THE MOVIE G THE INTERNATIONAL 14a 
Fi, Mon-Thurs 4:25, SotSun 1:10, 4:25, FriSot 9:15, 11:50; SunThuss 9:15. Violence. 
Neen Fes 135 640,710,925 145 San 155,430,220, 
_ NAMES GROMTROND ASSBTZ6 ggg 
STAR TREK PG : i 
Sr ho Teo Sse 10,4701 10h oe” MEST NOTRE ROO) Pe 
No passes. >= as —— 9:45. Coarse language, sexual content 
SUNSHINE CLEANING Cac: a a oe rT 
Fa, MowTues, Thus 7:10, 945; SotSun 1:15, 3:45, 7:10, 9:45; Wed Fscot 1:20, 4:25, 7:10, 9:45, 12:15; SunThus 1:20, 4:25, 7:10, 
9:45. Mature themes, coarse longuoge. ee. 9:45, Violence 
X-MEN ORIGINS: WOLVERINE A Tun % Ta 
Fri 645, 9:30; Sat Sun 12:45, 3:25, 6:45, 9:20; Months 6:45, 9:30. Facor 1-95 4:40, 7.15, 930, 11:35; SumThus 1:35, 440, 7.15, 
Noposes, A SO Beane aes hate ape 
THE SOLOIST PG Marie” 3 === 
: PAUL BLART: MALL COP PG 
Fi, Mon Thurs 6:30, 9:15; SotSun 12:30, 3:20, 6:30, 9:15. Disnuting scat 150, 4:50, 7:25, $35, 11355: SurThus 1°50, 450, 7.25, 
content, coors languoge, not recommended for children Sa ee yg ae ae Naas 
SCOTIABANK THEATRE HOTEL FOR DOGS =. =e 
__WEST EDMONTON WALL» 8882-170 STREET © 4442400 rT 1:45, 445,7°00. _ 
STAR TREK pg _ DEFIANCE 14a 
FrFTues, Thurs 12:00, 12:30, 3:15, 3:45, 6:30, 7:00, 9:45, 10:15; Wed FreThus 1:05, 4:00, 6:50, 9:50. Violence, coarse language 
12:00, 3:15, 3:45, 6:30, 7:00, 945, 10:15; fi, SueThurs 1:00, 4:15, GRAN TORINO 148 


7:30, 10:45; Sot 1:00, 4:15, 7:25, 10:30; Stor & Strollers Screening 
Wed 1:00. Violence. No passes. a 

GHOSTS OF GIRLFRIENDS PAST PG 
Firlues, Thurs 12:20, 3:50, 6:50, 9:50; Wed 3:50, 6:50, 9:50; Stor & 
Strollers Screening Wed 1:00. Longuage may offend, not recommended for 
children, iis 
X-MEN ORIGINS: WOLVERINE PG 
FreThurs 11:45, 1:10, 2:30, 4:10, 5:10, 7-10, 8:00, 10:10, 10:40. 

No passes 


OBSESSED 148 
FreThus 1:00, 4:00, 7:20, 10:00 a 
FIGHTING MA 
fri SurThus 1:40, 4:20, 7:40, 10:20; Sot 2:00, 4:20, 740, 10:20. 

EARTH PG 
FreThuns 12:10, 2:20, 4:40, 7:15, 9:40. Sey 
STATE OF PLAY MMA 
Frrlues, Thurs 9:15; Wed 10:00 — =e 
17 AGAIN PG 





flues, Thus 12:40, 3:20, 6:40; Wed 12:40, 3:20 





FreThurs 1:25, 4:05, 6:45, 9:20. Language may offend. 


__ 7020 SHERWOOD OR, SHERWOOD PARK 4160150. 
STAR TREK PG 
Fri 3:30, 4:30, 7:00, 7:30, 10:10, 10:30; Sat-Sun 12:30, 1:30, 3:30, 
4:30, 7:00, 7:30, 10:10, 10:30; MonThurs 7:00, 7:30, 10:10, 10:30. 
Violence, No passes. = Pcie ¥: 

GHOSTS OF GIRLFRIENDS PAST PG 
Fri 4:20, 7:20, 10:00; Sat-Sun 1:40, 4:20, 7:20, 10:00; Mon-Thurs 
7:20, 10:00. Longuoge may offend, not recommended for children, 
X-MEN ORIGINS: WOLVERINE 4A 
Fri 3:30, 4:50, 6:30, 7:40, 9:20, 10:20; SatSun 12:40, 2:00, 3:40, 
4:50, 6:30, 7:40, 9:20, 10:20; Mon-Thurs 6:30, 7:40, 9:20, 10:20. 

No passes _ a 
OBSESSED 14A 
Fri 4:40, 7:50, 10:25; SatSun 1:50, 4:40, 7:50, 10:25; Mon-Thurs 
750, 1025 =: 

EARTH PG 
Fri 3:45, 6:50, 9:10; SatSun 12:50, 3:45, 6:50, 9:10; MonrThurs 6:50, 
9:10. 

17 AGAIN . PG 
































FAST & FURIOUS 14A Fri 4:00, 7:10, 9:50; SotSun 1:10, 4:00, 7:10, 9:50; Mon-Thurs 7:10, 
FreThurs 1:50, 4:50, 7:50, 10:30. ine 9:50, Crude content. 
MONSTERS VS. ALIENS 3D G HANNAH MONTANA: THE MOVIE 6 
fieThurs 12:00, 2:15, 4:30, 7:00, 9:30. ___ FRiAS10, 7:05, 9:40; SorSun 1:20, 4:10, 7:05, 9:40; Mon-Thurs 7:05, 
METROPOLITAN OPERA: LA CINERENTOLA sic 740. 
Sot 10:30. uy MONSTERS VS. ALIENS 6 
ANGELS & DEMONS STC _F1i 3:50, 6:50, 9:00; SotSun 1:05, 3:50, 6:40, 9:00; Mon-Thurs 6:50, 
Midnight Thurs 12:01. No posses. 2008 Se 

130 AVENUE & SO STREET » 4729779 
ADVENTURELAND MA 


FreSot 2:00, 4:55, 7:30, 10:00, 10:20; Sun-Thurs 2:00, 4:55, 7:30, 
10:00. Coarse language, substance abuse, language may offend. 
THE HAUNTING IN CONNECTICUT 

FreSot 1:40, 4:20, 7:20, 9:55, 12:10; Sun-Thurs 1:40, 4:20, 7:20, 
9:55. Frightening scenes, not recommended for children. 
DUPLICITY PG 
FreThurs 1:30, 4:10, 7:05, 9:45. Coarse language. 





14A 
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THEATRE PREVIEW - WORLD PREMIERE - BY JESSICA EARLE |7m words 


“My Art Is Me And I Am My Art” 


SO SAYS DARRIN HAGEN — BUT 
IT WOULD BE INACCURATE TO 
CALL HIS NEW PLAY BUDDY 
AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL 





BUDDY 

Directed by Bradley Moss. Written by Darrin Hagen. Starring 
Jesse Gervais and Mark Jenkins, The Roxy (10708-124 St). 
Tickets available through the Roxy box office (453-2440/ 
www.attheroxy.com) or TIX on the Square (www. 
tixonthesquare.com). 





I'm not two minutes into my inter- 
view with Darrin Hagen, and I can't 
help but think the 45-year-old play- 
wright is the antidote to New Histor- 
ical Criticism, the school of thought 
that insists on looking at art without 
considering the creator's biography. 
The prolific playwright, best known 
for his drag productions on the 
Fringe circuit, operates in a whirl- 
wind where life, drama, and personal 
relationships unapologetically blur. 

The pace of comedy and conver- 
sation in the foyer of The Roxy is 
quick, as Hagen turns every object 
into a prop and every interaction 
into a quip, mixing insights about 
his work with anecdotes about his 
past, punctuating every pause with 
roaring laughter. (Conversation only 
lets up during a side trip to a sushi 
restaurant, when Hagen pauses to 
savour the wasabi.) But fans of the 
(wo)man so infamously known as 
the Edmonton Queen might be sur- 
prised by his latest piece, the darker 
and more recondite Buddy. 

The play follows the friendship of 
two adolescent males in rural Alber- 
ta making a video of their last year of 
high school. And the actors (Fringe 
sensations Jesse Gervais and Mark 
Jenkins) literally record themselves 
during the performance too, using an 
elaborate set of cameras and video 
projectors, delivering a show that’s a 





hybrid of multimedia, performance 
art, filmmaking, and theatre. . 

Hagen says he hatched the concept 
three years ago during the Ten Days 
of Madness Playwriting Festival at 
the University of Alberta. He was 
one of the contestants in that year's 
24-Hour Playwriting Contest, and 
emerged from the day-long compe- 
tition with 40 pages of content. “It 
came out of the idea that two men 
were trapped by an installation,” Ha- 
gen says. “They agreed to be there 
and it was kind of an experiment to 
see how long they could put up with 
being on display.” 

Since then, the project has evolved 
to incorporate a lapse in time into 
the storyline, as one character revis- 
its the concrete images of the past to 
better understand his friend’s death 


&& | THINK HOMOPHOBIA |S HOLDING MEN BACK. 


IT INHIBITS THEIR GROWTH AND MAKES 


LIFE 


MORE CHALLENGING THAN IT HAS TOBE. 


and to explore the tricky association 
between truth and memory. 

While many postmodern themes 
get treated in the piece — how the 
second something is recorded, it’s 
given artistic impetus, for instance, 
or how a lens puts certain elements 
into focus by cutting off everything 
outside its scope — Hagen says the 
work is still accessible because it’s 
anchored by an affecting narrative 
that draws from his own life 

“My art is me and | am my art,” 
he says. “As much I try to step away 
from it and make it something more 
it only comes together 
when I give a shit. And I only give a 


cerebral, 


shit when it's about something that I 
need to learn.” 

One of the lessons this time around 
deals with the effects of homophobia 


Chum's The Word | Jesse Gervais and Mark Jenkins document their friendship live onstage in Darrin Hagen's Buddy. PHOTO BY (AN JACKSON 





on straight men — specifically the 
set of friends who stuck with Hagen 
during his trying teen years in Rocky 
Mountain House as “a drag queen 
who didn't know he was a drag queen 
yet.” While Hagen is distressed by 
how articles about him have painted 
his hometown as one-dimensionally 
he 
a group with a fear of anything gay 
impacted his support network. 
“Everyone talks about homophobia 
as if it's this curse to gay people,” he 
says. “I think homophobia is holding 
men back. It inhibits their growth 
and makes life more challenging 
than it has to be. Some of those 
guys who went through it with me — 
I didn’t realize at the time what a toll 
it was taking on them. Ultimately 
they had to stay [in Rocky Moun- 


homophobic, remembers how 


tain House], and they didn’t get to 
leave afterwards.” 

Despite the tribute it pays to his 
youthful allies, Hagen says it would 
be reductive to call Buddy autobio 
graphical because so many people 
have helped shape the final product 
“This has been the most purely col- 
laborative process I've ever been part 
of,” he says of working with director 
Bradley Moss, multimedia artist Ian 
Jackson, set designer Paul Bezaire, as 
well as actors Gervais and Jenkins, 

“I'm definitely expanding out of 
the ‘There's gotta be a guy in a dress 
onstage’ concept,” he says. “Life in- 
spires me, and this project was born 
out of the idea that you never know 
in the moment what's going to reso- 
nate 10 years down the road and be- 
come a piece of art.” 
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Concrete during International Dance Day on April 29. PHOTO BY ANDREW PAUL 
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ARTS NEWS - NOTABLE HAPPENINGS FROM THE THEATRE TO THE GALLERY | 








TRAVEL! 
Square Dancers 


They say body language makes up 90 per 
cent of communication between humans, 
which might explain why dance is found in 
every culture on earth. That was theme last 
Wednesday in Churchill Square as Mile Zero 
Dance marked International Dance Day by 
assembling close to a dozen performers fora 
noon-hour celebration of human movement. 
The theme of communication was espe- 
cially prevalent in Eryn Tempest's “Umlaut,” 
in which a muse twisted and whirled to the 
tune of fevered keystrokes from a maddened 
writer's typing machines. Watch the video for 
yourself at www.seemagazine.com. 


| 


| 
| 
| 





GAVEL! 
Sold Canadian! 


Contrary to popular belief, art auctions donot 
take place exclusively in screwball comedies 
from the 1940s. (Ho ho ho — he wasn't bid- 


| ding, he was only scratching his nose!) But in 


fact, the Art Gallery of Alberta is holding its 
Nth annual Art on the Block auction on 
May 13 at 6:30 p.m. — and the treasures up 
for sale include a few racy Polaroids by Attila 
Richard Lukacs, some gorgeous 19th-century 
Japanese photos from the Hall collection, 
and work by such illustrious Canadians as 
Edward Burtynsky, Joe Fafard, and Catherine 
Burgess. Preview the lineup at artonthe- 
blockalberta,com and plan your bidding. 





| sitting in the first few rows. 


RAVEL! 
Fluid Movements? 


Is Arts News alone in its alarm at the descrip- 
tion of Carmen and Boléro (May 12-13) on 
the Alberta Ballet website? Carmen, it says, is 
“the tale of a fiery Spanish gypsy who spurns 
her obsessive soldier lover for a flashy bull- 
fighter — all leading to an explosive climax!" 
And the crescendo of Ravel's Boléra is called 
“one of the most powerful and explosive 
shots of adrenaline classical music can of- 
fer... sure to push audiences to the limits of 
visceral catharsis!" Sounds to us like a whole 
lot of bodily fluids will be flying around the 
Jube that night; maybe you'll want to avoid 





arts 





THEATRE REVIEW » GRIT! « BY MARLISS WEBER | 486 words 


Love Will Tear You Apart 





That's Amore? | Natascha Girgis is a butch lesbian pimp and Amber Borotsik her junkie prostitute girlfriend in Love. PHOTO BY IAN JACKSON 











% =STUDIOTHEATRECA *& 


music & lyrics by book by 
STEPHEN SONDHEIM JOHN WEIDMAN 





ASSASSINS 








May 14 * 23, 2009 2¢7:30 pm 
TIMMS CENTRE FOR THE ARTS 


university of alberta 


Student Tickets $10 
(OPENING NIGHT $15) 


Advanced tickets at TIX on the Square 

780.420.1757 | www.tixonthesquare.ca 

Walk-up tickets available at Timms Box Office 
one hour before each show. 


PRESENTED THROUGH SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 
WITH MUSIC THEATRE INTERNATIONAL (MTI) 


dua &$ Y $2 8 
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IT’S HARD TO TELL LOVE 
. APART FROM CODEPENDENCY 
| AND ADDICTION IN NLT’S UGLY/ 
| BEAUTIFUL DRAMA 





| LOVE 

| Directed by Trevor Schmidt. Written by Patricia Comelius, 

| Starring Amber Borotsik, Natascha Girgis, Rob van Meenen. 
The Third Space (11516-103 St). To May 10. Tickets available 
through TIX on the Square (420-1757/tixonthesquare.com). 


| eotokekestr 
| “The minute T saw you, I knew you 





| could love me and I could love you 
It's the constant refrain of each 
character in Patricia Cornelius’ dra- 


ma Love, the final play in Northern 


speak of is clouded by their extreme 
need: for affection in their otherwise 
cold world, for drugs, for money, and 
strangely, for each other. 

It's codependency at its finest. A 
psychologist would have a field day. 

The play should, in fact, be required 
viewing for any Psych 101 student, as 
any number of psychological ills are 
played out to their fullest: the prob- 
lems of addiction, codependence, cy- 
cles of prostitution, violence, abuse 
and controlling relationships. All 
masquerading as love 

But the strangely beautiful thing 
about this show — underneath the 
need, under the loneliness and fear 


the set and costumes), all the perfor- 
mances are nuanced and beautifully 
textured. Amber Borotsik is fantastic 
as the hooker, Annie, vulnerable and 
desperate in her need for someone to 
look after her. She is nearly naked, 
emotionally and physically, through- 
out the show, and Borotsik deserves 
special kudos for her complete lack 
of self-consciousness and total com- 
mitment to every difficult moment. 


Equally committed is the newly-_ 


shorn Natascha Girgis as Tanya, the 
tough, man-hating, man-wannabe 
lesbian pimp, the woman who lives 
off Annie’s labours, the woman who 
loves her more than any man ever 
could, or so she thinks. Girgis is 
particularly impressive in this role, 
and her defensiveness, her desire to 
control, are all masks for her own 
vulnerability. Rob van Meenen is 
also most interesting in his role as 
the junkie boyfriend Leonard as he 
struggles with addiction and the con- 
flicting expressions of love and deri- 
sion — for both women. 

The play itself is a fascinating 
combination of bitter and sweet — 
yet one that could never be called 
bittersweet. The emotions are too 
raw for such a clichéd label. With 
the exception of a few heartfelt, 


ness of their lives, their desperation 


and dependence, their variations 


AMBER BOROTSIK IS NEARLY NAKED, EMOTIONALLY AND 
PHYSICALLY, THROUGHOUT THE SHOW, AND SHE DESERVES SPECIAL 
| KUDOS FOR HER COMPLETE LACK OF SELF-CONSCIOUSNESS AND 
TOTAL COMMITMENT TO EVERY DIFFICULT MOMENT. 


| Light Theatre’s 2008/2009 season. 
Which sounds awfully nice for all 
concerned. 

The problem, for all concerned, 
is that it’s uttered first by an im- 
prisoned junkie lesbian pimp, next 
by her junkie hooker girlfriend, and 
then by the hooker’s junkie waste- 





of-skin boyfriend. And the love they 


and the coldness of their experience 
— is the intensity of feeling, the sin- 
cerity of their love for each other, 
even if it's at times fleeting or abu- 
sive. The feelings are genuine. 
Which makes for one emotionally 
exhausting ride for the audience. 
Gorgeously directed by NLT’s 
Trevor Schmidt (who also designed 


on the theme of love are the bright 
points in their otherwise dismal 
existences. 

“You are the hope,” Annie says at 
one point, “that there’s some other 
feelings than the crap. feelings.” 
This play explores many of the crap 
feelings. But it's the love that we’re 
left with. 














2 SES th: 
WWW. seemagazine. com@ bi battle for territory”, 


Sponsored By: 
Avenue Initiative Revitalization Arts on the Ave: 
Praitie Gardens & Greenhouses The Secret Garden 


Saturday, May 9, 2009 


*Plant & gift sale 


* Children’s art & 
plant workshops 


Workshops - 
Experts on site 


«Art show 


-O00 am - 3:00 
~ garden 1 Show goose 
aie Alberta Avenue Community Centre 
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itution, vi , , if oddly placed monologues about 

i i i ips. stallions and dreams and freedom, 
i : the script is nearly perfect, as are 

i i i the performances. Despite the ugli- 





THEATRE REVIEW : BIOGRAPHICAL MUSICAL « BY MARLISS WEBER 1547 words 


WELL, HE ALREADY DID) A MOVIE ABOUT RIMBAUD... ROBERT DOWNEY JR. HAS RECENTLY EXPRESSED INTEREST IN PLAYING ok 
EDGAR ALLAN POE IN A FILM WRITTEN, DIRECTED, AND PRODUCED BY SYLVESTER STALLONE 


arts 


It's No Accident That “Poe” Rhymes With “Woe” 





The Pit, The Pendulum, And The Jazz Hands | Scott Shpeley stars as Edgar Allan Poe in Catalyst Theatre's macabre musical 
Nevermore. PHOTO BY SEAN MCLELLAN 








THE MISERABLE LIFE OF THE and shrill as well as low and me- 
GOTHIC POET AND NOVELIST lodic, is haunting and discordant and 
GETS THE FULL CATALYST beautiful all at once — much like the 
TREATMENT IN NEVERMORE show itself. 

Certainly, Nevermore looks pret- 
NEVERMORE ty — that is, if you have a penchant 
Written and directed by Jonathan Christenson, Starring Scott. for corseted women in stiff papier- 
Shpeley, Shannon Blanchet, Sheldon Elter, Beth Graham, maché skirts and men with pale 
Ryan Parker, Garett Ross, Vanessa Sabourin. Catalyst skin, darkened eyes, and freakishly 


Theatre (8529-103 St). To May 17. Tickets available through 
TIX on the Square (420-1757/tixonthesquare.com). 
KK 


tall hats. If you didn’t know better, 
you'd think you walked into a Sat- 
urday night at New City Suburbs, 





for all the ripped fishnets and plat 
form boots on display. In many re 
spects the performances, although 
excellent, are almost eclipsed by the 
fantastical design elements of Bretta 
Gerecke, Catalyst's resident designer 
Her costumes are the true stars of 
this ensemble piece 

This is in no way to belittle the 
performances. Al members 


cast 
perform the challenging verse and 
music with great skill, voices and 
bodies like gothic woodcut illustra 
tions come to life. Particular men 
tions go to newcomer Scott Shpeley 


for 


of Poe, and Ryan Parker and Shan 


his little-boy-lost interpretation 





non Blanchet, whose rich, melodic 
voices add beauty and depth to the 
music. Sheldon Elter, Beth Graham, 
Garett Ross, and Vanessa Sabou 
rin also each contributing gorgeous 
character and movement work to the 
tight ensemble 

And yet, Nevermore left me hot 
and cold. I loved the dark, grotesque 


fantasy of it all, design, movement, | 


voice and character working in 
concert to create a wholly original 
style. But I didn’t love the singular 
level of the piece, the way it starts 
and ends on the same note, with 
very little variety in pace or tone in 
between. The story is told in verse 
and sometimes the verse goes by too 
fast to truly absorb it — and its lull- 


ing rhythms sometimes cause you | 


to forget to listen to the meaning 
of the words. Gerecke’s ingenious 
set, although beautiful, is somewhat 
limiting for the actors, as movement 
must occur on only two flat planes, 
in straight lines — again calling to 
mind a puppet theatre. I know there 
has been great thought put to it all, 
and that it all means something; 
it just doesn't all mean something 


———————————______ 





It is a danse macabre. 

Nightmare creatures, gothic im- 
ages, chilling harmonies, and dark 
turns of fate make Catalyst The- 
atre’s Nevermore one scary bedtime 
story. Based loosely on Edgar Allan 
Poe's life and death, Nevermore is a 
darkly fantastical and highly theatri- 
cal examination of the man behind 
such famous gothic stories as “The 
Pit and the Pendulum,” “The Fall of 
the House of Usher,” and “The Tell- 
Tale Heart.” 

Written, composed (much of the 
show is sung, although the debate 
reigns about whether “musical the- 
atre” is a proper description) and 
directed by Catalyst Theatre dynamo 
Jonathan Christenson, Nevermore 
fascinates even as it repels. Full of 
macabre images — when the female 
characters aren't getting buried alive, 
they're dying from consumption — 
the show plays out like a 19th-century 
Tim Burton puppet show. The move- 
ment is marionette-like, the verse is 
hypnotic, and the music, shrieking 
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That said, the sh is still wonder ter it’s over. Richly textured and wel 
ful and fantastical to behold, and is performed, Nevermore is a scary 
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“A leaner and meaner 


American Beauty.” 
- Rob Nelson, Variety. 


“Ordinary People meets 


Little Miss Sunshine? 
- Pete Hammond, Hollywood. cort 





| Pr — CRY view the trailer at: 
hee Nebes 
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CROSSTALK « VISUAL ARTS |763 words 


The Critics Critique Themselves 





PROVOKED BY A NEGATIVE 
ONLINE COMMENT, JILL AND 
MANDY TAKE STOCK OF THEIR 
COLUMN AND THEIR ROLE IN 
THE ART COMMUNITY 





Last week, Jill and Mandy talked 
about the BFA grad exhibition, a col- 
umn that elicited a belittling anony- 
mous post in response on the SEE 
website. (You can read the original 
column, as well as the reactions to 
it, by going to www.seemagazine 
com and looking under “Hot Discus- 
sions.”) 

Though useless in terms of ac- 
tual criticism, it did get them think- 
ing about whether they still con- 
sider writing this column useful 
and relevant in anyway. This week, 
Jill and Mandy discuss what writ- 
ing about the arts in our fair city 
means, and what role they hope 
they serve 


Mandy: I know that when we started 
writing this column together, it was 
really an experiment to see if we 
could increase the degree of critical 
dialogue. But now that we’ve been 
doing this for more than a year, how 
do you view our position within the 
arts community? 

Jill: I think it's good that we're 
encouraging our own dialogue, and 
encouraging dialogue in a casual way 
about art and the art community. I’m 
not saying that we’re looking at the 


work with casual interest, but rather 
that we approach the critique in a ca 
sual manner. Isn't that what the con- 


versational format is about? | hope 
we're offering a way to communicate 
about art in a way that is not neces- 
sarily so didactic 

Mandy: Do you think though that 
our talking about the work in a ca- 
sual manner is being mistaken for 
a casual attitude about what we're 
talking about? It’s important that 
we discuss the work in a way that 
doesn't alienate anyone who hasn't 
gone through a BFA program, but 
maybe we do concentrate too much 
on the surface aspects of what 
we review. 

Jill: I can’t really say how the col- 
umn is interpreted. But it’s worth 
clarifying whether we're setting out 
to provide a critique of the work, or 
merely initiating a response to it, 
and encouraging people to see the 
exhibits and think for themselves? 
As a visual artist, | make work about 
very specific themes, and I have very 
specific opinions about them. But 
rather than tell people exactly what 
they should be thinking or feeling, 
I would rather give them enough 
visual information so that they can 
formulate their own opinions. I feel 
the same way about our column; 
I feel it’s our role to present people 
with information, not necessarily to 
tell them what the artist is saying. 
That's probably contradictory to the 
traditional “art critic” role, but per- 
sonally, I don’t always feel comfort- 
able in that role. 

Mandy: I’ve been approaching 
what we do partly as a way to devel- 
op my ability to coherently articulate 
my opinions about art — which will 
be an essential if I plan to dedicate 
myself to being a visual artist. And 


yes, giving exposure to our commu- 
nity is also a big part of what we do: 
a print review doesn't just serve as a 
showcase for the reviewer's opinions; 
it also raises awareness of that artist 
and their work. The whole point is to 
get people to see it for themselves, 
construct their own opinions, and 
hopefully feel interested enough to 
share them with others. 

Jill: It's been said before, but I 
would love if there was more dia- 
logue about the arts in this city. 
There seems to be a pretty big com- 
munication gap between those who 
practice art and those who don't. If 
our column does anything at all, | 
hope it offers a friendly, talkative 


gateway into the world of art. I know 
that for many people, “artspeak” 
is pretty off-putting. But our audi- 
ence includes everyone who picks 
up the free weekly newspaper. I feel 
like we have a responsibility not to 
exclude anyone. 

Mandy: But maybe we're underes- 
timating the public's desire for seri- 
ous discussion about art. Anyone 
who reads our column is likely either 
interested in art, or amused by what 
I believe was once described as “our 
banter.” Or they will just think we 
are lame, and that’s fine too, but I’d 
hope we're challenging one another 
either way. 

Jill: Well yeah, of course. And I 





think that’s why we've kept the col- 
umn going so long. The conversa- 
tional format aids this process — it 
isn’t one of us simply writing a stag- 
nant paragraph about the exhibition. 
Its an actual conversation we're 
having about what engages us (or 
doesn’t engage us) with the work. It's 
more immediate that way. It allows 
for disagreements, as well as shared 
excitement. The real-time method of 
writing this column is our strength, 
I think, because it's not polished or 
perfect. But it is, at the very least, 
genuine. 

Mandy: And at the very, very least, 
it’s an excellent source of personal 
mockery. 
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Guild 


of Alberta 


The Writers Guild of Alberta invites you to 


Alberta’s Literary Celebration of the Year — 
_ the 2009 Alberta Literary Awards Gala! 










ASHTANGA YOGA BASICS 


EXCELLENT INTRO. TO ASHTANGA STYLE OF-YOGA. 
MORE DETAILED BREAKDOWN FOR THOSE ALREADY 


DOING ASHTANGA. 


WE START ON May 3°> JUNE 14, 


WITH NO CLASSES ON May 17. 


CLASSES ARE SUNDAYS FROM 12:30-2:00. 
Tue cost is $75.00 FoR THE SESSION. 


JO REGISTER PLEASE CONTACT SHANTI YOGA. 








On May 23, 2009, meet and celebrate with some of Alberta’s finest Writers. te ) SHANTI 


Awards will be presented at the Hotel Arts in Calgary (119 — 12th Avenue SW). 
For tickets and information on shortlisted authors, see our website. 






Ey YOGA STUDIO 
CREATE PEACE | BE LOVE | LIVE JOY 


#2, 10026-102st! SHANTIVOGA@MAIL.COM 
780.421.9444 | SHANTIYOGASTUDIO. CA 
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The Writers Guild of Alberta provides °L Be : 
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wordsmiths all around the province 
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EXHIBITS 


AGNIESZKA KOZIARZ MUTICULTURAL CENTRE PUBLIC ART 
GALLERY, 5411-51 ST, STONY PLAIN, TO MAY 2] Printmaker 
ANNUAL STUDENTS EXHIBITION AND SALE SPRUCE 
GROVE ART GALLERY, 35 AND STH AVE, SPRUCE GROVE, MAY 
11-23 Info; www.alliedartscouncil.com. 

THE BOX HARCOURT HOUSE GALLERY, 3RD FLOOR, 10215-112 
ST. TO MAY 30 By Cesar Forero. Doors at 7:30 p.m. Info: www. 
harcourthouse.ab.ca. 

EDMONTON: FROM LA BELLE PROVINCE WEST END 
GALLERY, 12308 JASPER AVE. TO MAY 21 Work by vari- 

ous artists. Info: 488-4892. 

ENTROPY HARCOURT HOUSE GALLERY, 
3RD FLOOR, 10215-112 ST. TO MAY 30 
Experimental paintings by Christine 
Koch. Info: www.harcourthouse. 
ab.a. 

HIROSHIGE ANDO: THE 53 STA- 
TIONS OF THE TOKAIDO ROAD 
ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA, #100 
10230 JASPER AVE, TOJUN 7 Ukiyo-e 
woodblock prints from 1833-1834 by 
master printmaker Ando Hiroshige. Info: 
www.artgalleryalberta.com. 

HERD LATITUDE 53, 10248-106 ST,, TO MAY.16 Twelve 
customized AT-AT platforms by Adriean Koleric. Admission 
by donation. Info: www.latitudeS3.org. 

KOSHASHIN: THE HALL COLLECTION OF 19TH 
CENTURY PHOTOGRAPHS OF JAPAN ART GALLERY 

OF ALBERTA, #100 10230 JASPER AVE, TOJUN 7 One of the 
world’s largest collections of early Japanese photography. 
With over 230 rare photographs from 1860-1899. Info: www. 
artgalleryalberta.com. 

LASTING IMPRESSIONS SPRUCE GROVE ART GALLERY, 35 
45TH AVE, SPRUCE GROVE, TO MAY 9 Work by Joan Bailey, 
LEAVING OLYMPIA: UNVEILING THE IDEALIZED NUDE 
ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA, #100 10230 JASPER AVE, TO MAY 
18 Works ranging from Auguste Rodin's l'Age d/Airain to Evan 
Penny's Camille. Info: www.artgalleryalberta.com. 
MASTERPIECES IN MINIATURE PICTURE THIS GALLERY, 
959 ORDZE RD., SHERWOOD PARK, TO MAY 21 Original 
artwork from more than 45 artists, paintings 1I by 14 inches 
or Smaller. Info: www.PictureThisGallery.com. 

MYSELF, THE PORTRAIT RED GALLERY, 962] WHYTE AVE, 
TO AUG 30 A collection of male self-portraits, Info: www. 
tedgallery.ca. 

NEW ART LOFT GALLERY, 590 BROADMOOR BLVD, 
SHERWOOD PARK, TOJUN 27 Every Thu and Sat until June 27. 
Info: 922-6324/449-4443, 

OTHERWORLD ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA, #100 10230 
JASPER AVE, TO JUN 7 Kristy Trinier re-translates a medieval 
Japanese Noh Theatre play into audio, video and text. Info: 
www.artgalleryalberta.com. 

POLAROIDS ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA, #100 10230 JASPER 
AVE., TO MAY 18 More than 3,000 Polaroid photographs by 
painter Attila Richard Lukacs addressing questions of power, 
masculinity, and desire with images of nudity and sexual 
activity. Content may disturb some viewers. 

PATHWAYS JEFF ALLEN GALLERY, STRATHCONA SENIORS 
CENTRE, 1083] UNIVERSITY AVE, TO MAY 28 By Julie Drew. 
Info; 433-5807. 

RETURN TO HAIDA GWAII SCOTT GALLERY, 104]1-124 ST. 
MAY 9-26 Oil and watercolour paintings by Wendy Wacko. 
Info: www.scottgallery.com. 

RIPPLE ART SHOW PARAMOUNT THEATRE, 10233 JASPER 
AVE, MAY 9 Doors at 7 p.m, Admission $2, proceeds go to 
www.turnonthetap.ca. Info: www.citycentrechurch.com. 
SENSE SUBLIME ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA, #100 10230 
JASPER AVE, TO MAY 18 1Sth-century landscapes from the 
AGA collection. Info: www.artgalleryalberta.com. 

SMALL IS ALL CENTRE D'ARTS VISUELS DE ALBERTA, 9103- 
95 AVE, MAY 8-20 Acrylics, watercolours and oils by Viviane 
Montpellier. Info: 461-3427. 

SOME UNABASHED OPTIMISM LATITUDE 53, 10248-106 
ST, TO MAY 16 Video installation by Jon Sasaki. Admission by 
donation. Info: www.latitudeS3.org. 

URBAN TEXTURES MCMULLEN GALLERY, 8440-112 ST, TO 
JUN 14 Work based on a study of Winnipeg architecture, 

Info: 407-7152. 

WILD THINGS MUTICULTURAL CENTRE PUBLIC ART 
GALLERY, 5411-51 ST, STONY PLAIN, TOJUN 3 Paintings by 
James Trevelyan. 


DANCE 


CARMEN & BOLERO JUBILEE AUDITORIUM, 1145-87 AVE, 
MAY 12-13 Jean Grand-Maitre choreographs Alberta Ballet's 
final performance of the season. Doors at 7:30 p.m. Tickets 
and info: www.albertaballet.com. 
CHEREMOSH DANCE FESTIVAL ARDEN THEATRE, #5 ST. 
ANNE ST, ST, ALBERT, MAY 7-10 Ukrainian dance. Tickets at 
door. Info: www.ardentheatre.com. 

LIFE IS ACABARET NEW CITY, 10081 JASPER AVE, MAY 

4 Burlesque, belly dancers, comics and dancing. Doors at 


THEATRE 


ART ON ART TRANSALTA ARTS BARNS, 10330-84 AVE, MAY 
7-9Fusing theatre, visual art, dance, multimedia and music 
into an origional event. Doors at 8 and 9:30 p.m. Tickets: $18 
at door. Info:www. ures. 

BUDDY ROXY THEATRE, 10708-124 ST, TO MAY 24 Bradley 
Moss directs Darrin Hagen's tale of friendship and loyalty. 
Tickets and Info: 453-2440/www.theatrenetwork.ca. 


(stings Seemagazine.com 


DIRTY ROTTEN SCOUNDRELS MAYFIELD DINNER THE- 
ATRE, 16615-109 AVE,, TO JUN 28 Info: www.mayfieldtheatre. 
(a. Tickets; 483-405) 

DISNEY’S BEAUTY & THE BEAST STRATHCONA 
CHRISTIAN ACADEMY AUDITORIUM, 1011 CLOVERBAR RO. 
SHERWOOD PARK, MAY 12-15 Tickets through 464-7127. Info 
wwwSCAfineArts.com. 

HELLO, DOLLY! MACLAB CENTRE FOR THE PERFORMING 
ARTS, #1 ALEXANDRA PARK LEDUC, MAY 8-10 Leduc Drama 
Society presents Jerry Herman's classic Broadway musical. 


| Tickets: 986-9501. Info: www.leducdramasoclety.ca, 
LOVE THE THIRD SPACE, 11516-103 ST, TO MAY 10 Trevor 


| 





Schmidt directs Amber Borotsik, Natascha 
Girgis, and Rob van Meenen in Patricia 
Cornelius’ tale of love and addiction 
among a prostitute and her two 
pimps. Info: www.northernlight- 
theatre.com. 
NEVERMORE CATALYST THE- 
ATRE, 8529 GATEWAY BLVD, TO 
MAY 16 Writer/director Jonathan 
Christenson’s dark musical journey 
through the scandalous life and hal- 
lucinatory creative world of Edgar Allan 
Poe. Info: www.tixonthesquare.ca. 
SEXY GALS IN THE CITY JUBILATIONS DINNER THE- 
ATRE, #2553 WEM, 8882-170 ST, TOJUN 7 A spoof of the TV 
Series Sex in the City. Info: www,jubilations.ca or 484-2424. 
THE SHAPE OF THINGS HORIZON STAGE, 1001 CALAHOO 
RD. SPRUCE GROVE, TO MAY 9 Richard Winnick directs Justin 








| Deveau and Kathleen McDonald in Neil LaBute's edgy 


drama about a man who undergoes a metamorphosis at 
the hands of his new girlfriend. Tickets: 962-8995/www. 
horizonstage.com, 

VARIETY NIGHT UNITARIAN CHURCH OF EDMONTON, 
10804-119 ST, MAY 9 A fundraiser for Prosper Place 
Clubhouse. Doors at7 p.m. Tickets: $12 for members. $30 for 
others. Info: 426-7861. 

THE WIZARD OF OZ CITADEL THEATRE, 9828-I01A AVE., 


| TOMAY24 Bob Baker directs L. Frank Baum's classic tale of 


the adventures of Dorothy and Toto, Tickets: 425-1820, Info: 
citadeltheatre.com. 


COMEDY 


BEST OF EDMONTON COMIC STRIP. BOURBON STREET 


| (WEM) The best in Edmonton's comedy community. Every 


Tue. Info: www.thecomicstrip.ca/483-5999. 

BRYAN MCCREE LAUGH SHOP, #105 LONDONDERRY MALL, 
137 AVE & 66 ST, MAY 7-9 Info: www.thelaughshop.ca. 
FUNNIEST PERSON WITH A DAY JOB ROUND 3 COMIC 
STRIP, BOURBON STREET (WEM), MAY 12 Doors at 8 p.m. 
Info: www.thecomicstrip.ca/483-5999, 

HIT OR MISS MONDAYS COMIC STRIP, BOURBON STREET 
(WEM) Amateur comedy. Info: www.thecomicstrip. 
(a/483-5999, 

JACK WILLHITE COMEDY FACTORY, 408-3414 GATEWAY 
BLVD. MAY 7-9 Info: www.thecomedyfactory.com. 

KEVIN STOBO COMIC STRIP, BOURBON STREET (WEM), MAY 
13 Doors at 8 p.m. Info; www.thecomicstrip.ca/4B3-5999. 
LEWIS BLACK WINSPEAR CENTRE, 9720-102 AVE, MAY 13 
Doors at 8 p.m. 

LION'S HEAD PUB COMEDY NIGHT LION'S HEAD PUB, 
4404 GATEWAY BLVD. Professional and amateur comedians, 
No cover. Hosted by Lars Callieou every Sun at 9 p.m. 
STEVE WILSON COMIC STRIP. BOURBON STREET (WEM), 
TO MAY 10 Doors at 8 p.m. Info: www.thecomicstrip. 
(a/483-5999, 

TIM NUTT LAUGH SHOP, #1105 LONDONDERRY MALL, 137 
AVE& 66 ST, MAY 13-17 Info: www.thelaughshop.ca. 
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CHIMPROV VARSCONA THEATRE, 10329-83 AVE. Weekly 
improv show hosted by Rapid Fire Theatre. Every Sat except 
for last Sat of the month. Doors at 1] p.m. info: www. 
rapidfiretheatre.com 

DIE-NASTY VARSCONA THEATRE, 10329-83 AVE. An impro- 
vised soap opera directed by Dana Andersen. Every Mon at 8 
p.m. Info: www.die-nasty.com. 

PEOPLE IN PANTS IMPROV CARROT COMMUNITY ARTS 
COFFEEHOUSE, 9351-118 AVE. Weekly improv show first Thu 
of the month, Doors at 7:30 p.m. $5 at the door. 
THEATRESPORTS VARSCONA THEATRE, 10329-83 AVE 
Weekly improv show hosted by Rapid Fire Theatre. Every Fri 
Doors at 1] p.m. $10 at the door 
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Soulja Boy 

Day 'N' Nite 

Kid Cudi 


Crack A Bottle 
Eminem 


Dead And Gone 

T.I. Ft. Justin Timberlake 
Beautiful 
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I'm On A Boat 
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* What is the name of the first single from Asher Roth's new album? 
: EXPLICIT CONTENT 


e-mail the answer to win@see.greatwest.ca by 


sunday may 10, 2009 



















Enter for your chance to win'a copy of the new Asher Roth 
album ASLEEP IN THE BREAD ISLE} 
Available in stores and online now! 

“For full contest details go to seemagazine.com** 
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Welcome To The Self-Pleasuredome 





MY MESSY BEDROOM JOSEY VOGELS 
YOU'D THINK MASTURBATION 
WAS A SIMPLE PROCESS, BUT 
IT SURE PUZZLES MANY OF 
JOSEY'S READERS 





In honour of Masturbation Month, 
here's a sampling of some of your 
masturbatory inquiries... 


Dear Josey, 

What are the telltale signs that 
a woman has masturbated re- 
cently? My girlfriend catches me 
jerking off at times and she seems 
to accept it but I also suspect that 
she masturbates plenty. When I 
ask her, she says she doesn’t want 
to talk about it. How can I find 
out? 

Is My Girlfriend A Wanker? 


Dear IMGAW, 

I don’t know. Install cameras in her 
bedroom? Smell her fingers every 
time you see her? Inspect her va- 


gina for chafing? What I do want to 
know is why you need to know so 
badly whether she masturbates. She 
accepts that you masturbate. She is 
private about her own habits in that 
department. So be it. Big deal. Lurk- 
ing around trying to catch her in the 
act is hardly going to break down 
her inhibitions about it. Lay off her 
wanking habits and focus on making 
her feel sexually comfy with you and 
she may eventually let you in on her 
not-so-secret secret 


Dear Josey, 

Is masturbating often (three to 
four times a day) a problem? Will 
this have any long-term effect on 


suggest you cure yourself of this 
filthy habit by thinking about yucky 
things while you do it — bathing in 
a tub of worms, while eating sever- 
al of them, for example — to create 
an unpleasant association with the 
act. And we wonder where all these 
strange fetishes come from. 

I don’t know how much is too 
much. As far as I know, no one’s 
come up with a “normal” number 
of times to jerk off. Some would say 
you can never be too thin, too rich, 
or masturbate too much. Others 
might think once a week excessive. I 
wouldn't worry about it. There is no 
medical evidence that says mastur- 


bating too much will cause physical 


“There are some very rare psycho- 
logical disorders in which people 
masturbate almost constantly, but 
people who worry about mastur- 
bating too much are way more 


common.” 


Dear Josey, 

I’m a woman who has recently 
started masturbating and I was 
wondering if you could give me 
any tips. 

In Need Of A Hand 


Dear In Need, 

Masturbating technique, like hand- 
writing, is different for every gal. 
According to a Glamour poll, 59 per 





ACCORDING TO A GLAMOUR POLL, 59 PER CENT OF WOMEN USE THEIR HANDS, 
36 PER CENT USE VIBRATORS, AND FIVE PER CENT PREFER ANOTHER METHOD. 


my health? Should I see a doc- 
tor? 
Big Wanker 


Dear Big, 

Well, it might be a problem if you're 
Mormon. According to them, mas- 
turbation is something that “in the 
extreme leads to further sinning 
which separates a person from God, 


and defeats the gospel plan.” They 


harm. Rest assured you won't grow 

hair on your palms 
Psychologically, I suppose, 

could masturbate too much in the 


you 


same way that one could do anything 
to excess, be it drinking, working, 
or exercising. If it's wracking you 
with guilt or interfering with your 
life somehow, then you might need 
to think about why you're doing it. 
According to one doctor I spoke to, 


cent of women use their hands, 36 
use vibrators, and five per cent pre- 
fer another method. I remember 
one reader who told me she likes to 
balance herself on her ottoman, She 
rubs her clit on the corner of it and 
every so often she lifts her feet and 
hands of the ground and it gives her 
the feeling of flying when she comes. 
Wheeeeee 

Rubbing, stroking or pinching of 


the clitoris with One or more fingers 
or the palm of your hand can work. 
Some women find direct contact with 
the clitoris too intense, and prefer 
stimulation near or around the clito- 
ris. Others like a layer of clothing or 
some other fabric, like a pillowcase 
or your jammies (in fact, that’s how 
some of us got started) between the 
hand and clit. A dildo inserted once 
you're feeling frisky is a nice added 
touch. And a vibrator is always s good 
for a quickie. sar 

If they don’t make a toy that sat- 
isfies your needs, get creative. One 
woman explained to me they like 
suction but they don’t make many 
toys for women that use suction. She 
discovered the plastic bulb at the end 
of a turkey baster does the trick. 

A nice, relaxing candlelit bath is 
great opportunities to masturbate. 
The water offers built-in lubrication 
and you don’t even have to get up 
for clean-up. There are lots of wa- 
terproof sex toys — even a vibrating 
rubber duckie! If you own a pulsat- 
ing shower head, bonus. Otherwise, 
if you're flexible, you can also scooch 
yourself under the running faucet. 
Just be sure and lock the door. Noth- 
ing kills the mood like Junior walking 
in wondering what Mommy's doing 
to Mr. Rubber Duckie! 
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WWHLFAIILYEDUCATION.COM ACCORDING TO THE KINSEY REPORT, AN ESTIMATED ONE IN 10 TEENS !S GAY, BI, OR TRANSSEXUAL. bie, 3 





SEX + ADVICE | 1215 words 


SEX 


Treat Your Gay = Like pace Straicht Daughter 





SAVAGE LOVE DAN SAVAGE 

AFTER ALL, NO PARENT WOULD 
ALLOW A 14-YEAR-OLD GIRL TO 
SLEEPOVER WITH HER OLDER 
BOYFRIEND, RIGHT? 





My 14-year-old son just came out 
to me. He has a slightly older boy- 
friend, and they’re going to the 
school dance on Saturday night. I 
am adjusting to a truth I had long 
suspected. I am worried, though, 
that my son will get hurt. We live 
in the South — North Carolina — 
but our town has a gay commu- 
nity and an annual pride parade. 
When I asked him if the other 
students at school would be cool 
with him bringing a boy, he said, 
“Who cares?” Bullying is not a 
huge problem at his school. 

We have had the sex talk several 
times, but I have always assumed 
a hetero approach. I think my son 
is too young for sleepovers with 
his boyfriend, and I would really 
like him to wait a couple more 
years before he gets seriously sex- 
ually active, though I expect pet- 
ting and kissing are givens. Any 
advice? 

Still My Son 


Treat your son to some of that equal 
treatment we gay people are always 
going on about, SMS, and treat him 
just like you'd treat your 14-year-old 
straight kid. No responsible parent 
would allow his 14-year-old daughter 
—and that’s how you should think of 
him for now (more on that in a mo- 
ment) — to have sleepovers with her 
slightly older boyfriend, right? So no 
sleepovers for your gay kid. Remem- 
ber: You can be supportive and be 
his advocate without signing off on 
stuff you wouldn't sign off on for a 
straight child — indeed, it’s the best 
way to show your support. 

What else can you do? You can hoy- 
er, scrutinize, interfere — all the crap 
that parents typically do when their 
children begin to date. For instance, 
SMS, this boy your son is seeing? 
Have you met him? Meet him. How 
much older is he? Find out. Are they 
messing around? Ask them, Make 
Sure your son understands that he 
doesn’t have to engage in anal inter- 
course to be authentically gay, or all 
grown-up, or out. He can take things 
slow — he should take things slow. 
Encourage your son to date, to hold 
hands, to make out. And you should, 
as awkward as it's going to feel to say 
So aloud, encourage your son, when 
he does become sexually active, to 
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stick with mutual masturbation and 
oral sex for a good, long time — until 
he's sure he's ready for intercourse, 
not just anxious for it. 

Getting back to the daughter busi- 
ness: You should also regard your 
son, at least through his adolescence, 
as more of a daughter to you than a 
son. We tend to be more protective of 
our daughters — our straight daugh- 
ters — than we are of our sons. Why? 
A sexist desire to keep our daughters 
“pure”? That's a part of it, sure, but 
there’s also this: Men are pigs, and 
people on the receiving end of male 


who I’m with. He doesn't like to 
do the same things I do, and I'm 
beginning to think this is all one 
big mistake. The problem is every 
time I try to leave, it always gets 
ugly. Ugly to the point that he’s 
thrown my stuff in the front yard, 
broken things of mine, and even 
called me names. He's abusive. 
As sad as this sounds, and as ri- 
diculous as I feel, I want to make 
this work. I want us to be happy. 
And the thing is, I know that we 
can be. When we're mad, it's like 
World War III over here. But when 





TESTOSTERONE IS THE CRYSTAL METH OF HORMONES, 
AND MEN ARE MORE LIKELY TO BE ABUSIVE. 





sexual desire/attention are in more 
danger than people on the receiv- 
ing end of female sexual desire/at- 
tention. (In general — individual re- 
sults may vary.) Testosterone is the 
crystal meth of hormones, a badass 
drug, and men are more likely to be 
abusive and violent. The prevalence 
of HIV among gay men makes the 
stakes higher for your son. So don’t 
allow him to date anyone you don’t 
get to meet and approve of, and don't 
confuse “being supportive” with “let- 
ting him do whatever/whomever he 
wants.” Be active, be engaged, and 
never stop being his meddling, inter- 
fering, hypersuspicious dad 

Good luck, SMS. 
your son lucked out having you as 
a parent. 


It sounds like 


I've been seeing this guy for about 
two years in August. We've been 
living together for six months 
now, and it’s been REALLY 
bumpy. We fight a lot, I cry a lot, 
and it just gets really messy. To 
tell you the truth, I’m tired of it. 
I work two jobs, and I never get 
any time to myself because he’s 
moody and insecure. He always 
wants to know where I’m going or 


we're happy, it’s so blissful that I 
know in my heart with him is the 
only place I want to be. What can 
I do? People tell me it’s time to 
sever ties, but the people who usu- 
ally tell me this are the ones who 
can't stand him. How can I make 
a completely unbiased decision? 
Am I stupid for believing in a love 
that feels destined to fail? 

Hopelessly Devoted To Him 


This is not a relationship, HDTH, it's 
a hostage situation. He’s a control- 
ling, abusive piece of shit — listen’ to 
your fucking friends, HDTH. When 
your boyfriend breaks your shit, 
he's making an implicit threat: I can 
break your face just as easily as I’m 
breaking your shit, bitch, so don't 
even think about leaving me. And of 
course things are great when they're 
great — that's part of an abuser’s MO 


If abusers were abusive 24/7 —if they | 


weren't capable of doling out a little 
bliss now and then — no abusive re- 
lationship would last longer than one 
date. Like all abusers, he parcels out 
the good times, doping you up with 
a little bliss now and then, because 
he knows that these glimpses of how 
great things could be convince you 





















to stick around against your better 
judgment 

The bliss is a con, HDTH, a weap 
on that he uses against you, just as 
much a part of the cycle of abuse 
as his tantrums, fits, and threats of 
violence are, Think of the good times 
as rainbow sprinkles on a dogshit 
sundae — sprinkles or no sprinkles, 
you're still standing there with a bow] 
full of dogshit in your hands 

Get a couple of friends to come 
over when he's at work or out of 
town, box up your shit, and leave 
You can't change him. Go 


Apropos of nothing, Savage, you 
fucking suck ass. 
You And Your Column Both Suck 


Have | ever claimed otherwise? 

And apropos of nothing, YAYCBS, 
I'm totally grooving on Garfunkel 
& Oates right now (www.garfunke- 
landoates.com), and everyone has to 


check them out; Perez Hilton was ab 
solutely right about Miss California 
(she is a dumb bitch); Seattle-based 
artist Kim Graham (www.kimgraha 
mstudios.com) is getting centaur fe 
tishists halfway there; and I recently 
visited the University of Georgia in 
Athens, where the kids asked me 
to come up with a dirty meaning 
r “between the hedges,” which is 
their football stadium's nickname 
Off the top of my head, I said, “The 
boy in a girl-boy-girl three-way could 
be described as being between the 
hedges,” But upon further reflection, 
I think the term is a better descrip- 
tion of going down on a woman with 
a particularly hairy bush — and the 
tongue, not the boy/girl doing the 
tonguing, is “between the hedges.” 


Download the Savage Lovecast 
(my weekly podcast) every Tuesday 
at thestranger.com/savage 

mail @savagelove.net 








Chat with 100's of HOT naughty giris! 


FREE 


Calgary | 
403-313- -3311 
Other cities | 


1-877-834-4044 | 


Dial #DATE (#3283) cats cost 79¢/mint | 





tert “SCORE” to 96669 «i: 


ersonals 
get crazy, get serious, get social! 


The easiest and fastest way to 
meet new people in Edmonton 


Men Call 780.709.2993 | 
_Women Call: HO ACR SP RAs 
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382. Health 


Do you or anyone you know 
have Fibromyalgia, asthma, 
chronic pain or carpal tunnel? If 
so, please check out my websites 
www. ibeatfibro.maxtrax4u.com & 
www.howibeatfibro.com, or 
phone Giselle at 780-757-7557 
MAX GXL 
At the Super Flea market every 
Sat & Sun from 10 am-5 pm. 
Booth K43. Come check us out! 


130. Coming Events 


20TH ANNUAL Red Deer Moth- 
ers Day Antique Show & Sale, 
May 9 & 10. Saturday 10 - 6. 
Sunday 10 - 5. Westerner Expo- 
sition Grounds. Over 350 tables 


Canadiana fumiture &  col- 
lectibles. Carswell’s 
403-343-1614. 





APIRG sponsors Super T Train- 
ing tor Change. Workshops on 
adventure based leaming, train- 
ing tor social change. See 
http:/Arainingforchange.org/su- 
pert for more info or email 
ariel @ apirg.org 


190. Announcements 


Had Enough?t Cocaine Anony- 
mous (780) 425-2715 


POPOVICH PATIO DINNER 
theatre. Open June - Sept. Locat- 
ed at Red Deer. Call toll free 
1-888-856-9282 or visit www.Ri- 
chardandDeborah.com for sched- 
uling and tickets. Bus tours wel- 
come. 


200. Business/Invest. Oppor. 


DEALERSHIP OPPORTUNITY 
available with an established 
company. Recession-proof busi- 
ness. Water is a necessity. In- 
vestment solidly secured by in- 
ventory. Rapid retums. Great 
family business. Global Water 
Group 780-485-0911 





ENERGIZE YOUR INCOME! Dis- 
tribute hot selling energy drinks. 
Eam up to 10K/month. $11 billion 
industry. No selling, minimum in- 
vestment 19K. Areas going fast 
Free sample/information package 
1-800-267-2321 Peakdistribu- 


tors.com. 


00. Business/Invest. Oppor. 


EXIT THE rat race - CEO level 
income, work from home. Not 
MLM. Don't believe it? Don't call 


or visit. 1-800-679-7042 ext 
5842; www.wealthandabun- 
dance. biz 





FUN CANDY cash business. No 
selling! Many successful owners! 
Twenty + years in industry. Help 
us with breast cancer awareness. 


Invest from $4K. Free info: 
www.utumcanada.com. 
PROVINCE-WIDE classifieds 


Reach over 1 million readers 
weekly. Only $259. + GST 
(based on 25 words or less). Call 
this newspaper NOW for details. 


SEWING BUSINESS for sale. 
Work trom home, baby wear, Juki 
machines, cutting knife/table, fab- 
ric, patterns, thread, catalogue, 
all stock (approx. $8000.) Total 
$20,000. Email: ssbridgy@te- 
lus.net 





TAKE CONTROL of your working 
life! Join a world renowned fran- 
chise network. Low investment 
For more information visit 
www.chemdry.ca or call toll free 
1-888-CHEMDRY 
(1-888-243-6379). 


t Education/Training 


16 WEEKS to Millwright - 1st 
year! Gain experience in lathes, 
milling machines, grinders. Write 
apprenticeship exam. Fairview 
College Campus, Grande Prairie, 
Alberta. 1-888-999-7882; 
www.gpre.ab.ca/fairview. 





HEAVY EQUIPMENT Operator 
Training. Monthly courses begin 
March 9. Dozer, grader, excava- 
tor, loader, scraper, rock truck. 
Tuition is $9700. Practicum 
Training Institute 306-955-0079; 
www.practicumtraininginsti- 
tute.ca. Email: pti@sasktel.net. 





MASSAGE CAREER. Train at 
our highly regarded, progressive 
school and graduate with confi- 
dence! Excellence in education, 
guaranteed! 403-346-1018, 
















you realize your dreams. 






628-5844 


Serious inquiries only 


MILLIONAIRE SEEKS LADY 


Tired of the daily grind? . 
Want to enjoy and experience life? 


Successful young businessman 
seeks an open-minded lady 
for friendship & companionship. 


Will take care of you financiall 
spoil & pamper you and help 


Please leave a detailed 
and descriptive message 


Interests: diningiwine, moviestheatre, 
sports (golf, tennis), activities 
(hiking, biking, camping) 
and exotic travel 
Must be: 18+, single, non-smokér, 
slim/athletic build, open-minded 
& anice person 
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410. Education/Training 


MEDICAL TRANSCRIPTION 
Training. Learn from home or on- 
site! Work from home or on-site! 
Financing may be available. Con- 
tact CanScribe today for free in- 
formation. 1-800-466-1535 or in- 
fo@canscribe.com. 


1005. Help Wanted 


CAPITAL TATTOO 


Experienced artist WANTED. 
Apply in person with portfolio. 


Our reputable shop/studio has 
been around for 8 years, Great 
total team environment 


Great hours 12 - 6pm. 
Competitive pay. 


Phone: (780) 465-6611 
7240-101 Ave 


www.capitaltattoo.ca 


1050. Restaurant/Hotel 


NOW HIRING Executive Chet 
-beautiful Mediterranean Bistro & 
Bar Run your own kitchen, Expe- 
rienced. Protessional and good 
sense of humour req, Avail. 
immed. Competitive salary & 
benefits Call Jenny @ 
780-424-9224 





NOW HIRING Line Cook 
-beautiful Mediterranean Bistro & 
Bar Competitive salary & benefits 
Call Jenny @ 780-424-9224 


1060. Hair/Beauty 


TATTOO ARTIST AND/OR 
BODY PIERCER 

Want to run your own show? 
Twisted Banana Hair Studios 
wants you to join us! We have a 
private room for rent within our 
funky- fresh, urban-styled salon 
intSherwood Park. (large clien- 
tele with money to burn). Rent in- 
cludes, receptionist/assistant, 
lunch room and bathroom fa- 
cilities, utilities, cupboards and 
sink already installed. $1500.00 
per month (negotiable). Please 
contact Lana at (780)464-2883 


1400. 


DRIVERS: Journeyman Boom 
Truck operators, Competitive 
wages/benefits! Must have Class 
1 licence. Submit resume: 
hrdept@breckels,com or fax 
780-826-4152 


1500. Help Wanted — Alta. 


ARNETT & BURGESS Oilfield 
Construction is seeking a Pipe- 
line Integrity Foreman. Experi- 
ence with: tracking tools, and 
managing correlation and verifi- 
cation dig programs. Send re- 
sume: grahamhunt@abpipelin- 
ers.com. Fax 403-265-0922. 


Drivers 





ATTENTION! Work from home 
online with Herbalife Intemation- 
al. Part/full-time positions 
available in your area. Call Val 
1-888-819-4048. 





EQUIPMENT RENTAL company 
situated in NE Alberta is seeking 
a reliable individual with excellent 
customer skills, good knowledge 
of equipment, clean driving 
record. Apply: ren- 
ta!.2009 @live.com. 





HAVE FUN making money as an 
actor, actress or film extra on 
Calgary movie sets. All ages re- 
quired. 403-521-0077. 


INTERESTED IN the Community 
Newspaper business? Alberta's 
weekly newspapers are looking 
for people like you. Post your re- 
sume online. FREE. Visit: 
Wo We Wie, Te IW Ss: 
na.com/resumes_add.php. 





ITS NOT JUST for guys! Check 
out over 50 trades - 7 weeks in- 
struction, 12 weeks work place- 
ment in chosen trade. Fairview 
College Campus, Fairview, Alber- 
fa. 1-888-999-7882; 
www.gprc.ab.ca/fairview, 


LESS THAN a year to a new ca- 
reer! Heavy duty or automotive 
mechanic program. Fairview Col- 
lege Campus. 1st year appren- 
ticeship exam in 32 weeks. On- 
campus residences. 
1-888-999-7882; 
www.gpre.ab.ca/fairview. 





1500. Help Wanted — Alta. 


LOOKING FOR Municipal and 
Highway paving Superintendents 
and Foremen. For details, see 
www.knelsen.com. Send resume 
to: bemardw@knelsen.com or 
fax 780-928-3656. 





NEED A PHONE? Cheap phone 
reconnect with long distance, 
calling features and _intemet. 
Guaranteed low rates. Fast con- 
nections - No refusals. Phone 
Factory Reconnect 
1-877-336-2274; www.phonefac- 
tory.ca. 


OUR LARGE FARM Team needs 
a mechanic/operator to help re- 
pair, maintain and operate large 
farm equipment. Farm experi- 
ence required, Class 1A an as- 
set. Please send resume to fax 
306-778-3938 or email: amber- 
field @ sasktel.net. 


PHONE DISCONNECTED? We 
now offer free hook-up. Everyone 
approved. No deposit, no credit 
check. Call today. 
1-877-852-1122. Protel Recon- 
nect 





PIANO TEACHERS or adult pia- 
nists need to teach Music for 
Young Children® a comprehen- 
sive keyboard-based program for 
ages 3 - 10, 1-866-244-9008; 
j.causgrove@myc.com for train- 
ing details; www.myc.com. 


REMOVE YOUR RECORD: A 
criminal record can follow you for 
life. Only Pardon Services Cana- 
da has 20 years experience. 
Guaranteeing record removal. 
Call 1-8-NOW-PARDON 
(1-866-972-7366); | www.Remo- 
veYourRecord.com. 








SMYL MOTORS requires experi- 
enced parts person for GM deal- 
ership. Excellent company bene- 
fits and negotiable wages. Please 


apply to John Warholik at 
780-645-4414 or 
1-800-522-4105. Fax 
780-645-3564. Email: smylmo- 


tors@gm.ca. 


SMYL RV requires technician for 
dealership. Experience an asset, 
but willing to train. Excellent com- 
pany benefits, negotiable wages. 
Please apply to John Yakimec. 
780-645-3035; 1-800-522-4105. 
Fax 780-645-3502. Email: jyaki- 
mec @smylmotors.com. 





WE ARE SEEKING Two Masters 
Level Marriage & Family Coun- 
sellors (social work, psychology, 
therapist) in Red Deer, Alberta. 
Check our website: www.shalom- 
counselling.com for details. 





YOU'RE A CARING Person. So 
why not make a difference as a 
health care aide. Enjoy flexible 
hours, true job satisfaction and 


team environment. Visit care- 
work.ca. 
1600. Volunteers Wanted 


Brain Neurobiology Research 
Program at U of A Hospital is 
seeking healthy and depressed 
subjects (not currently undergo- 
ing treatment) for various stud- 
ies. Reimbursement for expenses 
provided. Call 780-407-3906 for 
more information. 





Brain Neurobiology Research 
Program at U of A Hospital is 
seeking healthy and depressed 
subjects (not currently taking an- 
tidepressants) for various stud- 
ies, Reimbursement for expenses 
provided. Call 407-3221 (de- 
pressed only), 407-3906 (healthy 
or depressed), or 407-3775 (fe- 
male healthy or depressed, in- 
cluding pregnant and just 
delivered) for more information. 


Edmonton Bicycle Commuters 
(EBC) operates a bicycle repair 
facility and participates in com- 
munity events. If you are inter- 
ested in helping our organization 
create a healthier & bicycle 
friendlier city please consider vol- 
unteering. We are looking for 
people to help at the shop (we 
can provide training but if you 
have experience -great!) or with 
many other tasks. please contact: 
into@edmontonbikes.ca 


The Underwear Affair needs your 
help Sat. June 20th!t See [ 
http/www.uncoverthecure.org/ 
Peveuuncovertnecdie org for de- 





1600. Volunteers Wanted 


Explore the World of Volunteer- 
ing at The Intemational 
Children’s Festival. The Interna- 
tional Children’s Festival (May 
26-30) in St. Albert needs your 
help! Each year more than 650 
dedicated and enthusiastic volun- 
teers make The Festival possible. 
Donate your time and help bring 
this magical event to life for thou- 
sands of children. Volunteer po- 
sitions are available to suit indi- 
vidual talents and interests. 

Roles at The Festival include 
face painters, site activity assist- 
ants, ushers, hospitality assist- 
ants and more. As a volunteer, 
you will make a difference in the 
life of child, contribute to the 
community spirit, meet new 
friends, learn new skills and bring 
smiles to thousands of faces, All 
volunteers should attend the Fes- 
tival Volunteer Orientation to 
learn more about The Festival 
and the role they'll play. 


Volunteer Orientation: 
Wednesday, May 6, 7 p.m. 

The Arden Theater 

5 St. Anne Street 

St, Albert, Alberta 

t 

To register or for a complete list 
of Festival volunteer opportu- 
nities, call the volunteer informa- 
tion line at 780-459-1698 or visit 
www.childfest.com. All volunteers 
must be at least 12 years of age 
and willing to commit to at least 
three shifts. Anyone interested in 
volunteering is asked to register 
by May 18. Now in its 28th year, 
the Northern Alberta International 
Children's Festival continues to 
inspire and ignite the imagina- 
tions of the young and young at 
heart. This years theme “Explore 
the World" will allow children to 
explore the cultures and arts oft 
Brazil, Peru, Mexico, Africa, the 
United States and different parts 
of Canada. 





Volunteer at this summer's Free- 
will Shakespeare Festival from 
June 30 to July 26! All kinds of 
help needed! Call 780-425-8086 
for details. 


VOLUNTEER WITH YOUR PET! 
To learn more visit www.chimop- 
roject.ca. 








World Partnership Walk 
(www.worldpartnershipwalk.com) 
Click on Walk City - Edmonton 


Date: Sunday, May 31, 2009 
Time: 10:30 am 
Location: Legislature Grounds 


Duties of a Volunteer; see web- 
site 
Number of Hours: see website 


Contact Person: Naz Hasham, 
Volunteer Coordinator, 720-8170 


1700. Employment Wanted 


CAREGIVERS/NANNIES with 7 
months training and/or one year 
experience are looking for live-in 
employment with elderly, 
disabled or families needing child 
care. 780-709-0005. 


2001. Acting Classes 


AUDITIONHELL - Renowned film 
and TV acting weekend work- 
shop with producer and actor Pe- 
ter Skagen. Calgary: May 8, 9 
and 20. $300. Call 
403-807-1960 or register at 
www. auditionhell.com 


Los Angeles director,Tom 
Logan, Edmonton May 29, 30, 
31, 2009. Acting for Film and TV 
Workshops. Don't miss out learn- 
ing from the BEST! Call and book 
your spot in the class today! 
(780) 975-7022 


2005. Artist to Artist 


DRAMAWORKS & ARTSTREK 
Theatre workshops for adults & 
teens.t July 2009, 780-422-8162 
www.theatrealberta.com 


2010. Musicians Available 


Bass Player Available. 
t_rex_audio@shaw.ca 





Drummer with lead vocals. Ry- 
thym guitar and harmony. Coun- 
try, rock, blues, classic rock, 
780-398-3982 


2020. Musicians Wanted 


3 piece rock band looking for 30+ 
male vocalist/rhythm guitar. Con- 
tact 477-3708. 


2020. Musicians Wanted 


Bassist needed for originaV/cover 
rock band. looking for someone 
to complete our quartet. backing 
vocals an asset but not a must. 
serious inquiries only. Contact 
maddrumma69 @ hotmail.com 





Drummer and Bassist required 
for blues project. Influences R.L. 
Burnside, T-Model Ford and 
HowlIn’ Wolf. Contact: Robin 
tdub @shaw.ca 


GottaGrooveGradgeBand wants 
you to come and rock the blues. 
Jammin with more to come Ph 
436 1127 


LEAD guitarist needed for Death 
/Black Metal band. Must have pro 
gear, be willing to tour and be 
18+. Call 780-691-6915. 


Looking for jazz-oriented musi- 
cians for a new project.t 
Flexibility and professionalism a 
must. As a starting point, check 
out[http://www.mysace.com/sec- 
ondworld2] www.myspe.com/sec- 
ondworld2 .t Send e-mail to 
ezastre1 @shaw.ca 











Looking to form a Celtic band. 
East folk band. Must be willing to 
play in Calgary. Call Tony 
@(780)484-6806 





“My name is Will Belcourt. |ama 
rock based Singer/Songwrit- 
er/Guitar Player. | am looking tor 
a bass player, drummer and key- 
board player and two backup 
singers for showcase gigs this 
summer. All the gigs pay which 
include Capital Ex/Canada 
Day/Starlit Room/some festivals. 
New CD will be dropping on June 
20 and | will be appearing on 
television shows and shooting a 
music video as well. | am 
looking for great players with 
heart and soul and experience 
on stage tor future collaboration. 
Festivals and touring on the hori- 
zon. All races, genders, and ages 
more than welcome. Phone 
780.720.8872 and ask for Will" 


PR people inc. seeking experi- 
enced guitarists for an exciting 
and unique electric dueling per- 
formance.t Auditions to be held, 
opportunity / exposure available. 
Please contact Amanda for de- 
tails, 780-953-6490. 








Rhythm guitar player/singer look- 
ing for bass player, drummer to 
start writing original music and 
also playing cover songs. Call 
Mark at 780-777-1188 





Semi pro cover band needs 
drummer. Top 40. Serious need 
only apply. Leave a message 
@(587)785-5655 


Slash Wanted for GNR tribute, 
email to: 
t_rex_audio@shaw.ca 
780-265-4493 


Solo artists needs two female 
back up singers. 6 day orienta- 
tion. Recording, high profile 
tours. Strong mental prep an as- 
set. Must like the color black. 
Please call Aurel at 
403-669-2669 


STARTING instrumental band, in 
need of second guitarist, bass, 
and drums in 30's. Blues, fusion, 
rock, or anything. Possible vocals 
in future. Original and covers. 
email: ibbrf@yahoo.com 


Stop & Shop istMay 22-24tat the 
Alberta Avaition Museum. Stop & 
Shop is a cool, funky, vibrant 
event that embraces the art of 
handcrafted goods. But with any 
great event we need great enter- 
tainment.t Stop & Shop is look- 
ing for musicians, duets, small 
bands of any flavor and genera( 
is this how you spell it) to perform 
on our main stage.t Great pro- 
motion, tons of fun, opportunity 
for CD sales.t Please contact 
Ally (780) 913-2101 or 

msallyng@ gmail.com } 














The Loudhailers Seeking Piano 
for Rock n Roll Rhythm n Blues 
originals www.myspace.com/the- 
loudhailers shows booked, re- 
cording constantly 
theloudhailers @ gmail.com 





WANTED - Lead guitarist needed 
for semi-serious Edmonton-based 
indie pop/rock band.+ Backup vo- 
cals an asset.t Must be 18+ and 
available most weekends.tMust 
have own quality gear.tJoel: 
joel.franch @ gmail.com 


020. TSE SAE 


Young female singer wanted for 
country rock band. 466-5513 


2200. Massage Therapy 


HEALING TOUCH MASSAGE 
Relaxing and deeply nourishing. 
Whyte Avenue Area. Non sexual. 
7 days. Almasta 780-405-8765 


IF YOU'RE TIRED OF 
INEFFICIENT THERAPY. 
Therapeutic Massage. Heidi 
By appointment only 
1-780-868-6139 (Edmonton) 





Transformational Massage, 
Tantra Massage, Sexological 
Bodywork, Health Coach with a 
23 year experienced licensed 
therapist. Janet Lee 
780-633-6623 ~~" 
www.secretsoftantra.com 


3010. Auctions 


ABSOLUTE LOGGING Equip- 
ment Auction. Selling for the 
Bank. Late model logging/con- 
struction equipment, 60+ pieces; 
May 14, 2009, 10 a.m, Iron Horse 
Auction, NCAL3936. Toll free 
1-800-997-2248 or visit: 
www.ironhorseauction.com. 


CALGARY COLLECTOR Car 
Auction, Grey Eagle Casino, 
June 5, 6 & 7. Consign your col- 
lector today. Over 1.5 million sold 
in 2008. Call 403-396-0304. 
www.TheElectricGarage.com. 








THINKING AUCTION! Guarantee 
your results with Ritchie Bros. 
Auctioneers, Whether it's equip- 
ment, real estate, livestock or a 
complete farm dispersal. Contact 


us today! 1-800-491-4494 or 
rbauction.com. 
3210. Misc. For Sale 


2 YEAR OLD Colorado Blue 
Spruce, 35cm, $1.49/each (180 
for $268.20, free shipping). Also 
Pines, Hybrid Poplars, Willows, 
etc. Alberta grown, Alberta seed. 
1-866-873-3846; www.tree- 
time.ca 


24 PERSON 6 unit 2006 drill 
camp with support unit. Individual 
unit 12 X 54, overall camp 72 X 
54, 780-443-2255 








$38.95 HOME phone service - 
Reconnect your home phone! No 
one refused - $38.95 monthly - 


$18.95 one time activation - 
$18.95 unlimited long distance. 
Call Choice Tel now! 
1-888-333-1405; www.choice- 
tel.ca. 





A FREE Telephone Service - Get 
your first month free. Bad credit, 
don't sweat it. No deposits. No 
credit checks. Call Freedom 
Phone Lines today. Toll free 
1-866-884-7464. 


AFFORDABLE PHONE recon- 
nection. Bad credit - no problem! 
Call Tembo Telecom and ask 
about our new customer special. 
Sign up online and save $20. 
1-877-266-6398; www.tembo.ca_ 


ALL NEW QUEEN orthopedic pil- 
lowtop mattress set. New in plas- 
tic. Cost $1,100. sacrifice $375. 
King $650. Can deliver. 
780-919-5285. 


BUILDING SALE! “Unprecedent- 
ed low prices". Reduced depos- 
its. Flexible delivery. 25X30 
$5,990. 30X40 $8,990. 35X50 
$10,800. 40X60 $13,990. 
50X100 $27,900. Others! 
1-800-668-5422. Pioneer Steel 
Manufacturers, since 1980. 


FUTURE STEEL Buildings. 
Durable, dependable, pre-engi- 
neered, all-steel structures. Cus- 
tom-made to suit your needs and 
requirements, Factory-direct af- 
fordable Prices. Call 
1-800-668-8653 ext. 170 for free 
brochure. 


H & H TRAILER SALE. Bow Val- 
ley Ford, Canmore, Alberta. 
Thousands in discounts. Clearing 
the lot. Cargos, flatbeds, car 





haulers, goosenecks, much 
more! 1-800-403-0084 ext. 257 
or alan_way @bowvalley- 


ford.com. Don't delay! 


METAL SIDING/ROOFING, Best 
prices! 36” Hi-TenToughrib 29ga. 
Galvalume $.65 sq. ft. Colours 
$.79 sq. ft. IN STOCK. 25/30 
year warranty. ALTA-WIDE Build- 
ers Supplies 1-888-263-8254. 
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cya Misc. For Sale 


SAWMILLS FROM only 
$3,495.00 - Convert your logs to 
valuable lumber with your own 
Norwood portable band sawmill 
Log skidders also available. 
www.norwoodsawmills.ca/400T ~- 
Free Information 1-800-566-6899 
ext. 4000T. 


WHY BUY OUT of province? 
Save the freight with» Alberta- 
based Integrity Post Structures. 
Arenas, shops, barns, machine 
sheds. See our projects: Inte- 
grityPostStructures.com 
1-866-974-POST (7678). 


3240. Travel/Trade 


TIMESHARE FORECLOSURES 
- Save 60-80% off retail! Best Re- 
sorts & Seasons! Throughout 
Canada, U.S., Caribbean and 
more! Call for free catalogue to- 
day! 1-800-731-8046; www.holi- 
daygroup.com/sc. 


3300. Lawn/Garden/Green. 


J & C WHOLESALE Trees: 4’ to 
6’ white spruce and lodgepole 
pine trees for $35./each planted. 
Other sizes available. Contact 
John at 403-305-3679, 


3400. Pets & Supplies 


BOUVIER FLANDRES PUPPIES 
from working parents. Excellent 
predator control. Male and fe- 
males available. Brindles, no pa- 
pers. Call 403-653-4747. 


4040. TES Ol 


PONY CLUB - Fun riding oppor- 
tunities for ages 6 - 25. Riding 
starts May, with qualified instruc- 
tors, For Calgary, Lethbridge and 








5800. Manuf. Homes - Sale 


SAVE $20,000. 1540 sq. ft. 
modular home includes delivery 
to your site within 100 miles. This 
home has to go. Call Alberta 
Custom Homes 1-800-347-5590. 





WE NEED YOUR TRADE! Guar- 
anteed best trade value - Inven- 
tory Clearance. New from 
$64,850. Used from $14,000. 
Economy Homes & Cottages 
1-800-689-6953, Check out our 
new website www.econocottag- 
es.com. 


6100. Cars 


#1 IN CREDIT Rebuilding. Need 
a car, truck, van or SUV? Auto 
credit fast. Bad credit! No credit! 
Bankruptcy! Repossession! No 
problem. Call today and drive 
away. Call Stephanie 
1-877-792-0599, Free delivery 
anywhere www.autocredit- 
fast.ca. 





BANKRUPT? BAD CREDIT? Call 
us! All makes and models. Pro- 
fessional credit rebuilders. Call 
1-866-476-1938, Cavalcade Auto 
Acceptance Corp., serving Alber- 
ta for 16 years. 





BOW VALLEY FORD Canmore, 
Alberta. Used 08 F250 Supercab 
FX4, 80 km was $62,279., now 
$42,900. Used 08 F250 Super- 
cab XLT, 217 km, was $57,454., 
now $38,900. Used 08 Explorer 
LTD, 18,202 km, was $60,744., 
now $45,900. Used Edge Ltd. 
AWD, 15,824 km, was $45,824., 
now $30,900. Call 403-678-6200 
Sales now! 


7245. Misc. Services 


DEBT STRESS? Consolidate 
and lower payments by 30 - 40% 
End those phone calls and the 
worry. Avoid bankruptcy. Contact 
us for a no-cost consultation. On- 
line: www.mydebtsolution.com or 
toll free 1-877-556-3500. 


9005. Personals 


ARE YOU LOSING a loved one 
to addiction? Efficient and af- 
fordable drug rehabilitation pro- 
gram. Immediate help available 





No waiting list Call 
1-877-782-7409 or visit 
Www.narconon.ca, 

DATING SERVICE Long- 
term/short-term relationships, 


free calls! 1-877-297-9883. Ex- 
change voice messages, voice 
mailboxes 1-888-534-6984. Live 
adult casual conversations - 1 on 
1 - 1-866-311-9640, Meet on 
chat-lines. Local single ladies 
1-877-804-5381 (18+). 


HE THAT DEVOTES any time of 
the Sabbath to worldly business 
is a worse thief than he who robs 
on a highway; for one does rob 
man, but the other robs God. By 
Thomas Watson. For more infor- 
mation Canadian Lord’s Day As- 





sociation, Box 1369, Picture 
Butte, AB, TOK 1VO. 
9420. Adult Services 


Brown Sugars 
6817-104St, 780-430-9112 
THE ORIGINAL 


#1 For Black Girls! 
20yrs experience 





www.brownsugars.ca 





ASTROLOGY ‘MAY 7-13 - BY THE KID 


TAURUS (April20 -May20) 


You know, back in the day, the 
Bullgod used to be the numero 


uno divinity. People prayed 


to the power of procreation 


and pastoral plentitude it 


symbolically portrayed. Well, 
the sooner you remember you 
have the same power too, the 
sooner that power will start 


working for you! 


GEMINI (May21-June20) 


Gee whillikers Gemini, you've 
been over-thinking so much 


that your emotions are 
withering and your heart'll 


soon need a crutch. This week, 
look for ways to let your heart 
absorb some emotional rays. 


VIRGO (Aug. 23- Sept. 22) 

In times of trouble, turmoil 'n’ 
stress, we learn to adapt and 
do more with less. That's ‘cause 
economic restrictions tend 

to ease the ones imposed by 
philosophies, allowing ideas 

to blow free in the breeze. 

This weekend, necessity will 
mother your inventions and the 
Cosmos'll feed them if they're 
born of good intentions! 


LIBRA (Sept.23-Oct.22) 

The world's receiving a lesson 
that’s perfectly clear about 
fundamentalism’s effect of 
wanting all to adhere to the set 
of ideas it holds close and dear. 
Now, you may be right and 





CRUISIN’ THE COSMOS 


CAPRICORN (pec. 22- Jan.19) 


Before you think all hope is 


gone, remember it’s a marathon. 
When it comes your standings, 
you shouldn't care — think of the 
story of the tortoise 'n’ hare. Your 
heart's in the right place and as 
long as you keep up this pace, 
you'll have no problem winning 


the race! 


AQUARIUS (ian. 20-Feb.18) 


This week it'll be like nuclear 


fission has occurred in the atoms 


that make up your ambition. 


That's ‘cause whatever was 


holding you back has cracked 

'n’ split and now you're ready to 
get on with it. There's no need to 
hold onto the past ‘cause soon 


It's good to feel love, hate, joy for your ideas willing to fight, you'll really be having a blast! 





Brooks, Jill 403-938-4112, Ed- 


monton, 780-349-6193. Central 
Alberta, 403-347-4948. 


4310. Grain/Feed/Hay 


HEATED CANOLA & FLAX buy- 
ing green or damaged oilseeds. 
Buying oats, barley, wheat & 
peas for feed. “On farm pick-up” 
Westcan Feed and Grain 
1-877-250-5252, 


5003. Real Estate Misc. 


LAKE LOTS for sale. Experience 
the beauty of the land between 
the lakes, Lake front property on 
Poitras Lake. 500 yards from Lac 
Sante to your backyard. Good 
boating and fishing. 1 1/2 hours 
N.E. from Edmonton. Evenings 
780-645-2398. 


MORTGAGES. Interest rates 
low. Refinance to 95% LTV and 
save money. Pay debt, renovate 
or you decide. Call Jason 
1-877-568-0929, Alberta Home 
Loans. 


OWN YOUR OWN ranch in Al- 
berta's wild rose country. 80 
acres 1/2 mile X 1/4 mile in size. 
3 1/2 miles from good fishing, 
hunting. Lots of room to ride your 
horse or quad: $995./acre. Even- 
ings 780-645-2398. 


800. Manuf. Homes - Sale 


2008 LIBERTY HOME. 3 Bdrm 2 
Bth 1176 sq. ft. asking $84,900. 
403-396-2706. 


2008 MODELS priced to sell. 16, 
18 and 20 wides from $79,900. 
Best priced homes in Alberta. A1 
Homes Red Deer, 
1-877-303-2244. Local 
403-314-2244, 


$95,675., 1216 SQ. FT. Applianc- 
es, free delivery to 100 miles, 
blocking & leveling, $5700. option 
Package sacrifice pricing. Jandel 
Homes 1-800-463-0084; 
www.jandelhomes.com. 


LAKE COTTAGES, 16’ and 20’ 
wides Modulars. All on sale. Best 
Buy Homes. Our name says it all. 
Airdrie 1-877-275-5555. Red 
Deer 1-877-396-5564, 


LIQUIDATION SALE! All 2008 
stock must go - 2009 coming! Ex- 
ample: SRI 20' X 80’, 3 bedroom, 
2 bath. Well optioned. Was 
$128,900. Liquidation _ price: 
$113,900. Prices will never be 
lower - hurry call now! Dynamic 
Homes, 1-877-341-4422; 
www.dynamicmodular.com, 


RECESSION SALE on now! 16' 
wides start at $82,000. 20' wides 
at $86,700. All 2008 showhomes 
Priced to sell. Order now for 
spring delivery. Call or visit 
Homes in Morinville, 
584 or 
1-866-962-0238. 








a 








NEED A VEHICLE? Need cash? 
Up to $6000. cash back! Guaran- 
teed approvals! Over 400 vehi- 
cles to choose from. Call Will or 
Ashley today! 1-888-289-8935, 





SAVE UP TO $400. on your car 
insurance. Clean driving record? 
Call Grey Power today at 
1-866-428-0890 for a no-obliga- 
tion quote. Open weekends. 


6300. Motorcycles 


TWO WHEELIN' EXCITEMENT! 
Motorcycle Mechanic Program, 
Fairview College Campus, Alber- 
ta. Hands-on training for street, 
off-road, dual sport bikes. Write 
1st year Apprenticeship exam. 
Sey S BEB -) 9599) - 7:18.82 > 
www.gprc.ab.ca/fairview. 


6400. Recreational Vehicles 


ENTIRE REMAINING Fleetwood 
Inventory purchased by Woody's. 
Factory fresh all 2009's! Terra, 
Fiesta, Southwind, Bounder, Ex- 
cursion, Revolution, Providence. 
Gas & diesel models. Over 100 
motorhomes arriving dally: Mas- 
sive savings! Visit today. 
Woody's RV World. Edmonton - 
Red Deer - Calgary. www.woo- 
dysrv.com. 


7205. Psychics 


LOVE! Money! Life! #1 Psychics! 
1-877-478-4410. Credit cards/de- 
posit $3.19/minute. 18+. 
1-900-783-3800; www.mystical- 
connections.ca. 


7245. Misc. Services 


A CRIMINAL RECORD? Have 
trouble getting a job or travelling 
to the U.S.? We'll clear your 
name. Better Business Bureau 
Certified. Pardon’s/Waivers. Toll 
free 1-800-507-8043; www.par- 
dongranted.ca. 


CLEAN DRIVING RECORD? 
Grey Power could save you up to 
$400. on your car insurance. Call 
1-888-623-5050 for a no-obliga- 
tion quote. Open weekends, 


CRIMINAL RECORD? Think: Ca- 
nadian pardon. U.S. travel waiv- 
er, (24 hour record check). Di- 
vorce? Simple. Fast. Inexpen- 
sive, Debt recovery? Alberta col- 
lection to $25,000. Calgary 
403-228-1300/1-800-347-2540 


DEBT CONSOLIDATION pro- 
gram. Helping Canadians repay 
debts, reduce or eliminate inter- 
est, regardless of your credit. 
Steady income? You may qualify 
for instant help. Considering 
bankruptcy? Call 
1-877-220-3328. Free consulta- 
tion, government approved, BBB 
member. 
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9160. Adult Personals i 


Mobile pay, text 
“VIBE” to 28423 |= 
2ominsass [5 


Calgary 


~ 403-770-0797 








All HOT LIVE Girls! 
1-900-451-6900 $25/call 
Free to call. 18+ 
1-877-268-8585 


Adult Massage 


A eenennewenenseneereneneeses 


Christy's outgoing massage. 
Hot German Blonde, can travel. 
Fluent in German. Call any 
time. 964-7361 


Ste bent ee neeaeretenaeanaeenenenaeenees 


Swedish Touch 
10123 150th Street 
780-486-1665 
Daily specials 
$180.00 all inclusive 
New walk in specials!!! 
















Venus Spa 
New Owner/Exotic Beauties 
Affordable Rates 
1048 163rd Street 10 am- 11 pm 
780-444-2118 


9410. Adult Entertainment 


HIRING EXOTIC DANCERS. 
No experience necessary. Free 
accommodation, travel costs. 
Base weekly pay. Two week 
bookings. Call (780) 938-0418 
or blueoasis @ shaw.ca 





ALL MALE. LOCAL CHAT. 
CALL FREE: code 2315 








and sadness, it’s not letting 


yourself feel 'em that leads to 


serious badness! 


CANCER (june21-July22) 
Good news, crab-cakes! 
This week will serve as an 


affirmation of your ideation 
that love is the solution to our 


evolution and the troubles 


we're facing. It could appear on 
a level that's cosmic or personal 
but the proof will be clear — 
love ain't a bunch o' hippie- 


dippie bull! 


LEO (July 23-Aug.22) 


The Cosmos gives while it takes 
away, so there'll always be a 
price to pay when things really 
start to go your way. Like a 10 
per cent tithe though, it ain't 
all that steep and 90% is what 
you still get to keep. Instead 

of worrying about feeling the 
sting, think of the goodies this 


down-payment will bring! 


but the difference between 
defending and attacking is day 
and night. Unless you're under 
direct threat, don't bother 
breaking a sweat! 


SCORPIO (0ct. 23 -Nov.21) 

You can be deeply affected by 
your environment ‘cause water 
signs resonate and sometimes, 
frankly, it ain't all that great. 
Like when you're stuck in a pool 
of stagnation and start to lack 
inspiration. This week, you'll 
swim in the energy of someone 
who makes you feel free to be 
what you wanna be! 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov.22- Dec.21) 
The trouble with being the 
King or Queen o' the Hill is 
that, even when they see your 
supremacy, contenders come 
at you still. Like the quickest 
draw in the west, you won't 
get no rest while you're the 
best. This week, don't let down 
your guard. The competition's 
playing for keeps — and playing 
hard! 


PISCES (Feb 19-March 20) 


If you wanna make an omelet, 
you've gotta break a few eggs 
— even if it gives you indigestion 


to know you're one of the 
eggs in question. This week 


try something exotic 'n' weird, 
especially if it was previously 


feared. You'll find when you 


break out of your shell that 


when you mix with others, you 


taste awfully darn swell! 


ARIES (March21-Aprit19) 
You're pretty darn swift but 


sometimes the situation calls 
for stamina, not just small, short 
bursts of speed. That’s why you 
Aries ought to take heed and 
realize you need to be patient 


once you've planted a seed. 


Don't give up on the kernel 


you've sown ‘cause before you 
know it, it’s gonna start growing! 


You can contact The Kid at cruisinthecosmos@hotmail.com 








‘Try Crutseine Text for free, Toxt “xtra” to SFREE 
worm.crutsebine.co 





s De \| D 








the back 





1__ doble (“Dancing With the 
Stars” dance) 

5 Hebrew name for God 

11 Fuel for some ranges 

14 Wild goat 

15 Puts new prices on, maybe 
16 Diamond arbiter 

17 Bugs Bunny, most notably? 
19 “Paper Planes” singer 

20 Test versions 

21 The Tower Bridge spans it 
23 Magician's stock-in-trade 
26 Belief in ancient Phoenicia 
77 Sniffles may be part of it 
29 Frozen soy dessert brand 
3) Tankard filler 

32 Fear that you'll smear your 
makeup? 

36 Robert Browning's “__ 
39 JFK neighbor 

40 Pod veggies 

4] The woman that seduces hard- 
boiled film detectives? 

44"La-la” lead-in 

45 Basketball stat 

46 Coffeehouse choice 

4] Adult life, for some 

50 Less healthy 

52 Illinois birth city of Cindy 
Crawford 

53 “All kidding _..." 


” 


i ed sti Ld Rd 
wena 2RRe 
mer fet 


eal P= 
Y eee 


PARDON MY FRENCH 


THERE’S SOME COLOURFUL LANGUAGE IN HERE 


JONESIN’ CROSSWORD BY MATT JONES 
lulp[jeteictelvielt Miclalotets| ©2008 Jonesin’ Crosswords (editor@jonesincrosswords.com) 
foletciz[alstr{atrfe tie |ululate) 

AL N}e]0 Mal si¥ 15] 
SOLUTION TO LAST WEEK'S PUZZLE 











56 AFL's partner 


Passes”- 


57 Extreme skateboarder who 
shreds on the halfpipe? 

62 Emergency shelter bed 

63 F equivalent 

64 Columbus ship 

65 Little leopard 

66 Joint 

67 Makes a scene? 


DOWN 

1 Mr. in the vending machine, once 
2 Qualified 

3 Washington newspaper that 
ended its printed version in March 
2009, for short 

4 Ventura County's most populous 
city 

5 Airport abbr. 

6 Trafficking org. 

7 One way to wager on horses: 
abbr. 

8 Catchin the act 

9 Shake up 

10 “For real?” 

1l__ Worms 

12 French female friends 
BHiccup, for instance 

18 TV show with extreme close- 
ups 

22“That doesn’t make __ of 
sense...” 


24 Midpoint: abbr. 


25 Drink that's stirred, but not 
shaken 

26 Sports car manufacturer now 
owned by Volkswagen 

77 Crunch’s title 

28 Mixed bag 

30 Poisonous blowfishes 

33 In need of joint relief 

34__ Riot (indie band with the 
2008 album “The Rhumb Line”) 
35 Morales of “La Bamba” 

37 Czech Republic capital, to locals 
38 Pardoned, as sins 

421962 Paul Anka hit subtitled 
“That Kiss!" 43 

43 Designer monogram 

46 Business jet maker 

47 (CXXV x VIll, for all you Roman 
numeral lovers 

48 Alphabetical fivesome 

49 Donnie Wahlberg's group, to 
fans 

51 “NiHao, Kai-_ 
cartoon) 

54 Job fora body shop 
55 Historic periods 

58 Pi follower 

59 Typewriter key 

60 Hosp. procedure 

61 Unlock, in verse 


"(Nickelodeon 





MUNICIPAL HAPPENINGS - WITH BILL BENSON 









THAT NURSE AT THE 
Sip cLinte ISA 
ie: SNOB 












Specialize in marketing or accounting =~ 


You Questia. 
acareefstatshee. Call 780 6. 





42+ May] - May 13, 2009 see magazine - edmonton 


Business Administration Diploma. 
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PHOTOS OF OUR NEIGHBOURHOODS 


A replica of King Tutankhamun’s second coffin attracts onlookers at The Royal Exhibitions’ 
King Tut display at Northgate Mall. The exhibit ran for three days in April. 


PHOTO BY MERYL SMITH LAWTON 
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Can you imagine if the Whitemud 


NEWS EDITOR ANGELA BRUNSCHOT 
INTERVIEWED BICYCLE COMMUTER STEVE 
ANDERSON FOR SEE'S MAY 15, 2008 ISSUE 





“There's a lot of good work going on, but there is a 
heck of lot that could be done,” Anderson says, citing 
the slow return of bike racks as an example of how 
the city treats cyclists like second-class citizens. “A 
lot of people at City Hall see bicycling as a form of 
recreation and not a commuting option, [but] for a 





? 
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lot of people, by choi¢e or by necessity, cycling is a 
primary form of transportation.” 

The city’s neglect, Anderson says, becomes par- 
ticularly evident in the winter, when it can take the 
city over a day to clear bike paths. “Can you imagine 
if the Whitemud wasn't cleared for 24 hours?” 

Not everyone agrees that Edmonton cyclists face 
such steep obstacles. About one per cent of Edmon- 
tonians bike to work, according to Statistics Canada, 
comparable to Toronto and Montreal rates. 
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MUM'S THE WORD 


WHETHER YOUR MOM IS THE ROSEY KIND, THE PRINCESS TYPE, THE BLOOMING KIND, 
THE WONDER MOM OR THE BELLY-LAUGH SORT, ZOCALO'S UNIQUE COLLECTION OF 
COLOURFUL GIFTS, FLORALS, GARDEN ORNAMENTS AND BLOOMING PLANTS 
CAN BE YOUR SECRET AND HER SPECIAL SURPRISE THIS MOTHER'S DAY! 
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FIVE-FOOT WOOD MASK rf BASKETS 


SN a eye - ge FROM $25 


PRINCESS” SLIPPER 


\RRETTY CRYSTAL SLIPPER, 
\ FOR THE SPECIAL PRINCESS 
.\IN YOUR WORLD. 







FOR FIVE IN.GLASS AND:CERANIC 


TABLE DRESSING 


>* 


4 
Gabe d 
1 
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‘BELLY P 


ADD SOME "POW" TO THE PATIO WITH HANDMADE CERAMIC POT 
IN HOT YELLOW, GREEN OR BURGUNDY. 


$99 


) FLORAL GROUPIES ] () } | 
= $ Sil | geil $40 


IN LITTLE ITALY AT 10826 - 95 STREET, EDMONTON, AB CALL US AT 780-428-0754 
OPEN: MON-WED 9AM-6PM; THUR-FRI 9AM-S8PM; SAT 9AM-6PM; SUN 1 1AM-5PM 
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